How and Why?

1. How did Herbert Hoover’s voluntarism fail to solve the problems of the Great Depression?

2. Describe the conflict that led to FDR’s proposal that the president be given more power in the organization of the Supreme Court. What were the specifics of FDR’s “court packing” proposals?

3. Discuss the ways in which the Depression affected the following groups: African Americans, Hispanics, and Mexicans.

4. Describe the important role the Eleanor Roosevelt played in the American political scene of the 1930s.

5. What factors led to a rift in the American Federation of Labor? How was the Congress of Industrial Organizations different from the A.F.L?

6. In what ways were Herbert Hoover’s economic ideas more progressive than his Republican predecessors in office? Despite these ideas, what political failings caused his demise as president?

7. Discuss and analyze the elements that produced Franklin Roosevelt’s landslide victory over Herbert Hoover in the election of 1932.

8. Choose three New Deal relief programs and describe them. What were they designed to accomplish? What were the achievement and /or failings of these programs?

9. Many historians have stated that Franklin Roosevelt was “the right man at the right time.” Evaluate thematic evidence that produces this thesis.

10. Arthur Schlesinger has written that FDR’s strengths included his ability to unite the nation against a common foe, and his instinct for finding the “vital center” of American thinking. What historical evidence caused Schlesinger to express this thesis?

11. Do you support those members of the black press who said that the National Recovery Administration (NRA) actually stood for “Negro Run Around” of “Negroes Ruined Again?”Why or why not? Cite specific examples of FDR’s reforms for African Americans that either support or refute these slogans.
