Dear Future AP Chem Student,

YOU ARE CRAZY AND RIDICULOUS FOR TAKING THIS CLASS. Don’t take it personally. …so are the rest of 15 or so who successfully finished this year of AP chem.  AP Chem is the most challenging course I have ever taken and is the first class I have ever struggled in.  Seriously.  I MEAN IT.  But in the end it’s totally worth it because you learn so much stuff and have so much knowledge that you never would have learned in any regular science class.  As long as you take this class seriously and don’t slack off, this will be a fun class for you.  Study regularly, do homework on time, and don’t fall asleep in class (just resist the urge to sleep).  Trust me, LISTEN to the advice I am giving you and you will succeed! I didn’t listen to the advice given to me and basically struggled a little bit and had a hard time studying.  

I never did the homework when it was assigned and usually waited until the last few days or the day before the test.  When you do the homework (focus questions), actually do the practice problems, no matter how long they are.  I didn’t do them and had a hard time on tests because I didn’t understand the types of questions that were asked or the concepts that were needed.  Also, I didn’t study for the tests until the night before and that usually backfired on me since I ended up not remembering a lot of the stuff.  Sure, I earned an A both semesters, but the important part is passing the AP exam, not the fact that you earned the A’s.  Those A’s wouldn’t mean too much if you didn’t pass the AP exam; at this time I’m writing the letter I haven’t yet gotten back my AP score, and I’m hoping I passed with at least a 3.  Why just a 3 when I got an A both semesters? Well don’t be like me and actually STUDY for the AP exam well ahead of the exam date, not the week before.  Start reviewing stuff in the beginning of second semester, even if it’s just 15 minutes a night for a whole semester: that really will add up.  My plan of studying during the last few days before the exam probably backfired on me.  


Succeeding in this class REALLY requires hard work.  It doesn’t matter AT ALL how easy Bio or Chem were for you:  I literally earned A++++++ in both semesters of both classes.  I could have fallen asleep in those classes and still gotten an A because they were SLOW and EASY. I thought AP Chem wouldn’t be all that bad since I was super good at regular chem…you face reality in AP chem, since it’s a super fast course and not necessarily a “more in-depth” version of regular chem. You go over the whole year of regular chem in the first two weeks of school.  It’s probably one of the fastest paced AP classes on campus.  It’s different from other AP classes in the sense that you have to not only memorize, but know how to apply the formulas and knowledge in different and sometimes random aspects of science.  


Go out and buy a review book, or at least borrow someone’s book.  I made a mistake and bought the “5 Steps to a 5” AP Chem review book; while the title sounds catchy and some of the stuff seems simple in the book, it’s definitely TOO simple and isn’t a good review book.  It also has a few typos.  Barron’s makes a very good review book and is very in depth of all topics; its practice problems are much harder than the AP exam, so when you go into the AP exam, you feel more prepared.  


If you’re a freak like me taking 5 AP classes, be sure to not slack off in any class because it will backfire, especially in AP Chem.  My main point is: unless you’re someone who has photographic memory and understands everything the first time, then you should never procrastinate.  

Have a great year!

Sincerely,

Virginia Pham

Only HATE can beat down the demon of chemistry:

H = Have patience and courage in your special jutsu powers of chemistry.

A = Accurate calculations

T = Thermodynamic knowledge.

E = Equilibrium constants and equations.

I, Count Green Choi the Voluptuous of Murrieta, hereby wish thou the greatest of luck.

“Don’t shoot till you see the whites of their eyes!”

Love XOXOXXXXX,

Green Choi

P.S.- Don’t procrastinate. Seriously.

P.S.S.- Don’t give up! You are a strong woman!!

P.S.S.S.- Trust in the infinite wisdom of the 2010 valedictorian.

P.S.S.S.S.- Memorize your complex ions.

P.S.S.S.S.S-MEMORIZE YOUR SOLUBILITY RULES AND STRONG ACIDS AND BASES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!!! If you don’t you’re screwed for equilibrium, acids/bases, stoichiometry, and pretty much AP Chem.

P.S.S.S.S.S.S. – I got a 2390 on the SAT xP 

Only LOVE can beat down the demon of chemistry:

L = Learning formulas

O = inOrganic chemistry

V = Volume in stoichiometry

E = Equilibrium

I, Duke James Bui the Magnificent of Murrieta, hereby wish thou the greatest of luck.

