Sample Concluding Paragraph for Response to Literature Essay
Sample One
Introduction:
Which is more valuable---financial success or kindness? The play A Christmas Carol, adapted by
Israel Horowitz from Charles Dickens’ novel, answers this question. It tells the story of Scrooge, a
greedy, grumpy old man. In the play, Scrooge is visited by three ghosts who change him from being a
cold-hearted miser into a kind, generous person. A Christmas Carol illustrates that financial success
cannot buy happiness, but kindness can.
1.

Attention-getter:
Which is more valuable---financial success or kindness?

2.

Connect to the opener:
The play A Christmas Carol, adapted by Israel Horowitz from Charles Dickens’ novel, answers
question.

this
3.

Plot summary:
It tells the story of Scrooge, a greedy, grumpy old man. In the play, Scrooge is visited by three
ghosts who change him from being a cold-hearted miser into a kind, generous person.

4.

Thesis:
A Christmas Carol illustrates that financial success cannot buy happiness, but kindness can.

Conclusion:
A Christmas Carol has remained popular for over 150 years because it addresses a basic question
with which many people still struggle---the relative value of financial success and kindness. The play
answers this question by showing that financial success offers no guarantee of happiness and love, but
kindness brings many rewards. If society today would take this lesson seriously, all would benefit
1.

Connect to the opener:
A Christmas Carol has remained popular for over 150 years because it addresses a basic question
with which many people still struggle---the relative value of financial success and kindness.

2.

Restate the thesis in different words:
The play answers this question by showing that financial success offers no guarantee of
happiness and love, but kindness brings many rewards.

3.

End with something to make the reader think:
If society today would take this lesson seriously, all would benefit

Sample Two
Introduction:
Many people spend their entire lives searching for the key to a meaningful life. In A Christmas
Carol, written by Charles Dickens and adapted by Israel Horowitz, a greedy old miser named Scrooge
endures such a search for meaning and ultimately finds the treasure of life. He needs the help of three
spirits, who appear during the night on Christmas Eve, to help him see how his inconsiderate and greedy
actions affect others and leave him alone. As a result of this experience, he changes from his selfish
ways and allows himself to branch out, becoming more friendly, generous, and content in the process. A
Christmas Carol illustrates that people can be happy without money or success, as pure happiness
originates from thoughtfulness and generosity.
1.
2.

3.

4.

Attention-getter:
Many people spend their entire lives searching for the key to a meaningful life.
Connect to opener:
In A Christmas Carol, written by Charles Dickens and adapted by Israel Horowitz, a greedy old
miser named Scrooge endures such a search for meaning and ultimately finds the treasure of life.
Plot summary:
He needs the help of three spirits, who appear during the night on Christmas Eve, to help him see
how his inconsiderate and greedy actions affect others and leave him alone. As a result of this
experience, he changes from his selfish ways and allows himself to branch out, becoming more
friendly, generous, and content in the process.
Thesis:
A Christmas Carol illustrates that people can be happy without money or success, as pure
happiness originates from thoughtfulness and generosity.

Conclusion:
The search for what makes a life meaningful will continue to haunt mankind. While
some look for meaning in adventure and some seek it in wealth, A Christmas Carol seems to say that
life’s purpose can be found in treating others with thoughtfulness and respect. Such kindness and
generosity will repay the giver many times over with a life full of value and meaning.
1.
2.
to
3.

Connect to the opener:
The search for what makes a life meaningful will continue to haunt mankind.
Restate thesis and main points:
While some look for meaning in adventure and some seek it in wealth, A Christmas Carol seems
say that life’s purpose can be found in treating others with thoughtfulness and respect.
End with something to make the reader think:
Such kindness and generosity will repay the giver many times over with a life full of value and
meaning.

