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School Office Hours 

Mon - Fri 

7:30am - 3:45pm 

Summer Office Hours 

June 15-24 & July 27-Aug 11 

9:00am - 3:00pm 

Office Closed 

June 25 - July 24th 

 

Stay up to date - Check out 

our School Website  

www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/

buchanan 

Upcoming Friday Spirit 

 Assembly   

June 12 

 at 8:30am 

In the amphitheater 

June 2015 

AT BUCHANAN! 

 

 

Failure is success if we learn from it.  — Malcolm Forbes 

School Notes 

Dear Buchanan Families, 
 
Wow!  This year has really flown by and summer is almost upon us.  June will be a   
short month with both Mondays and the last day of school being early release days.  
Report  cards will be sent home on the last day of school along with other important 
information.  To our awesome 5th grade promoting class, we wish you all the best as 
you embark on the next phase of your educational career as middle school students.   
To our wonderful Buchanan families, we wish you and your family a safe and wonderful      
summer break enjoying time with family and friends.   
 
Did you know....... 
 Mrs. Lyda received a Math 180 Semi Finalist award for her continued dedication in 

supporting our 5th grade students in math. 
 We received a $1500.00 grant from Target for our performing arts programs.  Way 

to go Mrs. Hern. 
 Our fabulous PTA honored our wonderful  “Super Hero” staff with a week long    

celebration. 
 Our students met the school wide reading goal by reading more than 1,400,000 

minutes this school year!  A VERY Special Thank You to the Reading Team of        
Mrs.  Goldsmith, Mrs. Knott, Mrs.  Nelson and Mrs. Richardson. 

 Mrs. Zeitman received an “Inspiring Teacher Award”  for her passion for her         
students. 

Good things are happening at Buchanan Elementary! 
Jennifer Randel and Jim Curtis 

 

Summer Break - No School 
June 15 - August 11 

Congratulations to Our Employees of the Year 
 

Teacher of the Year 

Sarah Caskey 

 

Classified Employee of the Year 

Keith Erikson 





Author and Artist of the Month 
 

The following students were honored at our May 29th Friday Spirit          

Assembly.  Their work is being showcased in our Library. 
Artist of the Month 

TK/Kinder: Fayroza Omar (McWhorter)       1st: Weston Bencia (Davis)  2nd: Kailey Dockendorf (Knott) 

3rd: Makayla Therien (Morgan)       4th: Mary Carpenter (McCandless) 5th: Jaylen Lynch (Nechaev/Rench) 

 

Author of the Month 

TK/Kinder: Savannah Stokes (McWhorter) 1st: Landon Benavides (Hern) 2nd: Sophia Rodriguez (Knott) 

3rd: Makayla Therien (Morgan)   4th: Tie—Gia Bertini (Adams) & Mary Carpenter (McCandless) 

 

PTA Smart Card Fundraiser Classroom Winners 
Mrs. Lumsden and Mrs. Zeitman’s classes were the winners of the PTA 
Smartcard Fundraiser.  Each classroom has won a pizza party from 
PTA. 

5th Grade DARE Essay Winners 

The overall winner of the DARE essay contest is Karly Turner.   

The following students are the classroom winners: 
 Mrs. Lauvray - Sofia Castorena and Tyler Scott 

 Mrs. Lyda - Karly Turner and Adrien St. Germaine 

 Mrs. Nechaev/Mrs. Rench - Evellyn DeLaCruz and Ashton Chanley 

 Mrs. Prario - Maria Isabel Mejares and Evan Crain 

 Mrs. Williams - Hailey Jamniczky and Logan Moreno 

 Mrs. Woods - Emma Tomsik and Benjamin Woods 

Watch D.O.G.S. Top Dog Award 
The second annual McFarland Top Dog Award is given to the individual who exemplifies the Watch  D.O.G.S. 

philosophy of positive role models to our Buchanan students.   Fernando Sotelo has been a constant presence 

once a week throughout the year while being a full time student and parent. The students look forward to  

interacting with him on the playground and also in the classroom.  His easygoing personality and funny disposi-

tion engages students to want to do their very best.    