“You are so da goot wun!”

Love XOXOXXXXX,

James Bui

P.S. Do your focus questions.

P.S.S. Try to memorize reactions.

P.S.S.S. Only the James Bui can lead you to chemistry greatness.

Watch out for this class! If you think you’re smart, this class makes you feel stupid. Nothing makes sense until the last month before the exam. But don’t worry! Ms. Linden prepares you well and if you make it through the class you’ll be fine. Don’t be like me, don’t slack. Taking and passing this class is one of the longest academic achievements you can have. Keep at it and you will go far. Come on, if I slack and can make it through this class, then you can too.

Michael Coates

P.S. If you value your sleep, don’t join this class.

Dear, AP Students,


This class is hard and one of those classes you’re actually going to have to put effort into. If you are one of those kids that has glided through school without studying and paying attention, this class will change that. Doing your homework and taking notes will help so much in this class. Studying and doing all the practice tests for the units will sufficiently prepare you for each test. Reactions are a big part of this class so if you don’t like them then you will suffer a little all year. I’m not saying you have to be the best at chemistry to do well in this course it’s all about TRYING! The effort you put into this course will definitely be reciprocated back. Do not get discouraged in this class. If you need help at all don’t be afraid to ask Mrs. Linden because she is more than willing to help you and wants to see you succeed in this class as her AP students. You do have 1st priority for help. Bottom line is pay attention and try and you will be just fine no matter what anyone says.
Sincerely, 

Evan Knisley

Dear future AP Chemistry Students,


This is a great class to take if you like chemistry and math.  Do not take this class if you hate any of these classes. Some things to know is there will be a lot of homework. One thing that will help is doing the homework as soon as possible. Do no wait to the last minute. Homework helps you with the tests in the class. It will also help get you ready for the AP test at the end of the year. Always participate in the labs. 

Jaran Francis

Dear Future AP Chem Student,


I am sure you are sitting in this AP Chem classroom thinking to yourself why did I sign up for this class? Although it seems like you are in way over your head, I will assure you that you are not. Obviously you have an interest in chemistry, which will be your key to success this year. Make sure that you keep up with the homework assigned! There are so many topics covered in each unit, so make sure you ask Mrs. Linden for help if you need it. Also, choose lab partners who have similar work ethics as you. You do not want to be stuck writing every lab proposal and lab. Congratulations on beginning this adventure! If you are planning on majoring in anything dealing with chemistry in college, it was very wise of you to take AP chem. You are really going to have a great chemistry foundation to start college out with. Study, study, study!! Good luck!

2008-2009 AP Chem Student,

Kaitlyn Kane

Hey AP Chem Students,


I don’t really have any advice specifically about the AP Chemistry, but I think its important to say that many things will go wrong over the course of your life. You need to take them into stride and focus. Focus on what’s important to you.

Aaron Stanton

Dear Future AP Chem. Student,


Don’t worry too much about how hard everyone will tell you it is. If you dwell on how hard the class is you won’t get anywhere. When I signed up for AP Chem., all my friends could say to me was: “you do know that’s the hardest AP class on campus, right?” As the year progressed, I found myself stressing over how hard it all seemed instead of actually accomplishing things. I feel farther and farther behind.


My other advice is to take good notes and do your homework. If you actually do your homework, it helps a lot. Stay on top of your work. As soon as you fall behind, it gets exponentially harder to catch back up. I struggled with that all last year.


Finally, know what you’re getting yourself into. It is a hard class, but it is definitely passable. Ms. Linden is one of the best teachers I’ve ever had. Don’t be afraid to ask her ANYTHING, because she either has the answer or will help you find it. I had a lot of fun in this class and I learned an incredible amount. So, don’t freak out. Just do your best and work hard.

Sincerely,

Alex Moore
Dear Future AP Chem Students,


AP Chem is a great class to determine where you stand in the science field. It is by far the most difficult class on campus, but the most rewarding as well. A couple of guidelines for your success, number 1 don’t take AP Physics along with Chemistry, they are two tough courses that can drive you crazy. Take regular physics or even AP Bio this year, make sure Chem is your number 1 priority. Always do your homework, and most importantly understand your homework, know what you are doing, because their might be a chance it’ll be on the AP exam!!! Take notes, and then re-copy your notes, it’ll also help you understand the criteria. Most importantly, never give up, if you are even borderline, don’t give up, because you will regret on the key pieces of knowledge you’ll miss out on. Future students, good luck and succeed, I hope you love AP Chem as much as I did!

