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MLA Information Provided by Purdue OWL 

 

Section 1: MLA 2009 Works Cited Page - Books 

When you are gathering book sources, be sure to make note of the following bibliographic items: author name(s), book title, publication 
date, publisher, place of publication. The medium of publication for all “hard copy” books is Print. 

For more information, consult “Citing Nonperiodical Print Publications” in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th edition 
(sec. 5.5, 148-81), or the MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing, 3rd edition (sec. 6.6, 185-211). 

Basic Format 

When you are citing information from a book with a single author, the author's name appears in last name, first name format. The basic 
form for a book citation is: 

  Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication. 

Book with One Author 

  Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print. 

  Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print. 

Book with More Than One Author 

The first given (or first listed) name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author names appear in first name last name 
format. 

  Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. Print. 

If there are more than three authors, you may choose to list only the first author followed by the phrase et al. (Latin for "and others") in 
place of the subsequent authors' names, or you may list all the authors in the order in which their names appear on the title page. (Note 
that there is a period after “al” in “et al.” Also note that there is never a period after the “et” in “et al.”). 

  Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the Teaching of Composition.  

  Logan: Utah State UP, 2004. Print. 

  OR 

  Wysocki, Anne Frances, Johndan Johnson-Eilola, Cynthia L. Selfe, and Geoffrey Sirc. Writing New Media: Theory and  

  Applications for Expanding the Teaching of Composition. Logan: Utah State UP, 2004. Print. 

Two or More Books by the Same Author 

List works alphabetically by title. (Remember to ignore articles like A, An, and The.) Provide the author’s name in last name, first name 
format for the first entry only. For each subsequent entry by the same author, use three hyphens and a period. 

  Palmer, William J. Dickens and New Historicism. New York: St. Martin's, 1997. Print. 

  ---. The Films of the Eighties: A Social History. Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 1993. Print. 
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Book by a Corporate Author or Organization 

A corporate author may include a commission, a committee, or a group that does not identify individual members on the title page. List 
the names of corporate authors in the place where an author’s name typically appears at the beginning of the entry.  

  American Allergy Association. Allergies in Children. New York: Random, 1998. Print. 

Book with No Author 

List by title of the book. Incorporate these entries alphabetically just as you would with works that include an author name. For example, 
the following entry might appear between entries of works written by Dean, Shaun and Forsythe, Jonathan. 

  Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993. Print. 

Remember that for an in-text (parenthetical) citation of a book with no author, provide the name of the work in the signal phrase and the 
page number in parentheses. You may also use a shortened version of the title of the book accompanied by the page number.  

An Edition of a Book 

There are two types of editions in book publishing: a book that has been published more than once in different editions and a book that 
is prepared by someone other than the author (typically an editor). 

A Subsequent Edition 

Cite the book as you normally would, but add the number of the edition after the title. 

  Crowley, Sharon, and Debra Hawhee. Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students. 3rd ed. New York: Pearson/Longman,  

  2004. Print. 

A Work Prepared by an Editor 

Cite the book as you normally would, but add the editor after the title. 

  Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. Ed. Margaret Smith. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1998. Print. 

Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries) 

For entries in encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works, cite the piece as you would any other work in a collection but do 
not include the publisher information. Also, if the reference book is organized alphabetically, as most are, do not list the volume or the 
page number of the article or item. 

  "Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed. 1997. Print. 

Section 2: Works Cited: Periodicals 

Article in a Magazine 

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in quotations marks, and italicizing the periodical title. Follow with the 
date of publication. Remember to abbreviate the month. The basic format is as follows: 
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  Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages. Medium of publication. 

  Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71. Print. 

  Buchman, Dana. "A Special Education." Good Housekeeping Mar. 2006: 143-48. Print. 

Article in a Newspaper 

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the different pagination in a newspaper. If there is more than one 
edition available for that date (as in an early and late edition of a newspaper), identify the edition following the date (e.g., 17 May 1987, 
late ed.). 

  Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington Post 24 May 2007: LZ01. Print. 

  Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late ed.: A1. Print. 

