Subjunctive: Part I 

The subjunctive is not a tense; rather, it is a mood. Tense refers when an action takes place (past, present, future), while mood merely reflects how the speaker feels about the action. The subjunctive mood is rarely used in English, but it is widely used in Spanish. 

So far, you have studied verb tenses in the indicative. The indicative tense is used to express factual information, certainty, and objectivity. 

Usted va al Perú en marzo. You are going to Peru in Marzo. 

The above sentence merely reports the fact that you are going to Peru in December, thus use the indicative 

Let's change the above example slightly: 

No dudo que usted va al Perú en marzo.
I don't doubt that you are going to Peru in March. 

In the above sentence, the clause "no dudo" introduces a quality of certainty, -- the speaker has no doubt, so the indicative mood is used in the second clause (va) as well as the first (no dudo). 

Let's make another slight change to our example: 

Dudo que usted vaya al Perú en marzo.
I doubt that you are going to Peru in March. 

In the above sentence, the verb "dudo" introduces a quality of uncertainty, -- the speaker does have doubt, so here the subjunctive mood is used 

The subjunctive mood is used to express everything except certainty and objectivity: things like doubt, uncertainty, subjectivity, etc. 

Yo dudo que usted vaya al Perú en marzo.
I doubt that you are going to Peru in March. 

Since the above statement does not express certainty, the subjunctive (vaya) is required in the second clause. 

Indicative

John goes to the store.  (This sentence merely states the certain, objective fact that John goes to the store.)

I know that John goes to the store.  (The clause "I know" tells us that the speaker feels that it is a certain, objective fact that John goes to the store.)




Subjunctive

I want John to go to the store.
(The clause "I want" tells us that the speaker feels that there is uncertainty as to whether John goes to the store.)

I hope that John goes to the store.
(The clause "I hope" tells us that the speaker feels that there is uncertainty as to whether John goes to the store.)

It is possible that John will go to the store.
(The clause "it is possible" tells us that the speaker feels that there is uncertainty as to whether John goes to the store.)

It's good that John goes to the store.
(The clause "it's good" alerts us that the speaker is about to express a subjective opinion.)

It's important that John goes to the store.
(The clause "it's important" alerts us that the speaker is about to express a subjective opinion.) 

Because there must be some uncertainty or subjectivity to warrant the use of the subjunctive, you will usually see it in sentences that contain a main clause which introduces a quality of uncertainty or subjectivity. 

1.  I hope she will come.  I hope = main clause
2.  I know she will come.  I know = main clause
3.  I feel she will come.  I feel = main clause. 

The above examples all have main clauses, but only the first and the third introduce an element of uncertainty or subjectivity. 

The following is a list of clauses commonly associated with the use of the subjunctive: 

a menos que ... unless ...  /  antes (de) que ... before ...
con tal (de) que ...provided that ...
cuando ...  when ...  /  conviene que ... it is advisable that 
después (de) que ...  after ...  /  dudar que ... to doubt that ...
en caso de que ...  in case ...  /  en cuanto ...  as soon as ...
es aconsejable que ...  it's advisable that ...
es bueno que ...  it's good that ...  
es difícil que ...  it's difficult for ...
es dudoso que ... it is doubtful that ...
es fácil que ... it's easy for ...
es fantástico que ... it's fantastic that ...
es importante que ... it's important that ...
es imposible que ... it's impossible that ...
es improbable que ... it's unlikely that ...
es incierto que ... it's uncertain that ...
es increíble que ... it's incredible that ...
es (una) lástima que ... it's a pity that ...
es malo que ... it's bad that ...
es mejor que ... it's better that ...
es menester que ... it's necessary that ...
es necesario que ... it's necessary that ...
esperar que ... to wish that ...
es posible que ... it's possible that ...
es preciso que ... it's necessary that ...
es preferible que ... it's preferable that ...
es probable que ... it's probable that ...
es raro que ... it's rare that ...
es ridículo que ... it's ridiculous that ...
estar contento que to be happy that ...
es terrible que ... it's terrible that ...
hasta que ... until ...  /  mientras que ... while ...
insistir en que ... to insist that ...
mandar que ... to order that ...
más vale que ... it's better that ...
negar que ... to deny that ... / temer que ... to fear that ...
no creer que ... not to believe that ...
no es cierto que ... it's not certain that ...
no estar convencido de que ... to not be convinced that ...
no estar seguro de que ... to not be sure that ...
no es verdad que ... it's not true that ...
no imaginarse que ... to not imagine that ...
no parecer que ... to not seem that ...
no pensar que ... to not think that ...
no suponer que ... to not suppose that ...
ojalá que ... if only he would ...
para que ... in order that ... / pedir que ... to ask that ...
preferir que ... to prefer that ...
prohibir que ... to prohibit that ...
puede ser que ... it may be that ...
querer que ... to want that ...
recomendar que ... to recommend that ...
rogar que ... to plead that ... / sin que ... without ...
sentir que ... to regret that ...
sugerir que ... to suggest that ...
tan pronto como ... as soon as ...
tener miedo de que ... to be afraid that ... 

