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A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF PREFIXES,
SUFFIXES, AND ROOTS

Prefix Meaning Examples
ab-, a-, abs- away from abhor — to withdraw from in fear or disgust
S _abscond—torunaway
ad-, a-, ac-, af- to; toward adapt —to fit to
- an- ap-ar, - at | | acede—toagreeto
ambk- |y both | ambivalent—havingtwofeelings
amphi- on both sides; amphibian — an animal that lives first in the
around water then adapts to land life
amphitheater — a theater with seats all
vvvvvvv e —
ante- _before | _entebellum —before the war —
anti- I against antifreeze — a substance added to a liquid
A . fopreventfreezng
ao- s | awomobie—aseltpropelled vehide
b two bifocals — glasses with lenses for two
IR N S B .- <. S S
i LA aound draumsaibe—todrawaround
COMmy, CoN-, Co-, Co- with; together combine — to bring together
conjoin —to join together
oworker—onewhoworkswith
contra-, contro-, counter- | against contradict — to say the opposite
R e o VDIt oG
de- away from,; down; | depart—to go away from
the opposite of dedine ~ to tum down
e .| Geactiate—tomakeinactive
di- twice dioxide — an oxide with two atoms of
| oxygen in a molecule
SRS SNEE N WIS | B ) Al i SR
dia- across, through diagonal — across or through a figure
diagnose — to determine what is wrong
b s s SO KNOMEAOe e e
dis: | apart; not disperse - to scatter widely
SORVRTREPPE | SR N aaconesinotionbel o e e
R | badin_ _dystunction —a poor functioning

Prefix | Meaning 'r Exarmples.
epi- ! upon \ epitaph — an insaription upon a tombstone
] I <
(upon burial)
e L L. ... S

equi- o equal; equally | equitable ~fair
e

; . excavate — to hollow out
| eject —to throw out

1 _effuse —to pour out

i
| S PO
|
|
T

ireverent — not reverent

extra- outside; beyond | extraordinary — outside the usual
fore- o J‘ before; in front of - i_foresee-—to antdpate
se> | e geology—thesudyoltheeath
homo- ; same; equal; alike | homonym — a word with the same
] [ pronundation as another word
! A e e
hyper- —_i—" over; too much _L _hypertension —unusually high tension
i‘ under; too little % hypodermic — under the skin
-, il-, ig-, ir-, im- not + inactive — not active
l illegal ~ not legal
I ignoble — not noble
3
|
}

| _improbable —not probable

1
il
|
!
T
H
inter- between; among | interurban — between dties

i, ik, ir- i in; into | inject—to put in
| illuminate — to light up
| irradiate — to shine on
1
L mptantlofhimlyin
intra-, intro- ’ within, inside of ! intravenous — directly into a vein
4. introvert—onewho oks inside himsel
mal-, male- E bad; wrong; ill i malfunction —to fail to function correctly
SR S ‘_L ‘malevolent —wishing harm to others
mis- L l‘ wrong; badly | mistreat — to treat badly

M__—L_ ULTE B _J_'Il‘iirl‘?}’?f’e Zoherwhaihates imieh

mono- | oneaone | monologue—aspeech by oneperson

neo- i new i neologism — a new word of a new
b Mmeaningforanoldword
on | notthereverseof | nonsense—something that makes no sense
_omni- | alheverywhere | omnipresent— present everywhere
- SR N W— .i_?efmc_-eém_ngewf whole area
per- | __bythough, | pervade—tobe present throughout

(continued)




i A R e e e S

Prefix ! Meaning Examples
poly- 1 many polyglot — speaking or writing several
|
. L anguages e
post- _ after postwar — after the war
pro- forward; going; | proceed —to go forward
i ahead of; I proboscis —a snout
o L__ﬁsupgomﬁ ! prowar —supporting war
re- i again; back retell — to tell again
retroactive — applying to things that have
. ~ R already taken place
38 = ___apart . secede—to ‘withdraw
semi- i half; partly | semicirde — half a drde
£ - semiliterate — able to read and write a little
: s
sub- ! under; less than submarine — underwater
P . R subconsdous — beneath the consciousness
super- over; above superimpose — to put something greater
over something else
= e i superstar — a star greater than the others
SYTV, Sym-, Sy, sys- with; at the synchronize — to make things agree
same time symmetry — balance on the two sides of
e 3 dividing line
tele- far telepathy — communication by thought
e o alone
agoss transcontinental — across the continent
not unhelpful —not helpful
Suffix Meaning Examples
-able, -ible, -ble able to, capable viable — able to live
B | ofbeing edible —capable of being eaten
-adious, -aous having the tenacious — holding firmly
. quality of ] )
A i _of like noctumal — of the night
-ance, -3ncy the act of; performance — the act of performing
- s ] a state of being | tuancy —the act of being truant
-ant, -ent one who occupant — one who occupies
e _....|__fespondent—one whoresponds

