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School Office Hours 

Mon - Fri 

7:30am - 3:45pm 

Labor Day Holiday 

No School 

September 7th 

 

Stay up to date - 

Check out our School 

Website  

www.murrieta.k12.ca.

us/buchanan 

Upcoming Friday  

Spirit  Assemblies   

September 4 

September 18 

 at 8:30am 

In the amphitheater 

September 2015 

 

 

School Notes 
Buchanan Families, 
 
We have had a smooth transition to our 2015-2016 school year.   Our four (4) Back to 
School Nights provided teachers a chance to share what the academic year ahead looks 
like for your child.  Parents also had an opportunity to meet their teacher and learn all 
about the technology programs that are available to support your child's academic    
progression this year.  Please take a moment to  visit our web site at  
www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/buchanan  and  click on parents to view the Buchanan       
Technology supports available.  
 
One of the best gifts you can give your child is a gift of a good education.  September is 
National Attendance Awareness Month.  Studies show that a student’s attendance in 
school directly correlates to their academic performance.  We encourage all students to 
be on time each and every day to insure they receive the instruction  they deserve on 
their path towards College and Career Readiness.   
 
This month our PTA will be hosting the following activities: 
 Internet Safety Night on  Tuesday, September 22nd.   We invite parents to  come 

and learn more about the safety and concerns of the internet.    
 Our annual Watch D.O.G.S. kick-off event is  Thursday, September 24th.  Please  

plan to attend and become more involved with your child's education by                
volunteering your time a day or two this year.    

 
Communication is very important to us so our monthly newsletter,  Sunday reminder 
calls  and our new electronic marquee will assist in keeping you informed of what is  
happening at Buchanan. 
 
 
Did you know.......... 
 2014-2015 CAASPP scores for our current 4th and 5th graders will be mailed directly 

from the district this month. 
 Our first Spirit Day is Friday, September 18th - Wear your favorite sports jersey. 
 
Good things are happening at Buchanan Elementary! 
 
Jennifer Randel and Jim Curtis   

 



 



Celebration Policy 

Per MVUSD policy regarding food allergies, any food brought on campus to be shared with other stu-

dents needs to have prior approval from school personnel. 

 

As an alternative suggestion to food for student celebrations (i.e. birthdays), you may donate a book 

to the classroom or school library honoring your student.  Another idea is to bring in a goody bag (with 

no food items) or a non-food treat for each student in the class.   

 

Drama Club 
 

Come be a  part of an exciting Fairytale journey and audition for “Into the Woods, Jr.” 

 

 When: Wednesday, September 30 – Grades K-3 

         Thursday, October 1 – Grades 4-5 

 Where: Buchanan Elementary MPR 

 Time: 3 p.m.- approx.5 p.m. (your child may leave after they audition) 

         Please come prepared with a 30 second song, monolog, poem or dance. All auditions are done 

         ‘a capella’ (no music). You MUST bring the Permission Slip (a copy is at the end of the newsletter) 

  with you to the audition or you will not be admitted. This is YOUR time to shine so no buddy  

         auditions. We are looking for outgoing, confident people with sparkling personalities ….so show us 

         what you’ve got!  

 

Everyone who auditions will receive a part in the play either as a speaker or in the ensemble chorus! 

Rehearsals begin Thursday, October 8 and will be from 3-4:30 for the speakers and from 3-4:00 for 

the ensemble chorus and will be every Thursday each week. There will be more rehearsal days added as 

we get closer to the production. The tentative date for the production is Saturday, March 12. 

We look forward to our journey with you “Into the Woods.” 



Student Lunches and Cafeteria Meals 

Due to parent concerns and health/food allergies, students and parents should not share lunches with other 
students.  Parents who join their student during lunch time will eat with their student at the tables under 
the blue canvas cover. 