There are more expressions that trigger use of the subjunctive that we haven't included. Instead of trying to memorize such a long list, why not familiarize yourself with a much shorter list with which the indicative is used? 

creer que ... to believe that ...
no dudar que ... to not doubt that ...
es cierto que ... it is certain that ...
es claro que ... it is clear that ...
es evidente que ...it is certain that ...
es obvio que ... it is obvious that ...
estar seguro que ... to be sure that ...
es verdad que ... it is true that ...
no cabe duda que ... there's no doubt that ...
no es dudoso que ... it is not doubtful that ...
no hay duda que ... there is no doubt that ... 

Since these expressions introduce a quality of certainty, they do not trigger the use of the subjunctive. 

Subjunctive: Part I
A. Identify and write (in Spanish) the main clause for each sentence. Include the word "que." Top of Form
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Subjunctive: Part 


1. Creo que ellos están en la casa.
I believe that they are in the house. ______                     Is it  __ subjunctive or __ indicative 
2. Quiero que el chico coma más.
I want the boy to eat more. _____ Is it __ subjunctive or __ indicative 

3. Es importante que los alumnos estudien cada día.
It's important that the students study every day. _____ Is it__ subjunctive or __ indicative 

4. Es necesario que tú lo comprendas.
It is necessary that you understand it. _____                Is it __ subjunctive or __ indicative

5. Es cierto que ella viene. 
It is certain that she is coming. _____                                    Is it ___ subjunctive or __ indicative 

6. Es dudoso que tú tengas gripe.
It's doubtful that you have the flu. _____                                     Is it __ subjunctive or __ indicative 

7. Es probable que ellos vuelvan pronto.
It's probable that they will return soon. _____                             Is it __ subjunctive or __ indicative 

8. Es necesario que tu esposo lo escriba.
It's necessary that your husband write it. _____                             Is it __ subjunctive or __ indicative 

9. Ella teme que los alumnos no estudien.
She fears that the students don't study. _____                        Is it  __ subjunctive or __ indicative 

10. Ella prefiere que nosotros salgamos.
She prefers that we leave. _____                                              Is it __ subjunctive or __ indicative 

Subjunctive: Part II 
For most verbs, the present subjunctive is formed by following these three steps: 

1. Start with the yo form of the present indicative.
2. Then drop the -o ending.
3. Finally, add the following endings:

-ar verbs: -e, -es, -e, -emos, -éis, -en
-er and -ir verbs: -a, -as, -a, -amos, -áis, -an 

Regular -ar verbs like hablar (yo hablo). 
hablo - o = habl
habl + e = hable         habl + emos = hablemos
habl + es = hables     habl + éis = habléis
habl + e = hable         habl + en = hablen
Regular -er verbs like comer (yo como). 

como - o = com
com + a = coma        com + amos = comamos
com + as = comas    com + áis = comáis
com + a = coma        com + an = coman

Regular -ir verbs like vivir (yo vivo). 

vivo - o = viv
viv + a = viva          viv + amos = vivamos
viv + as = vivas      viv + áis = viváis
viv + a = viva          viv + an = vivan 

The formula also works for verbs that have irregular "yo" forms in the present indicative. Study these examples: 

conocer (yo conozco)
conozco - o = conozc

conozc + a = conozca        conozc + amos = conozcamos
conozc + as = conozcas    conozc + áis = conozcáis
conozc + a = conozca        conozc + an = conozcan


tener (yo tengo)
tengo - o = teng

teng + a = tenga        teng + amos = tengamos
teng + as = tengas    teng + áis = tengáis
teng + a = tenga        teng + an = tengan

salir (yo salgo)
salgo - o = salg

salg + a = salga       salg + amos = salgamos
salg + as = salgas   salg + áis = salgáis
salg + a = salga       salg + an = salgan