3
H
£
;

3 place or thing for

Suffix Meaning 7 Examples
-ar, -ary connected with; ! ocular- pertaining to the eye
conceming . benefidary —one W(l‘:o_[e_c_eiy:eﬁ t{gpgﬁt{ .
-ence the act, fact, i existence — the quality of being
or quality oﬁfd AT
-er, or ‘ one who does | teacher — one who teaches
;. visitor — one who visits
-ful full of; having J fearful — full of fear
qualities of . masterful —- having the qualities of 3 master
-y to make ! deify —to make into a god o
-, -ac of; like; ayptic— hidden
pertainingto | cardiac— penainipg to the heart
-il, -ile pertaining to avil — pertaining to dtizens
E infantile — pertaining to infants P
-ion the act or correction — the act of correcting
condition of L
-ism the philosophy, i patriotism — support of one’s country
adt, or practice of | ~
-ist one who does, i artist — one who is occupied with art
makes, of is
occupied with N
-ty, -ty, -y the state or unity — the state of being one
character of i novelty —the quality of being novel or new
-ive containing the pensive — thoughtful
nature of, giving 1
or leaning toward v
Hess without; lacking heartless — cruel; Ml_tlogk_._a_rEtL -
-logue 3 particular kind dialogue —a conversation or interchange
of speaking of writing R
-logy a kind of speaking; eulogy — a speech or writing in praise of
a study or sdence ‘ S0meone
. theology — the study of God and related
| matters -
-ment the act of; alignment — the act of aligning
thestateo] | retirément—thestate of beingretired
_ness | thegqualyof | eagemess—the quality of being eager
ory having the nature of, | laudatory — showing praise

__laboratory — a place where work is done____

(continued)



to take or hold

Suffix M g E Pk
-ous, -0se : full of,'having dangerous — full of danger
! verbose — wordy
— 4 e =
~ship | the art or skifl of; teadership — the ability to lead
| the state or quality
e of being o
-some _full_of like troublesome — full of trouble
-tude the state or servitude — slavery or bondage
quality of . .
-y full of, somewhat; ! musty — having a stale odor
somewhat like chilly — somewhat cold
willowy — like 3 willow
Common Roots
Root M. g Exampls
&r sharp, bitter acrid — sharp, bitter
act, ag to do; to act activity — action
o agent — one who does
acu sharp; keen acuity — keenness
alt high exalt —to raise or lift up
anim o life; mind animate — to make aive
ann year annual — yearly
anthrop man, mankind misanthrope — one who hates people
apt fit adapt — to fit to
arch to rule patriarch — a father and ruler
aud to hear | audience —those who hear
_bas low debase — to make lower
belki war | bellicose— hostile, wartike
ben, bene welf; good benevolent — doing or wishing good
_bio o life biology — the study of living things
brev short abbreviate — to shorten
cad, cas ! to falt cadence — the falt of the voice in speaking,
‘ | movement in sound
; J cascade — a small waterfall
t T s
cap, capt, ap, i i captive — one who is caught and held
I

receive — 1o take

Meaning

Examples

hollow

to go; to give in

precede —to go before
access —a means of givi[\gwt’o“ .

S D s S

chrom color chromatic — the order of events -
chron, chrono time synchronize — to make agree in time
SRR e P chronology — the order of events
ad, cis to cut, to kilf indisive — cutting into, sharp
B B ) _ homiade — the _lfilling of a man by another
_din to lean, to bend dedine —to bed or tum downward
dud,dus, dos, to close, to shut exdude — to shut out
_daud, daus . claustrophobia —fear of dosed places
cogn, cognit to know, to leam cognizant — aware
B 5 recognition — knowing on sight o
cor, cord heart accord — agreement —
COfp, corpor body corporal — bodily o
aed, credit to believe aedible —believable
aypt hidden ayptic—with hidden meaning a
_aum to heap up cumulative — increasing by additions
ur to care accurate — careful and predise
QuIT, curs, cours to run current — the flow of running water
da, date to give date — a given time e
dem, demo people demography — a statistical study of the
__population -
di day diary —a daily record
dic, dict to say diction — wording; verbal expression
S indict— to make a formal accusation
doc, doct to teach doctrine — something taught -
dol grief, pain doleful — sorrowful
z gomn to rule, to master dominion — rule; a ruled teritory
dorm to sleep dormant — sleeping, inactive o
duc, duat to lead induce — to lead to action
o aqueduct —a pipe or waterway -
_dynam power dynamite — a powerful explosive
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Root | Meaning

ego I I
e e e .
& | good, beautiful .

