
Essential Question:  Did the Treaty of Versailles create a 
lasting peace in Europe?  Why or why not? 

Chapter 13-4 - A Flawed Peace



The Allies Meet at Versailles

 The war was over and the killing had stopped, but the terms of peace still 
had to be worked out.

 A conference was set up at the Palace of Versailles, outside of Paris, known as 
the Paris Peace Conference

 Delegates from 32 countries came, but the major decisions were made by the 
Big Four
 Woodrow Wilson (United States)
 Georges Clemenceau (France)
 David Lloyd George (Britain)
 Vittorio Orlando (Italy)

 The defeated, Germany and its allies were not represented, nor was Russia 
which was in the grips of a civil war.
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The Allies Meet at Versailles

 While the war was still going on, in January of 1918, President Wilson 
had laid down a plan for achieving a just and lasting peace called the 
Fourteen Points. 

 The guiding ideas behind the points was self-determination, which meant 
allowing people to decide for themselves under what government they 
wished to live.

 He also proposed a hope for a general organization of nations that 
would protect great and small states alike and could peacefully 
negotiate solutions to world conflicts



Differing Allied Goals

 France, Georges Clemenceau
 Punish Germany
 Make Germany pay for costs of war

 Great Britain, David Lloyd George
 Punish Germany
 Don’t weaken Germany
Wanted Germany to stop communism from spreading out of Russia

 Italy, Vittorio Orlando
 Wanted to gain territory
 Italy was essentially ignored



The Allies Meet at Versailles

 Britain and France showed little interest in Wilson’s vision of peace, 
and instead were concerned about national security and wanted to 
punish Germany.  They  placed sole responsibility for the war on 
Germany and forced them to pay reparations to the Allies. 

 The Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919 between 
Germany and the Allies

 All of Germany’s colonies in Africa and the Pacific were taken, and put 
under Allied control.

 They did agree to Wilson’s fourteenth point and created a League of 
Nations, but gave it little power.



The War Guilt Clause

 Article 231
 "The Allied and Associated Governments affirm, and Germany 

accepts, the responsibility of Germany and her Allies for causing all 
the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associate Governments 
and their nationals have been subjected as a consequence of a war 
imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany and her Allies." 



The Allies Meet at Versailles

 The Treaty of Versailles led to later separate treaties which created 
many new nations out of the huge land loss by the central powers.

 Several new nations were created out of the Austro-Hungarian Empire; 
Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia were all recognized 
as independent nations.

 The Ottoman Turks were forced to give up almost all their former 
empire, retaining only the territory of Turkey.

 In the end the treaty was rejected by the United States and created 
bitterness around the world, thereby doing little to build a lasting 
peace.
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The Legacy of War

 World War I was a new type of war, with the use of technology on a 
global scale, and the resulting type of destruction never seen before

 The war leaves 8.5 million soldiers dead and 21 million wounded, as 
well as millions of civilians dead and wounded.

 The war costs $338,000,000,000, destroys land and towns in Europe 
and Russia, and causes disillusionment in society.



•Militarism
•Alliance System
•Nationalism
•Imperialism
•Assassination of Franz Ferdinand

Causes of WWI

Effects of WWI

•Allied victory
•Boom in American economy
•Colonies lost for defeated empires
•Destruction in Europe
•Emergence of U.S. as a world 
leader & economic giant
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