For -ar and -er stem-changing verbs, the formula applies except that there is no stem change in the nosotros and vosotros forms. Study these examples: 

pensar (yo pienso)
pienso - o = piens

piens + e = piense        pens + emos = pensemos
piens + es = pienses    pens + éis = penséis
piens + e = piense        piens + en = piensen


perder (yo pierdo)
pierdo - o = pierd

pierd + a = pierda         perd + amos = perdamos
pierd + as = pierdas     perd + áis = perdáis
pierd + a = pierda         pierd + an = pierdan 

contar (yo cuento)
cuento - o = cuent

cuent + e = cuente       cont + emos = contemos
cuent + es = cuentes   cont + éis = contéis
cuent + e = cuente       cuent + en = cuenten


volver (yo vuelvo)
vuelvo - o = vuelv

vuelv + a = vuelva         volv + amos = volvamos
vuelv + as = vuelvas     volv + áis = volváis
vuelv + a = vuelva         vuelv + an = vuelvan

For -ir stem-changing verbs, the formula applies except that the stem change in the nosotros and vosotros forms follows these patterns: o:ue verbs change o to u; e:ie verbs change e to i; e:i verbs change e to i. Study these examples: 

dormir (yo duermo)
duermo - o = duerm

duerm + a = duerma          durm + amos = durmamos
duerm + as = duermas      durm + áis = durmáis
duerm + a = duerma          duerm + an = duerman


sentir (yo siento)
siento - o = sient

sient + a = sienta         sint + amos = sintamos
sient + as = sientas     sint + áis = sintáis
sient + a = sienta         sient + an = sientan


pedir (yo pido)
pido - o = pid

pid + a = pida         pid + amos = pidamos
pid + as = pidas     pid + áis = pidáis
pid + a = pida         pid + an = pidan

Subjunctive: Part II
A. Choose the correct subjunctive conjugation for the following regular verbs. 

Top of Form

1. yo (escuchar)  __________
2. tú (abrir) __________ 
3. nosotros (viajar) _________ 
4. ustedes (comprar) ________ 
5. Juan (beber) __________ 
6. las señoritas (mandar) _________ 
7. Juan y yo (correr) ________ 
8. usted (vivir) ________ 
B. Write the correct subjunctive conjugation for the following verbs that have irregular "yo" forms in the present indicative. 

9. caber  yo ___________ 
10. conocer  él __________ 
11. salir los chicos __________ 
12. poner  nosotras _______ ______
13. hacer  tú _________ 
14. ver  tú y yo __________ 
C. Write the correct subjunctive conjugation for the following -ar and -er stem-changing verbs. 

15. mostrar  Pablo _________ 
16. volver  yo __________ 
17. encontrar  tú y yo _________ 
D. Write the correct subjunctive conjugation for the following -ir stem-changing verbs. 

18. morir  el perro __________ 
19. dormer  tú y yo __________ 
20. advertir  las mujeres __________ 
Subjunctive: Part III 

There are changes in spelling, changes that are made for one purpose -- to preserve the sound of the infinitive. 

Remember, pronunciation comes first. Spelling merely reflects the way a word is pronounced. Here are the rules for the orthographic changes in the present subjunctive: 

For verbs that end in -zar, the z changes to c when it comes before the letter e. 

empezar (e:ie) 

empiece         empecemos
empieces       empecéis
empiece         empiecen

For verbs that end in -ger or -gir, the g changes to j when it comes before the letter a. 

escoger 

escoja       escojamos
escojas     escojáis
escoja       escojan

elegir (e:i) 

elija       elijamos
elijas     elijáis
elija       elijan

For verbs that end in -guir, the gu changes to g when it comes before the letter a. 

seguir (e:i) 

siga       sigamos
sigas     sigáis
siga       sigan

For verbs that end in -car, the c changes to qu when it comes before the letter e. 

buscar 

busque       busquemos
busques     busquéis
busque       busquen

For verbs that end in -gar, the g changes to gu when it comes before the letter e. 