To Buchanan’s PTA Board 

Just a note of sincere gratitude to our wonderful 

PTA for all the support they have provided for our 

students, staff and families. 

A special shout out to Mrs. Roweton for heading up this special 

team of caring adults who truly make Buchanan Elementary a 

wonderful place for your children. 

Reading Incentives Program  

Reading incentive prizes are awarded to students who turn in their reading logs on time,   
with parent initials, and reading goal met.  Here are the winners for the month of March and 
April. 

 

Kindergarten – Julian Saldana (Vesneski)          
1st grade – Simon Rivera Solano (Dimler) and Hailey Tomsik (Davis) 
2nd grade – Rachel Barrios (Richardson) and  Ava Grindle (Dalen)          
3rd grade – Gavin Thompson (Weldon) and Charity Edwards (Nickoloff) 
4th grade - Karmen Leon (Kingston) and Chloe Eyman (Adams) 
5th grade – Cailin O’Brien (Lauvray) and Aakif Iqbal (Lyda) 
 

Congratulations Blazers on all your reading minutes! 

Running Club 

Since the fall we have had about 20—40 students running before school as part of our Buchanan 

Blazers running club.  Students in grades K—5 participated with some students running as many  
as 30 laps in the morning.  To put it into perspective our students ran 3,342 miles this year!   That 

is 275 more miles than the total from last year!  The following students were honored at our Friday 
Spirit Assembly. 

 

Overall Top Runners:  Landon Morris and Logan Morris with 155 miles each 

1st Grade Top Runners:  Landon Benavides (103 miles), Eli Richardson (81 miles), Landry Riche (42 miles) 

2nd Grade Top Runners:  Arturo Lopez (86 miles), Christian Flores (61 miles), Emerson Vincent (48 miles) 

3rd Grade Top Runners:  Hayes Riche (47 miles), Matthew Bick (39 miles), Daniel Nasraoui (27 miles) 

4th/5th Grade Top Runners:  Matthew Richardson (140 miles), Noah Benavides (138 miles), Joaquin Bayon (22 miles) 

These are the Top Three Classrooms: 

Mrs. Davis (257 miles), Mrs. Rench (317 miles), Mrs. Prario (340 miles) 



Student Lunches and Cafeteria Meals 
 

 

Starting June 1st, 2015 and continuing to June 12th, 2015 

 

Students MAY NOT BORROW/CHARGE meals in the cafeteria if out of money. 

Students not having enough money will be offered a PBJ sandwich and milk or to call home. 

 
2015-2016 Meal Applications  

 

Watch this summer for your 2015-2016 Meal Application 
 You must reapply each year after August 1st 

 apply online at www.murrieta.k12.ca.us  

A Message from the Health Office 
 

Health Alert-Food Allergies/Sensitivities 
We have several students in our school that may have food allergies, food        

sensitivities or dietary restrictions. Food allergies can trigger reactions that 

range from very mild to life threatening (anaphylaxis).  Generally, an individual 

must ingest a food allergen to have a reaction, but for some, even being exposed to it or ingesting a very small 

amount can cause a life threatening reaction.  As a result, there are several procedures that will help to prevent 

exposure and reduce the risk of anaphylaxis and help keep all of our students safe: 

 

1. Students should be encouraged to wash their hands upon arrival to the classroom and again before and after 

lunch.  This not only is good for food allergies, but helps reduce disease transmission. 

2. The classrooms should be peanut/tree nut/food allergy aware spaces.  Classroom projects or assignments 

should NOT include the use of peanut butter/nuts or other food items.  Any exception to this rule would     

require pre-approval and prior notification to parents. 

