Name ______________________________



Period ___

10th Grade Modern World History

Vista Murrieta High School

Mr. Papciak
Welcome back to school.  I know that most of you haven’t studied history since 8th Grade and some of your skills may be rusty.  It is my goal to help all of you to be successful in a class that is a requirement for graduation and certified for College Preparation.

Students in Grade 10 study major world events that brought about democracy, and they look at turning points that shaped the modern world from the late eighteenth century through the present.  Important topics include revolutions, industrialization, imperialism, causes and course of the two world wars, and the historical roots of current world issues.  In addition, students use historical documents to write essays explaining their understanding of historical events (DBQ).

To contact me: The school phone number is (951) 894-5750 extension 6597.  My email address is mpapciak@murrieta.k12.ca.us
Materials to bring to class:  Please come to class prepared so you do not waste time borrowing from others.  You will need a single subject notebook with lined paper, black or blue pen, pencil with eraser, and colored pencils for maps.  Students should keep track of assignments and tests by using the calendar section of the Student/Parent Handbook or some other planner. 
Grading Policy: these percentages are approximate.                          Homework/class work  25%   Test and Quizzes  50%   Projects/Notebook  25% 

Grading Scale:                                                         90-100% = A    80-89% = B    70-79% = C    60-69% = D    >60% = F

Absences—it is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher about missed work in a timely manner.  I suggest seeing me the first day you return to school.  Missed tests must be made up before the next class.  Work missed due to unexcused absences will result in a 0/F and make up is not allowed.  Tests and assignments missed due to an excused absence are recorded as a 0/F until they are made up appropriately. Quizzes cannot be made up so arrange to take any quizzes prior to your absence.  

Electronic Devices—do not use cell phones or IPods during class.  The attention paid to these devices takes away from your learning and that of others.  They interrupt other students and teachers.  VMHS’ discipline policy will be adhered to on this matter. If parents need to contact you, please have them call the office and an office aid will bring the message to the room. 
Academic Honesty—take responsibility to learn the material.  Complete all work assigned and make contributions in class that help everyone learn.  Do your own work because copying the words of authors or of another student is plagiarism.  Being deceitful by taking credit for the work of others can result in a failing grade as well as disciplinary action by school administrators. 

Class work/Homework: 

· Put your full name, date, period & title on all work.
· Homework/Class work must be turned in on the due date & time.     
· Late work will be only accepted one day after an excused absence
· All work must be yours—not copied from books or other students.

· Torn, damaged or crumpled papers will not be accepted

· Final work must be word processed or neatly written in ink.
Behavior: Students can contribute to a constructive learning environment through positive actions as emphasized by Vista Murrieta High School’s attention to integrity as shown by the school credo: CLASS

CHARACTER     LEADDERSIP     ATTITUDE     SCHOLARSHIP     SERVICE  
Class Guidelines

· Do the best you can, every time you can.  
· Be in your assigned seat with materials before tardy bell rings .
· Remain in your seat throughout class and be prepared to learn.
· Treat materials, supplies, equipment and others with respect and care.
· Speak appropriately—show you are getting an education
· Adhere to school and class room behavior expectations.
· Food, candy or drinks are not allowed in the classroom.
· Bathroom passes are given at the discretion of the teacher.
Learning History has lasting importance for citizens in our democracy.  I encourage you to get involved as much as you can with learning so that this year is meaningful and rewarding.  Be an active participant in the class to enhance your learning and that of other students.
Finally, I want you to know that your success is important to me.  If you are struggling in the class, please arrange a time to talk things out with me.  If we put our heads together, we should be able to find a way to work out any problems.  I am here to help you with your education
Mr. Papciak 

Please keep this form with you for the entire year.  Sign & date the accompanying form on the dotted line and return to Mr. Papciak. 
Name __________________________________   


Per. ___

Student and Parent Signature for Course Syllabus of Mr. Papciak
I have read the information on the Course Syllabus provided by Mr. Papciak. I understand my responsibilities as a student and will comply with the requirements of the class and of VMHS.    

Student: ________________________   Date: ________________________

Parent:  ________________________   Date: ________________________

Video Permission Slip

This letter is being sent to you in compliance with the District policy requiring parents/guardians to approve the intended use of videotapes that require positive parent permission prior to their scheduled showing.  As part of the policy, I am asking you to complete the form below, authorizing or exempting your child from the videotape showing.  Students exempted from this showing will be required to complete alternative assignments.  Some of the videos listed below will be shown in their entirety; others will be used for specific scenes.

Amistad


The Pianist 


Schindler’s List 
The Power of One 

Hotel Rwanda  

Gandhi



Cinderella Man

Pearl Harbor 


Saving Private Ryan

        Sands of Iwo Jima

Wind Talkers


13 Days



Forrest Gump  

Swing Kids


Scarlet Pimpernel (French Revolution) Fly Boys


To Live 


Oprah And Elie Wiesel at Auschwitz
Should you have any questions regarding any of the videos, please contact me at (951) 894-5750 ext. 6597 or at mpapciak@murrieta.k12.ca.us 

Name of Student:___________________________________________________

____ I give permission for my child to view these videos.

____ I prefer that my child be given an alternative assignment.

________________________________



_________________

Signature of parent/guardian





Date 
