
 

The Blazer Post 
Jennifer Randel, Principal  Jim Curtis, Assistant Principal 

School Office Hours 

Mon - Fri 

7:30am - 4:00pm 

 

Labor Day Holiday 

Sept 5th—No School 

 

Useful Links 

 

School Website 

 

School Calendar 

 

Lunch Menus 

 

School Handbook 

 
Upcoming Friday  

Spirit  Assemblies   

September 2 

September 16 

 at 8:30am 

In the  

amphitheater 

September 2016 

AT BUCHANAN! 

 

 

Great works are performed, not by strength, but by perseverance. Samuel Johnson 

School Notes 
Buchanan Families, 
The 2016-2017 school  year is off to a great start!  We hope you found your child's Back 
to School Night both informative and helpful.  We value the importance of home to 
school communication and hope that the evening(s) provided you with enough          
information about the academic year ahead and the technology supports available for 
your child.  If you were unable to attend or need a refresher, you can visit  our website 
and click on parents to view the Buchanan Technology supports available.   
 
School  attendance is a vital part of a student’s success and is something that can be 
easily achieved by sending your child to school daily.  Studies have shown that a          
student's attendance in school directly correlates to their academic performance.  We 
encourage all students to be on time each and every day to insure they receive the    
instruction they deserve on their  path towards College and Career Readiness.   
 
As we move into the month of September, many activities are underway to support the 
Arts and academic growth at Buchanan.  Band has begun for our 5th grade students, 
before school choir is being offered for students in grades 3 -5, all 4th graders are    
learning to play the recorder and our 2nd grade students will be exposed to Ballroom 
dancing.   Academically our Universal Access intervention/prevention and acceleration 
programs are also underway supporting students as needed in Math and English        
Language Arts.        
 
Communication is key for  any successful program.  We plan to continue to support our 
families through our monthly newsletter, Sunday reminder calls, our electronic marquee 
and our Buchanan website where you can find the teacher websites.  Please do not   
hesitate to contact a staff member is you have questions or  concerns.   
 
Did you know: 
 September is National Attendance Awareness month and National Preparedness 

Month—”Don’t wait, Communicate.  Make your Emergency Plan Today.” 
 Watch D.O.G.S. kickoff night is Wed. September 14th 
 Coffee and Conversation for our E.L.L. parents is Wednesday, Sept. 7th  
 Our first Spirit Day is Friday,  September  16th   - Wear your favorite sports jersey  
 
Good things are happening at Buchanan Elementary! 
 
Jennifer Randel and Jim Curtis   

 

http://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/Domain/346
http://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2009
http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?page=menus&sid=2110111645366853
http://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/domain/353
http://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/buchanan
http://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=346&ChannelID=366&DirectoryType=6
https://www.ready.gov/september
https://www.ready.gov/september


 



Celebration Policy 

Per MVUSD policy regarding food allergies, any food brought on campus to be shared with other    

students needs to have prior approval from school personnel. 

 

As an alternative suggestion to food for student celebrations (i.e. birthdays), you may donate a book 

to the classroom or school library honoring your student.  Another idea is to bring in a goody bag (with 

no food items) or a non-food treat for each student in the class.   

 

Thank you for adhering to this policy for the safety of all students and staff.   

 

Give your child the best start to the day - Be on time 
 

Remember, the bell rings to line up at 8:20 am each morning for grades 1-5.  

Please be sure to drop your children off at school on time.  Prompt attendance is 

crucial to maximize student learning.  Arriving to school just five minutes late each morning 

adds up to nearly three full days of missed instruction over the course of the school year!  

Thank you for your support. 



Student Lunches and Cafeteria Meals 

Due to parent concerns and health/food allergies, students and parents should not share lunches with other 
students.  Parents who join their student during lunch time will eat with their student at the tables under 
the blue canvas cover.   Click here for lunch menus. 

Student Meal Prices:   Breakfast -   Full Pay $1.50    Reduced price $.30 
                                Lunch -        Full Pay $2.50    Reduced price $.40 

                                Milk or Juice - $.50            Bottled Water - $.75 

 
Free and reduced lunch applications are to be completed online at 

www.fma.murrieta.k12.ca.us or you can pick up an application in the school office 
Parents can make payments to lunch accounts at www.myschoolbucks.com   

A Message from the Health Office 
 

Health Alert-Food Allergies/Sensitivities 
We have several students in our school that may have food allergies, food        

sensitivities or dietary restrictions. Food allergies can trigger reactions that 

range from very mild to life threatening (anaphylaxis).  Generally, an individual 

must ingest a food allergen to have a reaction, but for some, even being exposed to it or ingesting a very small 

amount can cause a life threatening reaction.  As a result, there are several procedures that will help to prevent 

exposure and reduce the risk of anaphylaxis and help keep all of our students safe: 

 

1. Students should be encouraged to wash their hands upon arrival to the classroom and again before and after 

lunch.  This not only is good for food allergies, but helps reduce disease transmission. 

2. The classrooms should be peanut/tree nut/food allergy aware spaces.  Classroom projects or assignments 

should NOT include the use of peanut butter/nuts or other food items.  Any exception to this rule would     

require pre-approval and prior notification to parents. 