Sincerely,

Raj Singh

Dear Future AP Chemistry Students,

     This class is likely to be the hardest one you will take in high school. With that having been said, there is no room for being lazy, like I was. Make sure that you do all the assigned homework, and don’t leave it to the last minute. The homework will pile up really quick, so make sure to work on it as soon as possible (the day it is assigned is best). Study every night and don’t just study the night before the unit tests. Do the practice tests that Mrs. Linden hands out, they are a great study tool. If the class feels like it is becoming overwhelming, don’t give up and get help when you need it. Don’t be afraid to ask Mrs. Linden for help, she is dedicated to helping you to succeed in this class. As long as you follow these tips you will do fine in this class. Just be prepared for a year of hard work. 
Sincerely,

Angel Ramirez

Dear future AP CHEM student,


First off, I just wanted you to know that YOURE CRAZY for taking this class. Honestly, it really doesn’t matter what grade you received in regular Chemistry last year. AP CHEM is a whole new level of Chemistry. Out of all the courses that I have take here at Vista, AP CHEM is the most challenging and difficult. It also requires the most dedication, in order to be successful. The pace is fast, and the material is very difficult. You will feel overwhelmed at first, and that’s okay, because everyone does. But, you will get used to everything in time. I promise. However, despite the craziness that came with this course, AP CHEM turned out to be one of my favorite classes… seriously. I am happy that I stuck with this course. Mrs. Linden is an amazing teacher, and I have learned a lot from her. If you study/prepare well, and listen to her, you’ll be fine. My only word of advice to you is: Never procrastinate! I know that you’ve heard it many times before, but take me seriously. This is definitely NOT the class to slack off in. There is so much information and assignments that if done the last minute, would be brain overload. Trust me, I’ve been there, and last minute cramming does not help you on your tests. So, don’t wait till the last minute and study hard in this class. I know that you will do great. Good luck! (
Lei Acuna
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But seriously, though, AP chem’s not that bad. It will require more homework than any class you’ve taken, but it is very likely that you will pass. I suggest that you start your homework early, and take these letters seriously! Mark my words! Do it! Or don’t, but you’ll regret it. I repeat, take the letters seriously!

Doug Dunn

Be prepared for a tough year. If you don’t want to work hard and/or you don’t like chemistry don’t take this class. You have to have a desire to learn. Otherwise, you will be miserable the entire year. Don’t be afraid to take the class just because you are involved in other activities. But don’t think it’s going to be easy. Take it one step at a time and stay focused. In the end it’s going to pay off. 

Curtis Speed
Dear Future AP Chem student,

     Get ready for one of the AWESOME (and challenging) classes you’re going to take in high school. At the beginning of the school year you may want to drop the class because it’s such a big change from regular chem., but my suggestion is to stay in it because you’ll probably end up regretting dropping it in the end. Mrs. Linden is one of the best resources to go to for help and she’s always there anytime you need help with anything. AP Chem has been the most difficult class I’ve taken yet in high school and it’s also been one of the most interesting and fun. I sadly got my lowest grade ever in high school 2nd semester (a high B) but hopefully I passed the AP Exam with a 3, I’m hoping for a 4. But if you can get all the info down and take advantage of the last 4 weeks you get for review you will most likely pass. If you were good at the gen chem. stuff you’re already setting the foundation for doing great in AP Chem. The material covered can make you want to rip out your hair at times but once you can understand it, it’s a great feeling. My biggest suggestion is to get a review book ASAP (Barron’s worked good for me) and go through it every unit marking everything you covered because you’ll be thankful you did once May comes around. Good luck and have fun. Keep a positive attitude, always.

Travis Tan
Only the PIMP can slap down the demon of chemistry.

P- Potential and Kinetic Energy

I- Intermolecular force

M- Molarity / Molality

P- PV = nRT  (Gas law, babe)

I, Knight Duy Duong, aka Mr. Duylicious, the Pimp from Anaheim, wish you a pimping year of chemistry.

Love XOXOXXXXX,

Duy Duong

P.S:  Chem before Ma’am

P.S.S: I’m a Pimp
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