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This handout provides information about annotaibtidgraphies in MLA,
APA, and CMS.

Annotated Bibliographies
Definitions

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websitesigalicals, etc.)
one has used for researching a topic. Bibliograpaie sometimes called
"references" or "works cited" depending on theesfgkmat you are using. A
bibliography usually just includes the bibliograpmformation (i.e., the
author, title, publisher, etc.).

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation.

Therefore, amnnotated bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation
of each of the sources. Depending on your projetit@assignment, your
annotations may do one or more of the following:

« Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the sourcet Wha
the main arguments? What is the point of this barokrticle? What
topics are covered? If someone asked what thidettiook is about,
what would you say? The length of your annotatieitisdetermine
how detailed your summary is.

For more help, see our handoutganaphrasing sources.



« Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpfuét@luate it. Is
it a useful source? How does it compare with offoerrces in your
bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is temurce biased or
objective? What is the goal of this source?

For more help, see our handoutsapaluating resour ces.

+ Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a sourcaegduo
ask how it fits into your research. Was this sourelpful to you? How
does it help you shape your argument? How can geuthis source in
your research project? Has it changed how you thAbdut your topic?

Your annotated bibliography may include some o$éhall of these, or
even others. If you're doing this for a class, gbauld get specific
guidelines from your instructor.

Why should | write an annotated bibliography?

Tolearn about your topic: Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent
preparation for a research project. Just collecmgces for a bibliography is
useful, but when you have to write annotationsefach source, you're forced
to read each source more carefully. You beginad raore critically instead of
just collecting information. At the professionavét, annotated bibliographies
allow you to see what has been done in the litezadnd where your own
research or scholarship can fit. To help you foateih thesis: Every good
research paper is an argument. The purpose ofrobsisao state and support a
thesis. So a very important part of research i®ltging a thesis that is
debatable, interesting, and current. Writing anosswied bibliography can help
you gain a good perspective on what is being daoditayour topic. By reading
and responding to a variety of sources on a typig}l start to see what the
issues are, what people are arguing about, and §an be able to develop
your own point of view.

To help other resear chers. Extensive and scholarly annotated bibliographies
are sometimes published. They provide a comprefensierview of

everything important that has been and is beirngd)@aput that topic. You may
not ever get your annotated bibliography publisted,as a researcher, you
might want to look for one that has been publisileolut your topic.

Format

The format of an annotated bibliography can vamyif you're doing one for a
class, it's important to ask for specific guidedine

The bibliographic information: Generally, though, the bibliographic
information of the source (the title, author, pabér, date, etc.) is written in



either MLA or APA format. For more help with forntiaig, see ouM LA
handout. For APA, go hereAPA handout.

Theannotations: The annotations for each source are written iagraph
form. The lengths of the annotations can vary $iggmtly from a couple of
sentences to a couple of pages. The length wikemn the purpose. If
you're just writing summaries of your sources,dhaotations may not be very
long. However, if you are writing an extensive gsal of each source, you'll
need more space.

You can focus your annotations for your own ne@d®w sentences of
general summary followed by several sentences wfywu can fit the work
into your larger paper or project can serve youd whken you go to draft.
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Annotated Bibliography Example

Elizabeth Thompson

Professor Stacks

English 102

20 August 2001

Stem Cell Resear ch: An Annotated Bibliography

Holland, Suzannelhe Human Embryonic Stem Cell Debate: Science, Ethics, and
Public Policy. Boston: MIT Press, 2001. Print.

This is the annotation of the above source, whsdieimatted according to
MLA 2009 (7th ed.) guidelines for the bibliograplméormation listed above.
If I were really writing an annotation for this soa, | would offer a brief
summary of what this book says about stem cellarese

After a brief summary, it would be appropriate $s@ss this source and offer
some criticisms of it. Does it seem like a reliabtal current source? Why? Is
the research biased or objective? Are the factsdeeumented? Who is the
author? Is she qualified in this subject? Is tbisree scholarly, popular, some
of both?



The length of your annotation will depend on thgigiement or on the purpose
of your annotated bibliography. After summarizimglaassessing, you can now
reflect on this source. How does it fit into yoasearch? Is this a helpful
resource? Too scholarly? Not scholarly enough?geseeral/specific? Since
"stem cell research” is a very broad topic, has $burce helped you to narrow
your topic?

Senior, K. "Extending the Ethical Boundaries ofrBt€ell Research.Trendsin
Molecular Medicine 7 (2001): 5-6. Print.

Not all annotations have to be the same lengthekample, this source is a
very short scholarly article. It may only take atesice or two to summarize.
Even if you are using a book, you should only foonghe sections that relate
to your topic.

Not all annotated bibliographies assess and refteche merely summarize.
That may not be the most helpful for you, buthiktis an assignment, you
should always ask your instructor for specific gliiges.

Wallace, Kelly. "Bush Stands Pat on Stem Cell BGli€NN. 13 August 2001. 17
August 2001. Television.