pagar 

pague       paguemos
pagues     paguéis
pague       paguen

For verbs that end in uir, add the letter y before the letter a. 

huir 

huya       huyamos
huyas     huyáis
huya       huyan

There is just one more consideration for conjugating verbs in the present subjunctive. We will cover that in the next lesson. 

empezar (e:ie) 

empiece       empecemos
empieces     empecéis
empiece       empiecen

-ger or -gir: g changes to j before a
(present subjunctive)

escoger 

escoja       escojamos
escojas     escojáis
escoja       escojan
-guir: gu changes to g before a
(present subjunctive)

seguir (e:i) 

siga       sigamos
sigas     sigáis
siga       sigan

-car: c changes to qu before e
-gar g changes to gu before e
-zar z changes to c before e
(present subjunctive)

buscar / pagar /  abrazar
busque / pague  /  abrace
busques / pagues  /  abraces
busque / pague  /  abrace
busquemos / paguemos  /  abracemos
busquéis / paguéis  /  abracéis
busquen / paguen /  abracen
Subjunctive: Part III
A. Select the correct present tense subjunctive conjugation for the following orthographic-changing verbs. 

Top of Form

1. yo (empezar) ____________ 
2. tú (escoger) __________
3. Juan y yo (elegir) ___________
4. ustedes (seguir) ___________
5. Carmen (buscar) ___________
6. las niñas (huir) ____________
B. Write the correct present tense subjunctive conjugation for the following orthographic-changing verbs. 

7. recomenzar (e:ie) yo _____________
8. conseguir (e:i) ella ___________
9. coger yo ___________
10. reelegir (e:i) él ___________
11. influir las chicas ___________
12. contribuir Juan, María, y yo __________
13. indicar tú ___________
14. dedicar tú ___________
15. significar Pablo ___________
16. colegir (e:i) yo _____________
17. excluir tú y yo ____________
18. perseguir (e:i) el gato __________
19. vicar tú y yo ___________
20. ubicar aquellos hombres ___________
Subjunctive: Part IV 

In this lesson, you will learn about verbs that are irregular in the present tense subjunctive. The good news is that we will only examine six irregular verbs. 

  A few more irregular verbs in the present subjunctive: 

dar - to give                                  estar - to be
dé      demos                                 esté       estemos
des    deis                                     estés     estéis
dé      den                                     esté       estén

haber - to have (auxiliary verb)         ir - to go 

haya       hayamos                             vaya       vayamos
hayas     hayáis                                  vayas     vayáis
haya       hayan                                  vaya       vayan

saber - to know                          ser - to be 

sepa      sepamos                       sea       seamos
sepas    sepáis                           seas     seáis
sepa      sepan                           sea       sean

Subjunctive: Part IV
A. Select the correct present tense subjunctive conjugation for the following irregular verbs. 

Top of Form

1. yo (dar) _________ 
2. tú (estar)_________
3. Juan y yo (haber) __________
4. ustedes (ir) ___________
5. Carmen (saber) _________
6. las niñas (ser) __________
B. Write the correct present tense subjunctive conjugation for the following irregular. 

7. dar tú __________
8. estar  la mujer  __________
9. haber el hombre _________
10. ir yo __________
11. ir los estudiantes  __________
12. saber nosotros __________
13. ser tú ___________
14. dar vosotros  __________
15. ir Mónica __________
16. estar  yo  __________
17. saber tú y yo __________
18. dar  los perros _________
19. ir  tú y yo  __________
20. saber  aquellas mujeres ___________
Subjunctive: Part V 

In this lesson, you will simply practice one of the many ways the subjunctive is used: to express desire. 

Here is a list of common expressions that introduce an aspect of desire to the sentence, and therefore trigger the use of the subjunctive. 

esperar que  to wish that ...
insistir en que ... to insist that ...
mandar que ... to order that ...
preferir que ... to prefer that ...
prohibir que ... to prohibit that ...
querer que ... to want that ...
es aconsejable que ... it's advisable that ...
es necesario que ... it's necessary that ...
pedir que ... to ask that ...
recomendar que ... to recommend that ...
rogar que ... to plead that ...
sugerir que ... to suggest that ... 

Remember, there are also expressions that trigger the use of the indicative mood, since they introduce a quality of certainty or objectivity. Here's a partial list of such expressions. 

creer que ... to believe that ...
no dudar que ... to not doubt that ...
estar seguro que ... to be sure that ...
no es dudoso que ... it is not doubtful that ...
no hay duda que ... there is no doubt that ... 

