Vista Murrieta High School Performing Arts Department

Syllabus and Course Requirements

Instructor: Mr. Cory Finch



Course Name: Tech Theatre
Email: cfinch@murrieta.k12.ca.us


Course Number: 6565
Website: www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/vmhs/staff/cfinch/

Description: Students will expand their knowledge of technical theater. Emphasis will be placed on the history of stagecraft and it’s technologies, application of safety procedures, construction, lighting techniques, use of color, scenic painting, production crew, special effects, stage management, analyze scripts for production and design needs, research theater careers, utilize content specific vocabulary and terminology, evaluate choices made in the design process and give personal responses to theatrical experiences.
Class Conduct & Expectations: Students are expected to be in their seat when the bell rings. Attendance is taken at that time, if you are out of your seat you will be marked absent. Come to class prepared: Bring all necessary materials to class each day (pen, pencil, journal, textbook, reading book, etc). Complete all assignments, homework and activities in a timely fashion. Late work will be marked down 10% of points possible for each class day it is missing. Maintain appropriate classroom behavior to encourage a safe, positive environment in which optimum learning can take place. Follow all school rules (as well as classroom rules) including but not limited to: Dress Code, Electronic devices (cell phones, pagers, walkmans, games, etc) Tardiness and Truancies. No food, drink or gum allowed at any time in class. Restroom visits should be taken care of during passing period.

Attendance: Absence from class can only have a harmful effect on student progress and grades. Punctuality is a trait worthy of development in every student. We will follow the school procedures for absences, truancies and tardiness. Students with TEN or more absences may receive a failing semester grade. Continuing tardiness may result in detention as well as a lowered citizenship grade.

Student Evaluation: All assignments will be assigned a point value and students will be awarded points based upon their willingness to participate, conduct, work completed and quality of work. Semester grades will be based on a standard percentage system.

90% - 100% 
= A

80% - 89% 
= B

70% - 79%       = C

60% - 69% 
= D

59% or below
= F

Homework: Students will be assigned homework. To receive credit all work must be handed in on time. LATE WORK WILL BE MARKED DOWN each day it is missing! Exception to this is an excused absence on the day of collection or prior arrangement with the instructor. Students returning from an excused absence have one school day in which to make up missed assignments. Work cannot be made up if the absence is unexcused or a truancy. Exams, quizzes and in class projects not made up within this time will be recorded as a zero unless other arrangements are made with the instructor. Each student is responsible for obtaining any work missed due to absence. The instructor will NOT seek you out.

Participation: This class is participation based and your grade is affected by your positive participation. Students earn points each class day for coming to class, being on time, actively and willingly taking part in classroom activities and assignments. Students choosing NOT to participate or disrupt/take away from others will have points deducted from their daily total; this includes students who choose to bring food, drink (water is acceptable), GUM or their electronic devices.

Vista Murrieta Technical Theatre

The Theatre is committed to the safe and accident-free use of all tools. Every Theatre worker, contract worker, and volunteer using tools as part of their duties, will be trained in their proper and safe use (including personal protective equipment required and safe storage of equipment) by Mr. Finch. Tools must not be used by persons who have not been trained and/or authorized to do so.

Tool Using Policy

· Tools should only be used for their intended purpose.

· Person must have complete knowledge of the tool before using it.

· Individuals using their own personal tools at the Theatre must only do so with the        permission of Mr. Finch; all safety policies and procedures, and the outlined specifications with regard to the safe operation of tools, applies to the use of all personal tools authorized for use in the Theatre; personal tools may only be used by their respective owners.

· The work area must be clean and free of hazards.

· The appropriate protective equipment must be used at all times; i.e.: Safety glasses, gloves, etc.
· Remove jewelry, secure long hair, secure loose clothing.

· Do not let anyone distract you while operating a tool.

· Tools that can create sparks should not be used where explosive gases and/or vapours are present.

· Tools must never be thrown to another worker or onto a working surface.

· Tools must be kept clean and free of debris at all times.

· Tools must not be used while the operator is impaired by the influence of drugs, alcohol or excessive fatigue.

· When available, the operating manual as provided by the manufacturer must be read before using any tool.

· Never remove the plug from a receptacle by pulling on the cord.

· Repetitive tasks have the tendency to lead to carelessness, as a pattern of movement becomes automatic and less thought is given to it. STAY ALERT!!!
Tools that are worn, dull, chipped, or cracked should not be used.

Sharp-edged tools must be kept sharp and stored separately; when in use, they must 

be used in a manner that directs the cutting edge away from the body.

Tools should be carried in a toolbox or tool belt.

Manual Hand Tools
I acknowledge that I have been provided with instruction on the safe use of tools, as checked below. I agree to comply with and adhere to all safety policies and procedures. I have read them and had them explained to me, and fully understand the practices and policies. I understand that the Theatre may change, or add to any policies, and procedures from time to time. I hereby agree to abide by the Theatre’s policies and procedures as shared with me, and I understand that such compliance is a condition of my working in the Theater, and that non-adherence to the 

Theatre’s policies and procedures or other rules will result in discipline up to and including my termination in the Theatre.
Power Tools, Portable and Stationary Suggested Policy

· All guards, safety mechanisms must be in place where required.

· Tools with worn or frayed power cords, battery contacts or air hoses must not be used.

· Tools should be lifted to higher surfaces in a sturdy container with a rope.

· Always disconnect the power source to the tool before changing blades or other replacement parts.

· Blades on all tools must be sharp, kept in good, clean condition, properly set, checked for   wear, missing teeth, and free from warp.
· Push sticks or rip sticks must be used when making cuts on any exposed-cutter stationary tool (table saw, router table, jointer, etc.)
· Always stop the tool before making adjustments to your work or to the tool.

· Always disconnect the power source to the tool before changing blades or other replacement parts.

· Stop the tool before attempting to free work that is caught.

· Keep your fingers away from all blades and moving parts.

· Ensure that you have a firm grip on all material; if necessary, use a clamp to secure.
I acknowledge that I have been instructed on all safety procedures in the Vista Murrieta High School Drama Dept. I will use all that I have learned in an appropriate manner at school and I will respect all the equipment belonging to Drama Department and/or Vista Murrieta High School
Date: ______________________________________________

Student Name________________________________________

Student Signature_____________________________________

Parent Signature __________________________________