fac, fact, fic, fec, fect to make, to do | facile ~ easy to do

| ! artifact — an object made by man
B ﬁcuPn—ﬁm_em_»p_g_; thattas been made up

fer, ferr, lat

| to carry, to bring ‘r refer—to carry to sorething or somebody

fd e faith; trust _‘i confide —to tefl a trusted perso

o I :
end,_hAmﬁ . final— coming at the end

strong fortitude - strength
e i _eiforc_e:tokgive strength to
_to break » | _fragment —a part broken from the whol:‘
o e omemegvetine
gen, gener —I kind; race | general — applying to a whole dass or kind )

e e T 4}__ h‘,v,‘_’ gender — dassification of words by sex
gnos i i
i to know | agnostic —one who believes people cannot

know_whether_@od exists
i
grad, gress ‘ 10 step, to go J graduate —to go from one state to another
A — — | _Progress —to move forward
graph, gram ; writing | graphic — relating to writing
. t telegram — a written message sent over a
A e e 18 e, W 1 e ettt i d'S[ance
helio l I T i, o
e L8] heliolatry — sun worship
hyd f — 0
ydro ( water hydrant —a pipe from which one draws
R S— p A e o
jac, jact, jec, ject | to throw j trajectory — the path of an object that has
i been thrown or shot
ot awn e _L e .| Project—to propose; to put forward
. . 1 T e
e felin | junction—ajoining
e g JlOTNER }..Ee”_vi"e—“’ lie under oath
labor T— e
S0 [ lowork | elaborate—worked out carefuly
leg, lect | legi TS
9, ;o gather, to choose | legion — a large number gathered together
e | elect—to choose
leg T‘ law f ! S
L MW ] legisiate — 1o make laws
liber i _book I ol

R | library —a book collection

;
H

Root Meaning Examples
liber free liberation — freedom
loc i place dislocagg: to displace .
loqu, Jocut ‘ to talk loquadous — talkative
! elocution — style of speaking
e : T
tuc ! fight " eluddate —to darify ("throw light on”)
mang { great I magnanimous — of noble mind; generous
| | magnate —an impgr}ant person
man, mani, manu hand manipulate — to work with hands
manuscript - a document wnitten by hand
mar the sea maritime — having to do with the sea
medi middle intermediate — in the middle §
meter, metr, mens to measure thermometer — an instrurment to measure
: temperature
! symmetry — similarity of measurement on
both sides
immense — very large (imrp__easurable)
micro very small microbe — an organism too small to be
seen with the naked eye
min, mini small minute — very tiny
miniature — a small copy of something
mit, mitt, miss i to send admit — to allow in
i " Inissife— 2 projectile
mon, monit § to advise, ’ monument - a plaque, statue, buiding,
wam, remind 1 etc, set up to remind one of someone or
. something
| premonition — an advance waming
et - 4 bl ]
mort ,morti to die mortal — destined to die
- %2 |, Morbund —dying e i
mov, mot, mob ! to move remove — to move away
! emotion — strong (moving) feelings
| I immobile - not movable
) - et el R Ll S
mut : to change | _immutable —never changing
nat, nasc bom prenatal — before birth
_ T . | hascent—coming into being; being born
nay ship dircumnavigate —to sai around -
noctum ‘ night nocturnal —taking place at night
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Root ! M g Examph
T
romy .. lawamanged order| astronomy —the science of the stars
Movfows 8 OEW .. 4 i0bovaton-—sowiething pew
oym | meme | anonymous-withoutaname
oper . towar | opectne—capatle of verking
B e DA | pachysaoicalm, -
o ,299.3' .4 disparate — not alke; distinct
- h s R - ... depart—10 go away from
pater, patr father i paternal —fatherly
) o { patriarch — a father and a ruler
path pat, pas ‘ feehng suffering empathy — "feeling with” another person
‘ patient — suffering without complaint
. o passion — strong emotion
ped, pede, pod i foot | pedestal — the bottom of a statute,
i column, etc
% ! impede — to hinder
o - i podiumm—_a‘ platform on which to stand
pel, puls i to drive expel —to drive out
Ny o e repulse — to drive back
pend, pens to hang; to weigh; | pendulous — hanging loosely
to pay pensive — thoughtful
pension — 3 payment to a person after a
T i o RN FGE
pet, petit ‘ to seek impetus —a motive
- T N |_petition ~ o request
T | . Y
phil, philo f loving i philanthropy — a desire to help mankind
o g 4 philosophy —a love of f knowledge
phobla | fear l hydraphobia —fear of water
phon, phone sound symphony — harmony of sounds
telephone — an instrument for sending
. sound over a distance
_plac_ o pﬁease p(acate to stop from from being angry
_pofis ) dty l metropolis - a major ity
pon, pos, posit, pose to place ' proponent —a person who makes a sug-
S | R 1 gestion or supports a cause
port, portat to carry porter — one who carries
T — franspartation —a means of carrying
_psych, psycho ., mnd J piyugquogy-—lh_e"sgi’gnge of the mind

