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Plankton Introduction  
1. Plankton comes 

from the Greek word 
for “_______”. 

2. How big are 
plankton? 

3. Plant plankton are 
called ______, while 
animal plankton are 
called ______. 

4. What position in the 
food chain do 
phytoplankton 
occupy? 

5. What is an 
autotroph?  How do 
phytoplankton get 
their food? 

6. How do zooplankton 
get their energy? 

7. Why are scientists 
interested in 
studying plankton?  

Zooplankton  
8. What are 

zooplankton? 
9. What are the two 

major types of 
zooplankton? 

10. What is the main 
difference 
between 
haloplankton and 
meroplankton? 

11. Give three 
examples of 
meroplankton. 

12. Why are many 
types of 
zooplankton 
transparent? 

13. What do 
herbivorous 
zooplankton feed 
on?  What do 
carnivorous 
zooplankton feed 
on?  

Study Questions  



 

 

Phytoplankto n  
14. Why do 

phytoplankton 
live near the 
surface of the 
ocean? 

15. Give three 
reasons why 
phytoplankton 
float and don’t 
sink to the bottom 
of the ocean. 

16. What are the 2 
main types of 
phytoplankton? 

17. What are 
frustules? 

18. What is 
diatomaceous 
earth?  How is it 
used by humans?  

19. What are flagella?  
20. What are the two 

ways that 
dinoflagellates 
obtain energy? 

 


