Mrs. Linden
jlinden@murrieta.k12.ca.us
AP Chemistry Classroom Expectations/Procedures
This will be a demanding, fast-paced course.  In order to facilitate our goals with the subject matter and laboratory component, please refer to the following:
Classroom Behavior:  All students will be required to adhere to the following classroom policies:  
Be Prepared
1.  Come to class with the appropriate materials including paper, pencil/pen, calculator, and any other materials necessary for the day’s activities.

2.  Enter the classroom with the appropriate attitude for learning.

3.  Be punctual, in your seat and ready to learn when the tardy bell rings.

4.  Cell Phones, pagers, CD & MP3 players may not be operated in the classroom.


Be Respectful
1.  Be a courteous and attentive listener whenever the instructor or fellow classmates are making a presentation to the class.

2.  No foul or inappropriate language.  This is a learning environment.

3.  Follow all directions or instructions given by the teacher.

Be Neat
1.  All work to be turned in should be done in a neat and legible manner and should include the proper identification.  (Name, date, period, name of  course, and assignment.)

2.  Food and drink will not be allowed in the classroom. (water is an exception)

Grading System:  All students’ grades will be determined according to the following criteria (reflective or a college grading scale for an equivalent course):



1.  Exams will comprise 60% of your grade.



2.  Labs will comprise 25% of your grade.



3.  Homework and quizzes will compromise 15% of your grade.

Final Exam
The final exams will be worth 20% of your semester grade.  All students will be required to take the final at the end of the first semester.   If you have taken the AP exam in chemistry second semester, you will not have to take a final exam second semester (we will be conducting laboratories and other activities after the AP exam). 
Make-up Work
If you are absent, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what work was missed and to make it up in the appropriate time period.  Sources for identifying the work missed include the instructor, fellow chemistry students, or the instructor’s web site (listed at the top or available through the school’s web page).  Times may be arranged with the instructor to make up tests and quizzes.  Any and all assignments which are collected while you are absent must be turned in no later than 1 week after you return to school.  This includes quizzes and tests.  After this 1 week period, you will not be able to make-up your work.
Late Work
Assignments turned in past the due date will be accepted for half credit the next day.  Assignments two days late will not be accepted.  

Tardies
Tardies will be dealt with according to the school policy outlined in the student handbook.

Classroom Activities
Group Work

We all must learn to succeed with other people. Most in-class work (activities, labs, etc.) will be done in a group setting. Part of your grade will be from this group work. However, the large majority of your grade will be from your individual achievement on quizzes, tests, and exams.
Homework and Classwork
Homework and Classwork assignments will be given throughout the week.  As a result of block scheduling students will have 2 days to complete the assignment.  Homework and classwork will be collected as a packet on the day it is due.
 Labs

There will be approximately 1 lab per week.  Labs will occur in AP Chemistry typically on Tuesday (first full “A” day of the week). A form of lab write-up will be required. Lab reports will typically be collected on Monday of the week following the lab. There will be a lab quiz every few weeks where you will have to analyze data as was done for the lab reports. 50% of your lab grade will come from lab quizzes. Lab Safety is of critical importance in Chemistry, and Safety Violations (see safety contract) could result in a zero grade for a lab for the lab group.
Exams

Exams will be approximately for every units of study.  See course syllabus for exam dates.  Exams will cover all material in the unit of study, but can also cover material from previous units (including 1st year chem!).

Progress Reports
I will be updating student progress through ed-line at a minimum of every unit.  It takes approximately 1 week to grade and enter student work and exam scores and then upload them to ed-line.  If you want to know more frequently, feel free to contact me.
AP ADDED GRADE POINT:  PLEASE NOTE THAT IT IS DISTRICT POLICY THAT UNLESS THE AP TEST IS TAKEN IN MAY, YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE THE ADDITIONAL POINT FOR YOUR GPA.