Notice that in this example, | chose a varietyaifrses: a book, a scholarly
journal, and a web page. Using a variety of soucesashelp give you a broader
picture of what is being said about your topic. Yoay want to investigate
how scholarly sources are treating this topic dgifely than more popular
sources. But again, if your assignment is to osky scholarly sources, then
you will probably want to avoid magazines and papweb sites.

Notice that the bibliographic information abovereper MLA format (use
whatever style is appropriate in your field) and #mnotations are in
paragraph form. Note also that the entries areadptized by the first word in
the bibliographic entry. If you are writing an ataied bibliography with
many sources, it may be helpful to divide the sesiiato categories. For
example, if | were putting together an extensiveadated bibliography for
stem cell research, | might divide the sources dattegories such as ethical
concerns, scholarly analyses, and political raraiions.

For more examples, a quick search at a librarwen®n the Internet should
produce several examples of annotated bibliograghigour area.
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Annotated Bibliography Samples

Overview

For a sample of an entry from an annotated bikdipgy entry in PDF, click on
the downloadable file in the media box above.

Below you will find sample annotations from annethbibliographies, each
with a different research project. Remember thatathnotations you include in
your own bibliography should reflect your resegpebject and/or the
guidelines of your assignment.

As mentioned elsewhere in this resource, deperahinge purpose of your
bibliography, some annotations may summarize, Soagassess or evaluate
a source, and some may reflect on the sousqaossible uses for the project at
hand. Some annotations may address all three s¢ teps. Consider the
purpose of your annotated bibliography and/or yositructor s directions
when deciding how much information to include iugannotations.

Please keep in mind that all your text, including write up beneath the
citation, must be indented so that the authortsnlasie is the only text that is
flush left.

Sample MLA Annotation

Lamott, AnneBird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life. New York:
Anchor Books, 1995. Print.

Lamott's book offers honest advice on the natue wfiting life,
complete with its insecurities and failures. Takigumorous
approach to the realities of being a writer, thapthrs in Lamott's
book are wry and anecdotal and offer advice onyglierg from
plot development to jealousy, from perfectionisnstimggling

with one's own internal critic. In the process, laanincludes
writing exercises designed to be both productivefan.

Lamott offers sane advice for those struggling \ilig anxieties of
writing, but her main project seems to be offeriing reader a
reality check regarding writing, publishing, ancuggling with
one's own imperfect humanity in the process. Ratiaar a
practical handbook to producing and/or publishthgs text is
indispensable because of its honest perspectsvdpiwn-to-earth
humor, and its encouraging approach.

Chapters in this text could easily be includechia ¢urriculum for
a writing class. Several of the chapters in Paddress the writing
process and would serve to generate discussiotudargs' own



drafting and revising processes. Some of the vgrigixercises
would also be appropriate for generating classraoiting
exercises. Students should find Lamott's style botjaging and
enjoyable.

In the sample annotation above, the writer inclutiese paragraphs: a
summary, an evaluation of the text, and a refl@ctio its applicability to
his/her own research, respectively.

For information on formatting MLA citations, seerdd L A 2009 For matting
and Style Guide.

Sample APA Annotation

Ehrenreich, B. (2001)Nickel and dimed: On (not) getting by in America. New York:
Henry Holt and Company.

In this book of nonfiction based on the journadistkperiential
research, Ehrenreich attempts to ascertain whétisecurrently
possible for an individual to live on a minimum-veaig America.
Taking jobs as a waitress, a maid in a cleaninge®rand a Wal-
Mart sales employee, the author summarizes anectsfon her
work, her relationships with fellow workers, and fieancial
struggles in each situation.

An experienced journalist, Ehrenreich is awareheflimitations of
her experiment and the ethical implications of éxgveriential
research tactics and reflects on these issueg itet. The author
is forthcoming about her methods and supplementsxperiences
with scholarly research on her places of employmtaeteconomy,
and the rising cost of living in America. Ehrent€ics project is
timely, descriptive, and well-researched.

The annotation above both summarizes and asségskedk in the citation.
The first paragraph provides a brief summary ofah#nor's project in the
book, covering the main points of the work. Theosecparagraph points out
the projects strengths and evaluates its methods and preisentahis
particular annotation does not reflect on the seiuscpotential importance or
usefulness for this persols own research.

For information on formatting APA citations, see &PA For matting and
Style Guide.

Sample Chicago Manual Style Annotation

Davidson, Hilda EllisRoles of the Northern Goddess. London: Routledge, 1998.



Davidson's book provides a thorough examinatiothefmajor
roles filled by the numerous pagan goddesses ahior Europe
in everyday life, including their roles in huntiragriculture,
domestic arts like weaving, the household, andhdddte author
discusses relevant archaeological evidence, pattégrsymbol and
ritual, and previous research. The book includesraber of black
and white photographs of relevant artifacts.

This annotation includes only one paragraph, a samyof the book. It
provides a concise description of the project d&edbiook’s project and its
major features.

Our CMS Formatting and Style Guide is forthcomigr information on
formatting Chicago Style citationdick here.
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