Student Meal Prices:   Breakfast -   Full Pay $1.50    Reduced price $.30 
                                Lunch -        Full Pay $2.50    Reduced price $.40 

                                Milk or Juice - $.50            Bottled Water - $.75 

 
Free and reduced lunch applications are to be completed online at 

www.fma.murrieta.k12.ca.us or you can pick up an application in the school office 
Parents can make payments to lunch accounts at www.myschoolbucks.com   

Health Alert-Food Allergies/Sensitivities 
We have several students in our school that may have food allergies, food        

sensitivities or dietary restrictions. Food allergies can trigger reactions that 

range from very mild to life threatening (anaphylaxis).  Generally, an individual 

must ingest a food allergen to have a reaction, but for some, even being exposed to it or ingesting a very small 

amount can cause a life threatening reaction.  As a result, there are several procedures that will help to prevent 

exposure and reduce the risk of anaphylaxis and help keep all of our students safe: 

 

1. Students should be encouraged to wash their hands upon arrival to the classroom and again before and after 

lunch.  This not only is good for food allergies, but helps reduce disease transmission. 

2. The classrooms should be peanut/tree nut/food allergy aware spaces.  Classroom projects or assignments 

should NOT include the use of peanut butter/nuts or other food items.  Any exception to this rule would     

require pre-approval and prior notification to parents. 

3. Any food or snack that may be provided/shared must have pre-approval and prior notification must be       

provided to all parents prior so they can make alternate choices.  Additionally, all food items provided should 

be pre-packaged and food ingredients must be known or labeled.  Suggestions for class sharing (birthday 

parties, etc.) may be providing or donating a book for the classroom or other non-food items. 

 

If your student has a food allergy, please make sure you contact/inform the Health Office.  You may want to 

speak to the School Nurse if the allergy requires medication or other interventions.  Students with food allergies 

may be entitled to accommodations or plans to address their needs.  We look forward to working collaboratively 

with you to provide all of our students with a safe learning environment.  We appreciate your care and support of 

our students and school. 

Buchanan's Reading Round-Up School Wide      

Incentive Program Returns!! 

We had so many achievements to celebrate from last year's reading incentive 

program: 1,469,260 minutes read, Buchanan's first reading garden installed, a 

beautiful mural painted, and Mrs.  Randel's "Happy" bike ride.  It is with great 

enthusiasm that the reading team announces the return of the Buchanan's Reading Round-Up. The 

2015/2016 school year reading incentive program will kick off in October. Look for information and the 

first reading log to go home with your student the last week of September. With a bigger goal and priz-

es to earn, we are certain that Buchanan will once again persevere.  



Be Responsible:  Follow Instructions 
 

 

We tell our students that the ‘Blazer Way’ means doing the right thing even when no one is 

looking.   Or we might ask a student to do something because it is the right thing to do.  The 

question is, can we expect students to do this without first providing instructions for how to do 

it?  Logically it is not fair to ask someone to do the right thing without first providing some 

idea of what the right thing is.  Therefore, let’s start at the beginning of what being responsible 

looks like at school.   

A good place to start is to look at following instructions.   Of course, different situations are  

going to call for different ways of following instructions.  The simplest place to begin is what 

following instructions in the classroom might look like.  Below is a simple step by step           

illustration to read and look at with your student: 

 

 

 

 

Having a good understanding of how to follow instructions is a great place to 

begin towards being responsible.  Following instructions can lead students 

towards getting their classwork done with their best effort, and can lead  

students towards safe play on the playground.  Let’s face it, the ability to   

follow instructions is just a great tool for the tool box of life. 

Children’s Chorus for 3rd-5th Grade 

Meets every Wednesday morning from 7:30am to 8:00am 

Last day to join is September 23rd.  

CAASPP 

Last year, we began a new era in student assessment with 

students in grades 3-5 took a new online test in English 

Language Arts and math, the California Assessment of 

Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP).  We are expecting the release of these results 

sometime this month.  Please remember these results are just a starting point and they are 

only one measure of student progress.  The results  will provide better information for par-

ents, teachers and administrators to support our students' advancement in learning new 

standards that will help prepare  them for 21st century careers and college.   





Student safety is our number one concern.  It is extremely important that parents and     
students use the crosswalk when walking to and from the parking lot.  If you are picking up 
your children in your car, please ask them to wait for you in front of the Multi Purpose 
Room and not by the kindergarten gate area.  Remember to keep moving forward so we 
can get as many cars as possible into the loop.  Please do not leave your car unattended.  
With your help, we can keep the students safe.  Please be patient and take your time when entering and 
exiting the parking lot.  Remember, the loop is a NO cell phone use area.  Safety is our top priority.   