Subjunctive: Part V
Top of Form

A. Write the correct present tense subjunctive conjugation for the given infinitive, unless the indicative mood is required. 

1. I want you-all to buy a house. (comprar)
Yo quiero que ustedes ________una casa. 

2. We wish that you would come to the party. (venir)
Esperamos que tú _________a la fiesta. 

3. The teacher insists that the students practice every day. (practicar)
El maestro insiste en que los alumnos ________cada día. 

4. The father orders that the child not yell. (gritar)
El padre manda que el niño no __________. 

5. The young ladies prefer that the boys have new cars. (tener)  Las señoritas prefieren que los chicos _________autos nuevos. 

6. I recommend that you read the book. (leer)
Yo recomiendo que tú ________el libro. 

7. I think that the boys steal. (robar) 
Creo que los chicos _________. 

8. The mother forbids that her daughter go out with the boy. (salir) La madre prohibe que su hija __________con el chico.
9. It is advisable that you sleep eight hours every night. (dormir)
Es aconsejable que usted ________ocho horas cada noche. 

10. It's necessary that she buy groceries. (comprar)
Es necesario que ella _________comestibles. 

11. He wants me to write a letter. (escribir)
Él quiere que yo _________una carta. 

12. The boys hope the girls come to the party. (venir)
Los chicos esperan que las chicas _________a la fiesta. 

13. The man is certain that the woman cooks every day. (cocinar)
El hombre está seguro que la mujer ________cada día. 

14. The professor orders the students not to speak in class. (hablar)
El profesor manda que los alumnos no ________en clase. 

15. The dogs prefer that their humans serve large bones. (servir) (e:i)
Los perros prefieren que sus seres humanos ____________huesos grandes. 

16. We recommend that you exercise. (hacer)
Recomendamos que usted _________ejercicios. 

17. The man begged that the woman not sing. (cantar)
El hombre ruega que la mujer no _________. 

18. The boss forbids that his employees talk. (hablar)
El jefe prohibe que sus empleados __________. 

19. It is advisable that you exercise every day. (hacer)
Es aconsejable que usted _________ejercicios cada día. 

20. It's necessary that we sell the farm. (vender)
Es necesario que nosotros _________la granja. 

Subjunctive: Part VI 

In this lesson, you practice another way the subjunctive is used: to express ignorance or doubt. 

Here is a list of common expressions that introduce an aspect of ignorance or doubt to the sentence, and therefore trigger the use of the subjunctive. 

dudar que ...  to doubt that ... 

es dudoso que ... it is doubtful that ...
es improbable que ... it's unlikely that ...
es incierto que ... it's uncertain that ...
es posible que ... it's possible that ...
no creer que ... not to believe that ...
no es cierto que ... it's not certain that ...
no estar convencido de que ... to not be convinced that 
no estar seguro de que ... to not be sure that ...
no parecer que ... to not seem that ...
no pensar que ... to not think that ...
no suponer que ... to not suppose that ...
puede ser que ... it may be that ...
negar que ... to deny that ...
no es verdad que ... it's not true that ...
no es cierto que ... it's not certain that ...
no imaginarse que ... to not imagine that ...
temer que ... to suspect that ... 

Remember, there are also expressions that trigger the use of the indicative, since they introduce a quality of certainty. 

no dudo que ... to not doubt that ...
estar seguro de que ... to be certain that ...
creer que ... to think that ...
no negar que ... to not deny that ...
es verdad que ... it's true that ... 

Subjunctive: Part VI
Top of Form

A. For each infinitive, write the correct present tense conjugation. 

1. I doubt that you-all swim well. (nadar)
Yo dudo que ustedes ________bien. 

2. It's doubtful that you speak Chinese. (hablar)
Es improbable que tú ________chino. 

3. It's uncertain that they live in Spain. (vivir)
Es incierto que ellos _________en España. 

4. It's true that the boy doesn't study well. (estudiar)
Es cierto que el niño no _________bien. 

5. Pablo doesn't think that Anita is pretty. (ser)
Pablo no cree que Anita _________guapa. 

6. It's not certain that we are married. (estar)
No es cierto que nosotros _________casados. 

7. The parents aren't convinced that he is the ideal husband for their daughter. (ser)
Los padres no están convencidos de que él _________el esposo ideal para su hija. 