3. Any food or snack that may be provided/shared must have pre-approval and prior notification must be       

provided to all parents prior so they can make alternate choices.  Additionally, all food items provided should 

be pre-packaged and food ingredients must be known or labeled.  Suggestions for class sharing (birthday 

parties, etc.) may be providing or donating a book for the classroom or other non-food items. 

 

If your student has a food allergy, please make sure you contact/inform the Health Office.  You may want to 

speak to the School Nurse if the allergy requires medication or other interventions.  Students with food allergies 

may be entitled to accommodations or plans to address their needs.  We look forward to working collaboratively 

with you to provide all of our students with a safe learning environment.  We appreciate your care and support of 

our students and school. 

Upcoming School Spirit Day 

Our first Spirit Day is September 16th 

Wear your favorite sports jersey to school! 

Box Top Contest 

Our first contest period ends on October 28th.  The classroom from each grade that submits 

the most box tops will get to play a Nation Ball game with Mrs. Randel and Mr. Curtis.  Our  

Mr. Keith will be the referee!  Send in those box tops now!! 

http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?page=menus&sid=2110111645366853


Positive Behavioral Interventions Supports Moment  

Be Responsible: Follow Instructions 
 

 

In an effort to purposefully teach a code of conduct we at Buchanan call the 

Blazer Way, we choose a social skill or two each month and make them a focus of attention. 

This skill is featured on our Blazer News video each week, it is taught to our individual grade 

levels during an assembly, and teachers can apply the skill to different situations in their 

classrooms.   

A good place to start is to look at following instructions.   Of course, different situations are go-

ing to call for different ways of following instructions.  The simplest place to begin is what fol-

lowing instructions in the classroom might look like.  Below is a simple step by step to read 

and look at with your student: 

 

 

 

Having a good understanding of how to follow instructions is a great 

place to begin towards following the Blazer Way.  Following instructions is 

respectful and it can lead students towards getting their classwork done 

with the best effort.  It can also point students towards safe play on the 

playground.  Let’s face it, the ability to follow instructions is just a great tool 

for the tool box of life. 

Children’s Chorus for 3rd-5th Grade 

Meets every Thursday morning from 7:45am to 8:15am 

Last day to join is September 22nd.  

Dear Buchanan Families, 

 

Last spring we completed our 2nd season of state assessments       

entitled CAASPP.  All students, grades 3rd through 5th, completed 

online assessments in Language Arts and Mathematics.  At this 

point you should have received individual score reports for your students in both of these areas.   

 

As you look at these reports, please note that these results are just one piece of the larger puzzle that is 

your student’s education.  Common formative assessments, reading inventories, math inventories, daily 

class assignments, and teacher observations along with CAASPP results create a more complete picture 

of each student’s academic progress. Even with that, we have to consider other factors, like social       

development, when making decisions regarding all of our young Blazers’ education.  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact either Mrs. Randel or Mr. Curtis. 



Buchanan’s Reading Round-Up Returns! 

A School Wide Reading Incentive Program 

 
HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS: 

1. Each student will receive his/her 1st “Reading Roundup” monthly reading log the week of 9/25/16. 

Every month students will receive a new “Reading Roundup” reading log at the beginning of every 

month from their classroom teacher. 

 

2. Write your child’s name, teacher, and grade level at the top of the Reading Roundup reading log 

and keep it in a safe place. Each night after your child has read, record the total minutes read,  

and initial it.  At the end of the week, add up how many minutes were read. 

 

3. At the end of the month, total your reading minutes, and write the total minutes for the month   

on the bottom of the log.   Fill in the Raffle Ticket at the bottom of your log. DO NOT remove!   

All Reading Round up reading logs are turned into the library on your regularly scheduled library 

time during the first week of the following month. 

 

4. RAZ Kids minutes counts too!  Also, if your child’s teacher requires his/her own reading log, those 

minutes can be applied to the Reading Round-up. 

 

Monthly reading goals and prizes: 

TK-K= 300 minutes a month 

1st-2nd=450 minutes a month 

3rd-5th=600 minutes a month 

 

Every student that turns in his or her reading log and reaches the monthly goal will receive: 

A free kids meal coupon 

A raffle ticket to win a book bag and book from Mrs. Nelson at the Spirit Assembly 

A special “Reader’s Recess” each month for 1 class in each grade with the most participation for 

that month 

The gift of becoming a better reader 

Mrs. Randel will have to do something CRAZY as determined by the students of Buchanan 

 

School goal: Every Student Reading, Every day! 

If our school reads 1,500,000 minutes by April 2017, Mrs. Randel has agreed to accept a     

challenge presented by students, like trading jobs with custodian for a day.  Soon classrooms 

will submit their ideas for her challenge and a final vote of the top 3 ideas will be voted on by 

the students of Buchanan.   

 

Remember, even if you do not meet your monthly goal, still turn in your reading calendar because 

every minute helps us reach our goal school wide goal! 

Thank you for your support! 

We look forward to another, exciting year of reading!! 



