What to include in your lab notebook for EACH lab you do:

· Introduction in own words

· Procedure (cut and paste unless advised otherwise)

· Data

--Sketch of experimental setup (include materials)

--Data Table(s)

· Calculations (if a quantitative lab)

--Show your work CLEARLY step by step!

--Calculations usually involve using a balanced equation. Therefore, make sure to

   list the balanced equation(s) you are using. Include molecular and net ionic 

   equations. 

· Results/Conclusion

· Error Analysis

--Percent Error or Percent Yield (if instructed to do so)

--List minimum of three errors, how each error affects the results (Don’t just say 

   “it throws my calculation off”. Indicate if your calculation might be higher or 

   lower than it really should be, for example.), and how each error can be 

   prevented. Do this error analysis in table form:

	Error
	How it affects the result(s)
	How it can be prevented

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Note:

**If an informal lab report will be required upon completion of a lab, simply photocopy your lab notebook. NEVER tear out pages from your lab notebook!!!

**If a formal lab report will be required upon completion of a lab, one typed report will be turned in per team. Attach photocopies of each team member’s COMPLETE lab notebook with formal report.
--Each student does the ENTIRE REPORT independently in their own lab notebook.

--Each team member simply chooses a portion of the report to type up. 

--I suggest meeting together to compare each team member’s calculations, results, and error analysis before typing up the report to make sure there are no errors in the formal report. You wouldn’t want to assume a team member did the calculations correctly, have them type it up, and then get marked down on your lab report grade because they did it incorrectly. When discussing lab reports, this is a learning process. Learn from each other and teach each other. Don’t make each other feel bad if they were incorrect. Politely show how to correct it. If you can’t decide who is correct, be polite about it and come see me for help. 