8. It doesn't seem like it is going to rain. (ir)
No parece que _________a llover. 

9. The taxi driver doesn't suppose that there is enough work for him. (haber)
El taxista no supone que _________suficiente trabajo para él. 

10. It's true that I am from Spain. (ser)
Es verdad que yo _________de España. 

11. She denies that her brother is a troubled boy. (ser)
Ella niega que su hermano _________un chico conflictivo. 

12. It's not true that he manages the company. (dirigir)
No es verdad que él _________la empresa. 

13. It's not certain that he has a girlfriend. (tener)
No es cierto que él _________novia. 

14. I fear that Luis doesn't pass the test. (pasar)
Temo que Luis no __________el examen. 

15. I think that Juan loves María. (amar)
Creo que Juan _________a María. 

16. It's improbable that we get lost. (perderse)
Es improbable que nosotros nos __________. 

17. I don't think that he is a bad boy. (ser)
No creo que él _________un mal chico. 

18. The doctor doesn't think he is going to recover. (ir)
El médico no piensa que él _________a recuperarse. 

19. Carmen and I don't doubt that the cats are sad. (estar)
Carmen y yo no dudamos que los gatos ___________tristes. 

20. It's not true that Álvaro works. (trabajar)
No es cierto que Álvaro _________. 

Subjunctive: Part VII 

In this lesson, you practice another way the subjunctive is used: after certain impersonal expressions. 

Here is a list of common impersonal expressions that introduce an aspect of uncertainty or subjectivity, and therefore trigger the use of the subjunctive. 

conviene que ... it is advisable that ...
es aconsejable que ... it is advisable that ...
es bueno que ... it's good that ...
es difícil que ... it's difficult that ...
es dudoso que ... it's doubtful that ...
es fácil que ... it's easy for ...
es fantástico que ... it's fantastic that ...
es importante que ... it's important that ...
es imposible que ... it's impossible that ...
es improbable que ... it's unlikely that ...
es incierto que ... it's uncertain that ...
es increíble que ... it's incredible that ...
es (una) lástima que ... it's a shame that ...
es malo que ... it's bad that ...
es mejor que ... it's better that ...
es menester que ... it's necessary that ...
es necesario que ... it's necessary that ...
es posible que ... it's possible that ...
es preciso que ... it's necessary that ...
es preferible que ... it's preferable that ...
es probable que ... it's likely that ...
es raro que ... it's rare that ...
es ridículo que ... it's ridicuous that ...
es terrible que ... it's terrible that ...
más vale que ... it's better that ...
ojalá que ... if only he would ...
puede ser que ... it could be that ... 

Remember, there are also impersonal expressions that trigger the use of the indicative mood, since they introduce a quality of certainty or objectivity. 

es evidente que ... it is certain that ...
es obvio que ... it is obvious that ...
es verdad que ... it's true that ...
no es dudoso que ... it is not doubtful that ...
no hay duda que ... there is no doubt that ... 

Subjunctive: Part VII
Top of Form

A. For each infinitive, write the correct present tense conjugation. 

1. It's advisable that you-all buy a cat. (comprar)
Conviene que ustedes _________un gato. 

2. It's good that she runs at least three times a week. (correr)
Es bueno que ella _________por lo menos tres veces a la semana. 
3. It's doubtful that my niece doesn't want to comb her hair . (querer)
Es dudoso que mi sobrina no _________peinarse. 

4. It's evident that they like each other. (gustar)
Es evidente que ellos se ________. 

5. It's important that the students read their syllabi. (leer)
Es importante que los estudiantes _________sus   programas. 

6. It's improbable that they have an argument. (tener)
Es improbable que ellas __________una discusión. 

7. It's incredible that Antonio doesn't live with his family.(vivir)
Es increíble que Antonio no __________con su familia. 

8. It's bad that it rains. (llover)  Es malo que __________. 

9. It's necessary that we all meet as soon as possible. (reunirse)
Es necesario que nos _________tan pronto como sea posible. 

10. It's possible that we buy a house soon. (comprar)
Es posible que ___________una casa pronto. 

11. It's preferible that they talk in private. (hablar)
Es preferible que __________en privado. 

12. It's ridiculous that he doesn't kiss his wife in public.(besar)
Es ridículo que él no __________a su esposa en público. 