Upcoming School Spirit Day 

Our first Spirit Day is September 18th 

Wear your favorite sports jersey to school! 

Box Top Contest 

Our first contest period ends on October 15th.  The classroom from each grade that submits 

the most box tops will get to play a kickball game with Mrs. Randel and Mr. Curtis.  Our Mr. 

Keith will be the referee!  Send in those box tops now!! 

Buchanan PTA is proud to sponsor 

Internet Safety Night 
Tuesday, September 22nd   —    6:00-7:00pm 

 
 

Concerned about your Child’s computer safety?  

Join us in the Buchanan MPR for guidance!  
We are teaming with the Murrieta Valley United School District’s  

Director of Safe Schools, Wayne Sakamoto to bring parents this important information.  

Topics to be discussed: 

Internet 

Technology 

Popular Culture 

Risk Factors 

Protective Factors 

Cyber-bullying 

                     Parent Strategies 

 

Help keep your kids safe on the Internet 



 

Help Your Child Succeed in School:  

Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early  

School success goes hand in hand with good attendance!  

DID YOU KNOW?  

• Starting in kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.  

• Missing 10 percent (or about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read.  

• Students can still fall behind if they miss just a day or two days every few weeks.  

• Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.  

• Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help children catch up.  

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this habit in 
preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Good attendance will 
help children do well in high school, college, and at work.  

WHAT YOU CAN DO  

 Set a regular bed time and morning routine.  

 Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.  

 Find out what day school starts and make sure your child has the required shots.  

 Introduce your child to her teachers and classmates before school starts to help her transition.  

 Don’t let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. Keep in mind complaints of a stomach ache or headache 
can be a sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.  

 If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, school counselors, or other parents for ad-
vice on how to make her feel comfortable and excited about learning.  

 Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, or 
another parent.  

 Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school is in session.  

 

When Do Absences Become a Problem?  

 
CHRONIC ABSENCE 18 or more days  
WARNING SIGNS 10 to 17 days  
SATISFACTORY 9 or fewer absences Note: These numbers assume a 180-day school year.  

 

For more on school readiness, visit attendanceworks.org and reachoutandread.org 1  

 

Ms. Richardson – School Counselor 









  



Buchanan Elementary 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

7:30am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade 

Rehearsal 

 

5th Grade Band 

Lessons 

3 4 

Spirit Assembly 

 

PTA Fundraiser 

Orders & Money 

Due 

5th Gr Band 

5 

 

6 7 

Holiday— 

No School 

8 9 
7:30am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade 

Rehearsal 

 

5th Grade Band 

Lessons 

10 11 

Picture Make Up 

Day 

 

5th Gr Band 

 

5pm Military Family 

Network Meeting 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

Early Release Day 

15 

Running Club 

 

16 
7:30am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade 

Rehearsal 

 

5th Grade Band 

Lessons 

 

17 
Running Club 

 

 

18 

Spirit Assembly 

 

5th Gr Band 

19 

20 21 
Early Release Day 

22 

Running Club 

 

6pm PTA Internet 

Safety Information 

Night 

23 
7:30am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade 

Rehearsal 

 

5th Grade Band 

Lessons 

24 

Running Club 

 

6pm Watch 

D.O.G.S. Kickoff 

Event 
 

25 

 
5th Gr Band 

26 

27 28 
Early Release Day 

29 
Running Club 

30 
7:30am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade 

Rehearsal 

5th Grade Band 

Oct 1 
 
4th & 5th Grade 

Auditions for Drama 

Club 

  



Buchanan Elementary is starting a Military Family Support Group for 

families who are in the military or have loved ones serving our country.   

If you are interested in joining our support group, please join us an information night on    

September 11th at 5pm in the MPR.  You can also email our Military coordinator,  

Mrs. Simmons at psimmons@murrieta.k12.ca.us or call the office at 951-696-1428 