If the newspaper is a less well-known or local publication, include the city name and state in brackets after the title of the newspaper. 

  Behre, Robert. "Presidential Hopefuls Get Final Crack at Core of S.C. Democrats." Post and Courier [Charleston, SC] 29 Apr.  

  2007: A11. Print. 

  Trembacki, Paul. "Brees Hopes to Win Heisman for Team." Purdue Exponent [West Lafayette, IN] 5 Dec. 2000: 20. Print. 

Anonymous Articles (Articles with no Known Author) 

Cite the article title first, and finish the citation as you would any other for that kind of periodical. 

  "Business: Global Warming's Boom Town; Tourism in Greenland." The Economist 26 May 2007: 82. Print. 

  "Aging; Women Expect to Care for Aging Parents but Seldom Prepare." Women's Health Weekly 10 May 2007: 18. Print. 

An Article in a Scholarly Journal 

In previous years, MLA required that researchers determine whether or not a scholarly journal employed continuous pagination (page 
numbers began at page one in the first issue of the years and page numbers took up where they left off in subsequent ones) or non-
continuous pagination (page numbers begin at page one in every subsequent issue) in order to determine whether or not to include 
issue numbers in bibliographic entries. The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 7th edition (2009) eliminates this step. 
Always provide issue numbers, when available. 

  Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume. Issue (Year): pages. Medium of publication. 

  Bagchi, Alaknanda. "Conflicting Nationalisms: The Voice of the Subaltern in Mahasweta Devi's Bashai Tudu." Tulsa Studies in  

  Women's Literature 15.1 (1996): 41-50. Print. 

  Duvall, John N. "The (Super)Marketplace of Images: Television as Unmediated Mediation in DeLillo's White Noise." Arizona  

  Quarterly 50.3 (1994): 127-53. Print.  
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Section 3: MLA 2009 Works Cited: Electronic Sources (Web Publications) 

An Article in an Online Scholarly Journal 

For all online scholarly journals, provide the author(s) name(s), the name of the article in quotation marks, the title of the publication in 
italics, all volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication. 

Article in an Online-only Scholarly Journal 

MLA requires a page range for articles that appear in Scholarly Journals. If the journal you are citing appears exclusively in an online 
format (i.e. there is no corresponding print publication) that does not make use of page numbers, use the abbreviation n. pag. to denote 
that there is no pagination for the publication. 

  Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future Directions.” Social Work and Society:  

  The International Online-Only Journal 6.2 (2008): n. pag. Web. 20 May 2009. 

Article in an Online Scholarly Journal That Also Appears in Print 

Cite articles in online scholarly journals that also appear in print as you would a scholarly journal in print, including the page range of the 
article. Provide the medium of publication that you used (in this case, Web) and the date of access. 

  Wheelis, Mark. "Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention."  

  Emerging Infectious Diseases 6.6 (2000): 595-600. Web. 8 Feb. 2009. 

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service) 

Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, EBSCO, ScienceDirect) and other subscription services just as 
you would print sources. Since these articles usually come from periodicals, be sure to consult the appropriate sections of the Works 
Cited: Periodicals page of this packet.  In addition to this information, provide the title of the database italicized, the medium of 
publication, and the date of access.  

Note: Previous editions of the MLA Style Manual required information about the subscribing institution (name and location). This 
information is no longer required by MLA. 

  Junge, Wolfgang, and Nathan Nelson. “Nature's Rotary Electromotors.” Science 29 Apr. 2005: 642-44. Science Online. Web. 5 

  Mar. 2009. 

  Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal 50.1 (2007): 173-96. ProQuest. 

  Web. 27 May 2009. 

 

Section 4: In-Text Citations 

Basic In-Text Citation Rules 

In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is known as parenthetical citation. 

This method involves placing relevant source information in parentheses after a quote or a paraphrase. 
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General Guidelines  

• The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1.) upon the source medium (e.g. Print, 

Web, DVD) and (2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited (bibliography) page.  

• Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information on the Works Cited 

page. More specifically, whatever signal word or phrase you provide to your readers in the text, must be the first 

thing that appears on the left-hand margin of the corresponding entry in the Works Cited List. 

In-Text Citations: Author-Page Style 

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the page 

number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should 

appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses 

following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the 

text of your sentence. For example: 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked b y a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

(263).  

 

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneou s overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 

263).  

 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion  in the creative process (263). 

The both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the information in the 

sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named Wordsworth. If readers want more information 

about this source, they can turn to the Works Cited page, where, under the name of Wordsworth, they would find the 

following information: 

 Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. London: Oxford U.P., 1967. Print. 

In-text Citations for Print Sources with Known Author 

For print sources like books, magazines, scholarly journal articles, and newspapers, provide a detailed signal phrase 

which includes the author’s name.  When you do this, you only need to put the page number in the parenthetical 

citation.  If you do not include the author’s name in the signal phrase, then you must include both the last name and 

the page number in the parenthetical citation.   

Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke a s "symbol-using animals" (3).  

 

Human beings have been described as "symbol-using a nimals" (Burke 3). 

These examples must correspond to an entry that begins with Burke, which will be the first thing that appears on the 

left-hand margin of an entry in the Works Cited: 

  Burke, Kenneth. Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life, Literature, and Method.   

  Berkeley: U of California P, 1966. Print. 
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In-text Citations for Print Sources with No Known Author 

When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name. Place the title in 

quotation marks if it's a short work (e.g. articles) or italicize it if it's a longer work (e.g. plays, books, television 

shows, entire websites) and provide a page number. 

We see so many global warming hotspots in North Ame rica likely because this region has “more 

readily accessible climatic data and more comprehen sive programs to monitor and study environmental 

change . . . ” (“Impact of Global Warming” 6). 

In this example, since the reader does not know the author of the article, an abbreviated title of the article appears in 

the parenthetical citation which corresponds to the full name of the article which appears first at the left-hand margin 

of its respective entry in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer includes the title in quotation marks as the signal phrase in 

the parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader directly to the source on the Works Cited page. The Works Cited 

entry appears as follows: 

  “The Impact of Global Warming in North America.” GLOBAL WARMING: Early Signs. 1999. Web. 23  

  Mar. 2009. 

It’s important to know that parenthetical citations and Works Cited pages allow readers to know which sources you 

consulted in writing your essay, so that they can either verify your interpretation of the sources or use them in their 

own scholarly work. 

In-text Citations for Authors with Same Last Names 

Sometimes more information is necessary to identify the source from which a quotation is taken. For instance, if two 

or more authors have the same last name, provide both authors' first initials (or even the authors' full name if 

different authors share initials) in your citation. For example: 

Although some medical ethicists claim that cloning will lead to designer children (R. Miller 12), 

others note that the advantages for medical researc h outweigh this consideration (A. Miller 46). 

Citing a Work by Multiple Authors 

For a source with three or fewer authors, list the authors' last names in the text or in the parenthetical citation: 

 

Smith, Yang, and Moore argue that tougher gun contr ol is not needed in the United States (76). 

 

The authors state "Tighter gun control in the Unite d States erodes Second Amendment rights" (Smith, 

Yang, and Moore 76). 

For a source with more than three authors, use the work's bibliographic information as a guide for your citation. 

Provide the first author's last name followed by et al. or list all the last names. 
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Jones et al. counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argum ent by noting that the current spike in gun 

violence in America compels law makers to adjust gu n laws (4). 

  or 

Legal experts counter Smith, Yang, and Moore's argu ment by noting that the current spike in gun 

violence in America compels law makers to adjust gu n laws (Jones et al. 4). 

 

Citing Indirect Sources 

Sometimes you may have to use an indirect source. An indirect source is a source cited in another source. For such 

indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually consulted. For example: 

Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to a ct as "social service centers, and they don't do 

that well" (qtd. in Weisman 259). 

Note that, in most cases, a responsible researcher will attempt to find the original source, rather than citing an 

indirect source. 

