The Real World—College Research Papers
	
	“This is the true story... of ex-Nighthawk students... picked to live on a college campus...working together and spending their days doing research  and research papers... to find out what happens... when people graduate from high school... and start getting real...The Real[College] World.”


I recently took a poll of Murrieta Valley High School graduates on the reality of college research and the skills they ACTUALLY need once they get there.  Following is a representative sampling of responses from these students, who attend college all over the United States:

Q:  Approximately how many research papers have you done since you’ve been in college?
--I probably did about six or seven research papers the whole time I was in college.  (UCSB)

--At least four in my freshman year.  (San Francisco State University)

--Three research papers already in two semesters of college.  (UC Berkeley)

--Five papers in my freshman year.  (UCSB)

--Four papers so far in my freshman year.  (UC Irvine)

--So far I haven’t written any research papers but that is because I am not in any classes that require research papers….but for My English advanced class I have a five-page paper due every two weeks.  (First quarter, UCLA)

--15 major research papers over my entire college career.  (Brown)
--I’m double-majoring, so after three years I’d say I’ve done perhaps 25 to 40 papers or assignments.  (Columbia)

Q:  Approximately how many pages do your teachers require when assigning research papers?
--8-20 (UCSB)

--2-5 (SFSU)

--5-10 (UC Berkeley)

--3-10 (UCSB)

--7-15 (UCI)

--2-10 (SDSU)

--Five pages minimum.  A five-page paper in college is considered really small and my English professor thinks that we should be able to write one in a couple of hours.  (UCLA)

--15-20 (Brown)

--up to 50 (Columbia)

Q:  When you do research, do you mostly access internet sites?  Books or other periodicals?  Online databases?  Other?  What is the reality for today’s college student?

--Our library has an amazing number of online databases—hundreds.  I do all my research from the databases; I have never pulled a book from a shelf.  (SDSU)

--I like going to the library and using books for research papers because most students don’t and it shows that you actually put effort into the paper.  Most instructors put a clause in the syllabus that says whether or not they allow Wikipedia (most do not).  I also like using unique sources like oral histories or newspaper articles to stand out.  I call experts just for the hell of it.  (Columbia)

--Google Scholar is pretty key.  It brings up legit articles and on most campuses you have extended access without paying.  We also have a huge selection of online databases.  I would NEVER even remotely consider using or citing Wikipedia.  (Brown)
--Online databases…..not really books, it’s all online now.  (UCI)

--Online databases.  (UCSB)

--Wikipedia can be useful for getting the general information, although you definitely can’t pretend it’s an accurate source.  Wikipedia almost always has a section at the bottom of each article for references that were mentioned, so usually after reading the general info, I’ll go the references and check out the ACTUAL sources.  I use the university’s library search website to find relevant books that are in the library….also try Google Scholar to find books and credible journal articles. (UC Berkeley)

--Books and electronic journals available on the computers in the library, internet.  (UCSB)

--Do not use Wikipedia as a source unless you want a zero on your paper.  (SFSU)

Q:  What does your school do to discourage plagiarism in student papers?
--Professors would openly use anti-plagiarism websites.  They would typically have us submit both a paper and electronic copy, so they could run the electronic versions through the website.  (George Washington University)

--A lot of professors use a website called turn-it-in where we are supposed to send our papers in electronically.  If they catch plagiarism then they can either choose to give you a zero or put you up for suspension or expulsion from school.  Plagiarism is stealing someone else’s work and in college is definitely NOT taken lightly!  Don’t do it.  It’s not worth the trouble you get into in college seeing that it can ruin your whole educational experience through one stupid shortcut.  (UCLA)

--Every paper that we hand in hard copy is also submitted to turnitin.com which checks all online papers.  (UCI)

--You basically get kicked out if they find you plagiarizing.  (SDSU)

--You automatically fail the class, and probably worse.  In some classes, I’ve had to submit an electronic version of my paper to a website that indexes all the papers it receives and checks to see if any portions of them match (not only catches plagiarism from website sources but from student to student).  (UC Berkeley)

--They let us know that if they catch us we will definitely fail the class and probably get kicked out of school for academic dishonesty.  (SFSU)

--I can’t tell you how many professors presented us with the academic dishonest policy on the very first day of each term….consequences include failure of class, suspension or expulsion.  (UCSB)

Q:  What other practical, real-world advice can you give my students about writing papers in college?
--Plan ahead, do an outline, make sure you have a thesis…without a strong thesis the best grade you can hope to get is a C, make sure your paper PROVES your thesis, proofread and DON’T CHEAT!  (UCSB)
--The most obvious but most important is to not procrastinate.  Procrastination in college will ruin your life.  Also in college they don’t check things as we go along.  They just say, here’s the assignment, hand me the paper on this date.  (SFSU)

--Waiting till the last minute to do a research paper is not fun.  At all. Don’t be an idiot and plagiarize.  If you really want to throw thousands of dollars worth of a college education away, just send the money to my PayPal account instead.  (UC Berkeley)

--If you aren’t sure about your thesis or about the direction of your paper, TAs or professors are usually really nice about meeting with you to discuss it during their office hours, and I always found it to be very helpful.  (George Washington University)

--DO NOT leave things till the last minute.  Re-read what you write slowly, and out loud, because with research papers, all the quoting and the paraphrasing and the analyzing of what you found leads to a jumble of words.  Sometimes your thoughts go faster than your fingers can type and you re-read and go “what the heck was I trying to say?!”  Also, go to the librarians for help, they help you with online research, help you navigate the school database; they sometimes just give you a list of places to go that answers your questions.  USE YOUR RESOURCES!!!!  (UCI)

--Don’t procrastinate.  Seriously, it is not helpful.  In college there is NO hand-holding.  You are expected to know how to write already. (UCLA)

--Don’t wait until the last minute to write your papers.  Many colleges have some kind of writing tutoring.  Brown had a great program where you could speak with older students who were good writers and have them critique your work.  Know your writing ability and know what amounts of time you need to get your paper done.  What might take one person two hours could take another person two days.  (Brown)

--Listen to what your requirements are.  Some professors might be specific, others more general.  Always ask questions if you’re not sure.  Definitely do your research…more than you think you need to.  Always cite properly, and in the correct format requested by the professor.  (SDSU)
