How and Why?

1. How did television portray the American middle-class in the 1950s and early 1960s?

2. What examples reveal that United States foreign policy sometimes involved backing undemocratic regimes in the effort to contain communism?
3. Who was Betty Friedan and why was her book The Feminine Mystique viewed as such a ground-breaking piece of writing? What effect did her work have on the art world?

4. What factors contributed to John Kennedy’s victory in the election of 1960?
5. What Civil Rights Acts were supported and passed under the leadership of Lyndon Johnson?

6. How did the economic prosperity of the 1950s and early 1960s shape social and political life in the United States?
7. What characteristics and organizations defined the non-violent movement to achieve civil rights in the period 1954-1965? What successes were achieved in this period? Describe who you believe were the most successful leaders of these efforts.
8. In what ways did John Kennedy’s mystique shape the national mood of the early 1960s? What successes and failures did JFK experience as president? How did his combination of idealism and shrewdness affect the rest of the 1960s?
9. Describe the ways in which both Dwight Eisenhower and Lyndon Johnson furthered the legacy and reforms of Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal.
10. In 1965, civil-rights leaders consistently expressed that Lyndon Johnson was “the best president that American blacks ever had.” What factors caused the leaders to voice this opinion?
