How and Why?

1. What actions illustrate Japanese, German and Italian aggression in the 1930s?
2. In what ways was FDR preparing for war before the bombing of Pearl Harbor?

3. What evidence reveals the vital role that American manufacturing played in the victory of the Allies?

4. Describe American policy regarding the war in the period 1935 to December 7-8, 1941.

5. How did American unity provide a foundation for success in World War II? Describe examples of Americans on the homefront which illustrate the importance of that unity.

6. What factors combined to produce the defeat of Germany? Be sure to explain the roles of the Soviet Union, the bombing campaigns, and the D-Day invasion in the victory of the Allies.

7. Respond to the following statement: “American entry into World War II emerged as a vital factor in the defeat of the Axis Powers.”

8. What evidence reveals the brutal nature of the war in the Pacific? What factors contributed to President Truman’s decision to drop the atomic bomb? Of those factors, which one do you think was most influential in his mind?
9. Analyze the wartime experiences of three of the following groups” women, African- Americans, Mexican- Americans, Japanese- Americans and Native Americans. Did these experiences help or hinder progress toward equality in America?

10. Based on your reading in this chapter, do you believe that FDR wanted an excuse for war or not? Cite specific examples in your response.