 



Buchanan Elementary SSC Meeting 

September 13, 2016 

3:30pm Room E8    

Attendance: 

 I. Call Meeting to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes and Agenda 

 Minutes of May 10, 2016  

 Agenda of September 13, 2016 

 III. Action Items 

  School Site Council members introduce themselves.  

  Election of Officers – President, Vice President and Secretary 

 IV.  New Business 

  Role of School Site Council –  

  Buchanan Elementary Overview Powerpoint 

Local Control Funding Formula.  

At the Next School Site Council meeting the following will be reviewed and discussed – Parent In-

volvement Plan and School Safety Plan 

Next Meeting date – October 11th  at 3:30 in room E8 

 V.  Adjourn  

Buchanan Elementary SSC Meeting 

May 10, 2016 

3:30 pm Room E8
    

 I. Call Meeting to Order: 3:32 PM 

 

II. Approval of Minutes and Agenda 

Minutes of March 8, 2016 – Mrs. Knott motioned to approve, Mrs. Lowitz seconded. Motion carried 

Agenda of May 10, 20116.  Mrs. Meserve motioned to approve, Mrs. Fitch seconded.  Motion carried 

 

III. Action Items 

 Site Fund Budgets, Mrs. Randel presented the 2016/17 budget for  

Discretionary funds explained 

LCAP funds explained 

President asked for motion to approve the budget 

Mrs. Knott motioned to approve, Mrs. Aarsvold seconded 

Motion carried 

 Parent/Student Handbook. Mrs. Randel presented changes made to the Handbook 

President asked for a motion to approve. Mrs. Lowitz motioned to approve, Mrs. Meserve seconded.  

Motion carried 

 Members.  Mrs. Randel discussed current service time of current SSC members.   Ballots to go out 

May 27 and returned by June 1 

 

 IV. New Business Next School Site Council meeting TBD.  

 

   Adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 4:17 PM 

   



Drama Club 
 

Sugar, Honey Ice Tea! It’s time again to audition for Buchanan’s annual school play Madagascar, Jr. !  

 

 When: Wednesday, October 5th – Grades K-3 

         Thursday, October 6th – Grades 4-5 

 Where: Buchanan Elementary MPR 

 Time: 3 p.m.- approx.5 p.m. (your child may leave after they audition) 

         Please come prepared with a 30 second song, monolog, poem or dance. All auditions are done 

         ‘a capella’ (no music). You MUST bring the Permission Slip (copies will be available in the office) 

  with you to the audition or you will not be admitted. This is YOUR time to shine so no buddy  

         auditions. We are looking for outgoing, confident people with sparkling personalities ….so show us 

         what you’ve got!  

 

Everyone who auditions will receive a part in the play either as a speaker or in the ensemble chorus! 

Rehearsals begin Thursday, October 13 and will be from 3-4:30 for the speakers and from 3-4:00 for 

the ensemble chorus and will be every Thursday each week. There will be more rehearsal days added as 

we get closer to the production. The tentative date for the production is Saturday, March 12.  

We look forward to our fun adventure of “Madagascar Jr.” 

 

 

Military Kids Friendship Club Update 

As of August, we now have 37 children in our club.  Our first 

meeting will be Thursday, September 27th from 1:30-2:30 on 

campus.  We will be introducing ourselves to our new club mem-

bers and pairing up to form peer mentoring buddies.  We will be learning about 

each other through a fun “getting to know you” activity.   

 Look for information soon regarding our Military Family Fun Night 

sometime in October.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Simmons at 

psimmons@murrieta.k12.ca.us. 



 



 



 

Buchanan Elementary 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Running Club 

2 

Spirit Assembly 

 

PTA Fundraiser 

Orders & Money 

Due 

5th Gr Band 

3 

 

4 5 

Holiday— 

No School 

6 
Running Club 

 

4th Grade Recorder 

lessons 

7 
5th Grade Band 

Lessons 

 

EL Families  Coffee 

and Conversation 

8 
Running Club 

 

7:45am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade  

Rehearsal 

 

2nd Grade Dancing 

9 

Picture Make Up 

Day 

 

5th Gr Band 

 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

Early Release Day 

13 

Running Club 

 

4th Grade Recorder 

lessons 

14 
5th Grade Band 

Lessons 

 

6:30-8:00pm 

Watch D.O.G.S.  

Pizza Kick-off 

 

 

15 
Running Club 

 

7:45am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade  

Rehearsal 

 

2nd Grade Dancing 

 

16 

Spirit Assembly 

 

5th Gr Band 

17 

18 19 
Early Release Day 

20 

Running Club 

 

4th Grade Recorder 

lessons 

21 
5th Grade Band 

Lessons 

22 

Running Club 

 

7:45am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade  

Rehearsal 

 

2nd Grade Dancing 

 

23 
5th Gr Band 

24 

25 26 
Early Release Day 

27 
Running Club 

 

4th Grade Recorder 

lessons 

28 
5th Grade Band 

Lessons 

 

29 
Running Club 

 

7:45am Chorus for 

3rd-5th Grade  

Rehearsal 

 

2nd Grade Dancing 

30 
5th Gr Band 

 