3. Any food or snack that may be provided/shared must have pre-approval and prior notification must be       

provided to all parents prior so they can make alternate choices.  Additionally, all food items provided should 

be pre-packaged and food ingredients must be known or labeled.  Suggestions for class sharing (birthday 

parties, etc.) may be providing or donating a book for the classroom or other non-food items. 

 

If your student has a food allergy, please make sure you contact/inform the Health Office.  You may want to 

speak to the School Nurse if the allergy requires medication or other interventions.  Students with food allergies 

may be entitled to accommodations or plans to address their needs.  We look forward to working collaboratively 

with you to provide all of our students with a safe learning environment.  We appreciate your care and support of 

our students and school. 

Now is the Time to Enroll for Kindergarten in Fall 

If your child will be 5 years old by Sept 1, 2015, now is the time to enroll them for Kindergarten for the Fall.  

Complete the online enrollment for your student at www.murrieta.k12.ca.us and once completed, bring the     

confirmation page with the required documents listed to the school office during the hours of 9:00-11:30am or 

1:00-2:00pm to complete the enrollment.  Classes are forming soon, so please enroll now.  

Computers are available in the school office if needed.  If your child will be 5 years old      

between Sept 2, 2015 and Dec 2, 2015, then they are eligible to enroll in Transitional       

Kindergarten.   



Positive Behavioral Supports Moment 
    

 

Be Responsible and Finish Strong 

With testing wrapping up, the last homework packets being completed, and the end of the year 

two short weeks away; why should students still be responsible at school?  

The answer is one that can be borrowed from sports, finish strong!   A strong finish will leave a 

lasting impression on those around you: teachers, parents, and other students.   

How can we make sure this happens for all of us?  Focus on the task at hand and follow these 

simple steps:   

Look at your task or assignment. 

•Don’t wait or put it away for “later” 

 

Think about the steps needed to complete the task. 

•Consider what materials or information you will need. 

 

Focus all of your attention on the task. 

•Keep your eyes on your own work. 

 

 Stop working only when instructed. 

•Follow the teacher’s instructions. 

 

Ignore distractions and interruptions from others. 

•Don’t interrupt or be a distraction to others as well. 

 

With all that goes into the end of a school year it is so easy to be distracted.  Keep focused.  

There are great things going on at Buchanan and it would be a shame to miss any event due to 

improper behavior.  The best way to make sure you can attend, finish strong! 

Procedure For Teacher Assignment Notification  

for the 2015-2016 School Year 
 

Teacher assignment notification for the 2015-2016 school year for all students in grades Transitional 

Kindergarten thru 5th grade will take place August 4th thru August 6th during the hours of 9am-1pm.   

Please visit our school website at murrieta.k12.ca.us/buchanan for information on when the Parent Portal will open.  Once the 

portal opens, you will go in and verify or change all the data information. An automated phone call will also be sent out when 

the parent portal opens, so make sure the office has your current phone number on file.  All data must be updated and a      

current utility bill in the parents name dated June or July presented to receive your child’s teacher assignment.  During 

August 4th—6th, we will verify  the utility bill and that the data confirmation in the parent portal is complete.  Once we verify 

that everything has been completed, you will receive your child’s  teacher assignment for the school year. 

 

Parents are highly encouraged to complete the above information prior to August 6th.   Waiting until the last moment will result 

in long lines and possibly delay your student starting school on August 12th.  We also highly encourage those of you with new 

students to Buchanan Elementary to enroll your child beginning Monday, July 27, 2015 thru Friday, August 7, 2015 when our 

office reopens from the summer break. 



Counselor’s Corner  
    

 

 

Happy June! School is rapidly winding down and summer is quickly approaching. Your stu-

dents have been doing wonderful with the SBAC testing and deserve a big pat on the back for 

enduring testing for a month. Although the school year is almost over continue to encourage 

your children to finish strong!  

During the summer continue to include your students in many activities. Learning can happen 

anywhere and if the child can be a part of an experience instead of watching they will remem-

ber it better. Cooking can reinforce math, science, reading, and the social skill of following di-

rections. Building Legos can spur creativity and even bring about great teachable moments to 

help your child learn to calm down when frustrated. There are also many easy to do science ex-

periments like making bubbles or even rock candy.  

