
CA Standards 
MR 1.2 Determine when 

and how to break a problem into 
simpler parts.

NS 2.8 Solve problems that 
require two or more of the skills 
mentioned above.

Also NS 2.0, MR 1.1, 
MR 2.0, MR 2.3, MR 2.4, 
MR 2.6, MR 3.0, MR 3.1, 
MR 3.2, MR 3.3

Problem Solving Plan
Multistep Problems
Objective Solve problems that have more than one step.

Rosa’s uncle sends her a postcard every week.

Rosa has 3 postcards of fish. She has 9 times 
as many postcards of birds. How many 
postcards of fish and birds does she have?

UNDERSTAND

The problem asks how many postcards of fish and birds 
Rosa has. Rosa has 3 fish postcards. She has 9 times as 
many bird postcards.

PLAN

It takes more than one step to solve this problem. 
Break the problem into parts.

• First, find the number of bird postcards.

• Then find the sum of the bird and fish postcards.

SOLVE

1  Find the number of 
bird postcards.

fish postcards 3
 ____ × 9 
 27 bird postcards

2  Add to find the total.

fish postcards

bird postcards 27
 ____ + 3 
 30

total postcards

Rosa has 30 postcards of fish and birds.

LOOK BACK

Did you answer the question that was asked? 
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Solve using the Ask Yourself questions.

 1. Rosa received 6 postcards of mammals and 
3 postcards of frogs each month for 3 months. 
How many postcards is that?

Math Talk Look back at Problem 1. Did you 
multiply and then add or add and then multiply? 
Will both work?

• How can I break the 
problem into parts?

• Did I answer the 
question that was 
asked?
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