Citing Non-Print or Sources from the Internet 

With more and more scholarly work being posted on the Internet, you may have to cite research you have completed 

in virtual environments. While many sources on the Internet should not be used for scholarly work (reference the 

OWL's Evaluating Sources of Information resource), some Web sources are perfectly acceptable for research. 

When creating in-text citations for electronic, film, or Internet sources, remember that your citation must 

reference the source in your Works Cited. 

Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for electronic sources because of the absence 

of page numbers, but often, these sorts of entries do not require any sort of parenthetical citation at all. For electronic 

and Internet sources, follow the following guidelines: 

• Include in the text the first item that appears in the Works Cited entry that corresponds to the citation (e.g. 

author name, article name, website name, film name).  

• You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web browser’s print preview 

function.  

• Unless you must list the website name in the signal phrase in order to get the reader to the appropriate entry, 

do not include URLs in-text. Only provide partial URLs such as when the name of the site includes, for example, a 

domain name, like CNN.com or Forbes.com as opposed to writing out http://www.cnn.com or 

http://www.forbes.com.  Note that the names of websites are italicized. 

 

When a Citation Is Not Needed 

Common sense and ethics should determine your need for documenting sources. You do not need to give sources for 

familiar proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge. Remember, this is a rhetorical choice, based on 

audience. If you're writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for example, they'll have different 

expectations of what constitutes common knowledge.   
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Signal Phrases 

MLA in-text citations are made with a combination of signal phrases and parenthetical references. A signal phrase 
indicates that something taken from a source (a quotation, summary, paraphrase, or fact) is about to be used; usually the 
signal phrase includes the author's name. The parenthetical reference, which comes after the cited material, normally 
includes at least a page number, unless the source does not have a page numbers listed. In the models in this section, 
the elements of the in-text citation are shown in blue. 

One driver, Peter Cohen, says after he was rear-end ed, the guilty party emerged from his 
vehicle still talking on phone (127).  

 

Readers can look up the author's last name in the alphabetized list of Works Cited, where they will learn the work's title 
and other publication information. If readers decide to consult the source, the page number will take them straight to the 
passage that has been cited.  Note – When you incorporate the author’s name within a signal phrase for the first time in 
your paper, you must use both the first and the last names in the signal phrase.   

 

 

Section 5: MLA 2009 Formatting Quotations 

When you directly quote the works of others in your paper, you will format quotations differently 

depending on their length. Below are some basic guidelines for incorporating quotations into your paper. 
Please note that all pages in MLA should be double-spaced. 

Short Quotations 

To indicate short quotations (fewer than four typed lines of prose or three lines of verse) in your text, 

enclose the quotation within double quotation marks. Provide the author and specific page citation (in the 

case of verse, provide line numbers) in the text, and include a complete reference on the Works Cited 

page. Punctuation marks such as periods, commas, and semicolons should appear after the parenthetical 

citation. Question marks and exclamation points should appear within the quotation marks if they are a 
part of the quoted passage but after the parenthetical citation if they are a part of your text. For example: 

According to some, dreams express "profound aspects  of personality" (Foulkes 184), though 

others disagree. 

 

According to Foulkes's study, dreams may express "p rofound aspects of personality" (184). 

 

Is it possible that dreams may express "profound as pects of personality" Foulkes 184?? 

Adding or Omitting Words in Quotations 

If you add a word or words in a quotation, you should put brackets around the words to indicate that they 
are not part of the original text. 

 Jan Harold Brunvand, in an essay on urban legends,  states: "some individuals [who  

 retell urban legends] make a point of learning eve ry rumor or tale" (78). 
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If you omit a word or words from a quotation, you should indicate the deleted word or words by using 

ellipsis marks, which are three periods ( . . . ) preceded and followed by a space. For example: 

 In an essay on urban legends, Jan Harold Brunvand notes that "some individuals make 

 a point of learning every recent rumor or tale . .  . and in a short time a lively 

 exchange of details occurs" (78). 

Please note that brackets are not needed around ellipses unless adding brackets would clarify your use of 

ellipses.  

 