No matter what you decide to do with your student, they treasure the quality time that they 

get to spend with you.  

We hope that everyone has a great summer break to relax and have some fun. We look forward 

to hearing all the great summer stories when school starts back in August. 

Ms. Dewey – School Counselor 

Dr. Rieger - School Counselor 

 

 



 

MILITARY CORNER 

Please contact Melissa Mendoza at  momamendoza@yahoo.com  for resources avail-
able to our military families.Tutor.com is free to Military Families. For more info go to 
www.tutor.com/military 

Hey BLAZERS!  Get your YEARBOOK 

 Order now before they are gone.  Price is $25, and CASH ONLY.  A limited 

number of yearbooks have been ordered for print, so get yours before 

they’re sold out! 

 

 

 

 

 

Murrieta Public Library—Summer Reading Program 

 

Read to the Rhythm!  Runs June 15—July 25. 

Join the Fun!  Read books and earn prizes.  The library has many 

events planned.  Visit their website at 

http://www.murrieta.org/documents/SRPKids2015.pdf  

to view the fun!! 

 

Events are free & sponsored by the Friends of the Murrieta Library.  Space is limited.  Please arrive 

early to ensure seating.  Programs subject to change. 

Tickets available 30 minutes before the program. 

 

Lost and Found 
 

All lost and found items are outside the office by the amphitheater.  Items not 

claimed by Friday afterschool will be donated to charity. 

mailto:momamendoza@yahoo.com
http://www.tutor.com/military


 

Buchanan Elementary SSC 

Meeting 

May 12, 2015 

Minutes 
 

 

Meeting called to order @ 3:32pm 

 

Minutes from 4-10 reviewed.  Motion made to approve as written, seconded and approved. 

 

Motion to approve the agenda for 5-12 as written, seconded and approved 

 

Action Items 

1. Budget Plan 

 * Discretionary Money  

 * LCAP Supplemental Fund 

  *Think Through Math 

  * Electronic Marque 

 * Budget Approved 

 

2. Parent Guardian Handbook 

 * Change on pg. 7 added Food Allergy 

 * possible change in Grades in 4th Grade  p. 9 

 * Changes to the handbook is approved 

 

3.  New Business 

 * Election of New Members 

  1. Certificated 1 

  2. Parent 1 

Next meeting date October 2015 

Adjourned 4:30 

   

Ballots for Parent members were sent home Friday, May 29th.  

Please vote and return your ballot to the office. 



 

Buchanan Elementary 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Early Release Day 

2 3 
 

4 5 
Talent Show  

Performances  

during the day for 

students and at 

6:00pm for Family 

and Friends 

6 

 

7 8 
Early Release Day 

9 

5th Grade Field Trip 

to Park and BBQ 

 

2nd Grade Olympics 

 

3rd Grade Field Trip 

Epic Rollertainment 

10 
4th Grade Field Trip 

to the Mission 

 

5th Grade Field to 

Epic Rollertainment 

 

2nd Grade        

Olympics and BBQ 

 

 

All TK/Kinders 

attend 8:20-11:55 

11 

4th Grade Honor 

Roll Assembly 

 

5th Grade Field Trip 

to Temeku 

 

3rd Grade Apple 

Valley Picnic 

 

 

All TK/Kinders  

attend 8:20-11:55 

12 

Last Day of School 

 

Early Release Day  

 

Spirit Assembly 

 

5th Grade End of 

Year Ceremony 

 

 

All TK/Kinders  

attend 8:20-11:40 

13 

 

14 

 

15 16 
 

17 18 

 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

 

26 27 

28 29 30     

Summer Vacation!!!  —  School Office Hours 9:00am-3:00pm 

The School Office is closed 
June 25th - July 24th 

Office re-opens July 27th 
9:00am-3:00pm 