q

Root ‘] Meaning ! Examples é
quer, quisit to ask ! query — to question
‘, inquistion — a questioning
. e LR — '».
quies N | quiet . | acquiesce —to agree without protest <
radi ray 1 irradiate —to sh shine tight on SO
rap, rapt to seize ‘ rapine — the act of seizing other’s property
‘ | by force
i | rapture — being seized or carried away by
. | o emotion e
rid, ris [ to laugh ridicutous — laughable
: 1 risible — causing laughter
1 1 S R
09, rogate [ to ask | prerogative —a prior right
interrogate — to question
rupt to break disrupt — to break up
sat, satis enough | satiate — to provide with enough or more
| than enough
satisfy — to meet the needs of
schis, schiz to cut schism — a split or division
. schizophrenia — a mental disorder charac-
{ terized by a separation of the thoughts and
| emnations
sa to know saence — knowledge
scop to watch, to view telescope — an instrument for seeing things
. at a distance o
scrib, saipt i to write describe — to tell or write about i
i transcript — a written copy ) 3
sec, sect ‘ to cut { sectile — cutable with a knife
B | bised—toautintwo i
sed, sess, sid r to sit ‘ sediment — material that settles to the bot-
| tom {in liquid)
session — a meeting
| preside —to have authority
- ‘ s S
sent, sens tofeel, tothink | sentiment — feeling

sensitive- responding to stimuli

sequ, secu, secut to follow sequence — order
i consecutive — one following another
solv, solut to loosen absolve -to free from guilt

solution — the method of working out an
ansvier
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Root M g . Example.
soph sophisticate - a worldly-wise person
spe, spect, spic to look, to appear |  spedimen — an example
inspect — to ook over
perspicacious - having sharp judgment
spir, spirit to breathe i expire —to exhale; to die
. spint—life
ot ke S O T ctaluii
sta, stat to stand | stable —steady
[ stationary —fixed, unmoving
stry, struct to build ! construe — to explain or deduce the
! meaning
. ‘ structure — a building
suas, suad ; to urge ‘ persuasive — having the power to cause
; ‘i something to change
| dissuade —to change someone’s course
sum, sumpt : to take 3 assume — to take on
| resumption —taking up again -
tact, tang to touch tactile - able to be touched or feit
L intangible — unable to be touched
tempor time temporal — lasting only for a ime;
; PRI G . 11,2, SO P e
ten, tent, tain to hold untenable — unable to be held
retentive — holding
maintain — to keep or keep up
tend, tens to stretch extend — to stretch out or draw out
tension — tautness
SN | R ———— e
terr land | teritory-aportionofland
the, theo god atheist — one who believes there is no God
' theocracy — rule by god or by persons
claiming to represent Him o
thermo heat thermal — having to do with heat
tract to draw attract —to draw
trud, trus to thrust protrude — to stick out
) . intrusive — pushing into or upon something
un, uni one i unanimous - of one opinion
I . unifem—ofoneform
wb ooody . subub-adismictnearady
bt o S el |, Hile e queiiy e being use il

Root Meaning Examples
vac empty vacuum—empty space
ven, vent o come convene —to meet together
advent — an ammival o
ver true verify —toprovetobe true
verd green verdant —green
vert, vers to tum advert— to tum away
Vi, via way deviate—to tum off the prescribed way
via— by way of
vid, vis to see evident —apparent; obvious
invisible —unable to be seen .
ving, vict to conquer convince — to overcome the doubts of
o - victory — an overcoming
vit, viv to live vital —alive
vivadous — lively
voc, voke, vocat to call vocal — spoken or uttered aloud
invoke —to call on
vocation — a calling ~
void empty devoid — without
volv, volut to roll or evolve —to develop by stages, to unfold
tum around
vol to fy volatile — vaponzing quickly