13. It's terrible that the children don't love their parents.(amar)
Es terrible que los niños no __________a sus padres. 

14. It could be that he likes eating too much. (gustar)
Puede ser que le __________comer demasiado. 

15. It's important that parents talk to their children. (hablar)
Es importante que los padres _______con sus hijos. 

16. It's improbable that your cousins come this weekend. (venir)
Es improbable que tus primos ________este fin de semana. 

17. There's no doubt that she likes dancing. (gustar)
No hay duda que le __________bailar. 

18. It's good that he eats lots of vegetables. (comer)
Es bueno que él _________muchos vegetales. 

19. It's bad that he doesn't communicate with his family. (comunicarse)
Es malo que él no se ________con su familia. 

20. It's not true that Gerardo is irresponsible. (ser)
No es cierto que Gerardo ________un irresponsable. 

Subjunctive: Part VIII 

In this lesson, you practice another way the subjunctive is used: with actions that are not yet completed. Here is a list of common expressions that may indicate that the action that follows has not yet been completed. 

a menos que ... unless ... / antes (de) que ... before ...
con tal (de) que ... provided that ...
cuando ... when ... / después (de) que ... after ...
en caso de que ... in case ... 

en cuanto ... as soon as ... / hasta que ... until ...
mientras que ... while ... / para que ... so that ...
sin que ... without ... / tan pronto como ... as soon as... 

Important! The above expressions do not always invoke the subjunctive. They only do so when they indicate that the expression that follows has not yet been completed.
Remember, there are also expressions that trigger the use of the indicative, since they introduce a quality of certainty or objectivity. 

es cierto que ... it is certain that ...
es claro que ... it is clear that ...
es evidente que ... it is certain that ...
es obvio que ... it is obvious that ...
es verdad que ... it is true that ... 

El subjuntivo: parte VIII
Top of Form

A. For each infinitive, write the correct present tense subjunctive conjugation, except in the case of those that require the indicative mood. 

1. I won't go unless you go. (ir)
Yo no iré a menos que tú __________. 

2. She won't call before he arrives. (llegar)
Ella no llamará antes de que él __________. 

3. We'll organize the party provided that you come. (venir)
Nosotras organizaremos la fiesta con tal de que tú ___________. 

4. We'll open the champagne when the guests arrive.(llegar)
Nosotros abriremos el champú cuando los invitados __________. 

5. The boy will open the presents after he cuts the cake. (cortar)
El niño abrirá los regalos después de que _________el pastel. 

6. I'll buy food in case we go camping. (ir)
Compraré comida en caso de que nosotros ________a acampar. 

7. I'll pick up the phone as soon as I turn off the computer. (apagar)
Contestaré el teléfono en cuanto yo _________la computadora. 

8. We'll wait until you come back. (regresar)
Esperaremos hasta que tú ___________. 

9. I'll mix the drinks while you prepare the appetizers. (preparar)
Mezclaré las bebidas mientras que tú _________los aperitivos. 

10. I'll put the cake in the refrigerator so that it cools down. (enfriarse)
Pondré el pastel en el refrigerador para que se ________. 

11. After he arrives, we will have a party. (llegar)
Después de que __________haremos una fiesta. 

12. She'll put them to sleep without them crying. (llorar)
Ella los dormirá sin que ellos __________. 

13. I'll tell them the news as soon as they get here. (llegar)
Les contaré las noticias tan pronto como ellos ________. 

14. It's clear that she is in love. (estar)
Es claro que ella __________enamorada. 

15. He'll find out when he opens the envelope. (abrir)
Lo descubrirá cuando él _________el sobre. 

16. They'll get him a new bike provided that he gets good grades. (obtener)
Le comprarán una bicicleta nueva con tal de que él __________buenas calificaciones. 

17. It's evident that she wants a higher salary. (querer)
Es evidente que ella _______un salario más alto. 

18. I'll lend him some money unless he already has it. (tener)
Le prestaré algo de dinero a menos que ya lo ______. 

19. She'll pay Manuel after he finishes the project. (terminar)
Ella pagará a Manuel después de que él ______el proyecto. 

20. It's true that Amelia speaks Portuguese. (hablar)
Es cierto que Amelia __________portugués. 
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