
Instruction BP 6163.1(a) 
 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTERS 
 
 
The Governing Board recognizes that school library media centers support the educational 
program by providing access to a variety of informational resources. The Board desires to 
provide library media centers with up-to-date books, reference materials, and electronic 
information resources necessary to promote literacy, support students in achieving 
academic standards, and encourage students to become lifelong learners. 
 
(cf. 6011 – Academic Standards) 
(cf. 6161 – Equipment, Books and Materials) 
(cf. 6163.4 – Student Use of Technology) 

 
School libraries shall be open for use by students and teachers during the school day. 
(Education Code 18103) 
 
Any school library open outside the school day, such as evenings and/or Saturdays, shall 
be under the supervision of a certificated employee. (Education Code 18103) 
 
The district’s school libraries may provide: (5CCR 16040) 
 

1. Library instruction to students that enables them to become proficient users of 
library resources 

 
2. Information to teachers and administrators concerning sources and availability of 

instructional materials that will aid in the development of school curriculum, and, 
in cooperation with classroom teachers, the development of instructional units and 
activities using library resources 

 
(cf. 6141 – Curriculum Development and Evaluation) 

 
3. Assistance to teachers and students in the evaluation, selection, production, and 

uses of instructional materials 
 
4. A collection of materials and resources that support the curriculum and are 

appropriate for user needs 
 
5. Assistance to teachers, administrators, and other school staff members in 

becoming knowledgeable about appropriate uses of library media services, 
materials, and equipment 

 
(cf. 4131/4231 – Staff Development) 

 
The Superintendent or designee shall develop procedures for the selection and evaluation 
of library materials. 



BP 6163.1(b) 
 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTERS (continued) 
 
 
The Governing Board endorses the School Library Bill of Rights as drawn by the American 
Library Association, which asserts that the responsibility of the school library is: 
 

1. To provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into 
consideration the varied interests, abilities and maturity levels of the students 
served. 

 
2. To provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary 

appreciation, aesthetic values, and ethical standards. 
 
3. To provide background information which will enable students to make intelligent 

judgments in their daily lives. 
 
4. To provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that young 

citizens may develop under guidance the practice of critical reading and thinking. 
 
5. To provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic and cultural 

groups and their contributions to our American heritage. 
 
6. To place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the 

selection of materials of the highest quality in order to assure a comprehensive 
collection appropriate for the users of the library resource center. 

 
Every effort shall be made to reach the standards of the American Library Association and 
the budget shall reflect this intent within a priority framework. 
 
Whenever a school receives state funding for school and library improvement pursuant to 
Education Code 41570-41573, the school site council shall develop a single plan for 
student achievement which incorporates a district-wide plan for school libraries. 
(Education Code 41572) 
 
(cf. 0420 – School-Based Management/Site Councils) 

 
In developing the district-wide plan, the Superintendent or designee is encouraged to 
consult with school library media teachers, classroom teachers, administrators, 
parents/guardians, and students as appropriate in the development of the plan. 



BP 6163.1(c) 
 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTERS (continued) 
 
 
The district-wide library plan shall describe the district’s vision and goals for the district’s 
libraries and action steps including how funds will be distributed to school sites. As 
appropriate, the plan may also address staffing, facilities, selection and evaluation of 
materials, prioritization of needs, and other related matters. 
 
(cf. 0000 – Concepts and Roles) 
(cf. 0200 – Goals/Focus Areas for the School District) 
(cf. 6000 – Concepts and Roles) 
 

Selection and Evaluation of School Library Materials 

 
Responsibility for the selection of library materials is delegated to the professional library 
staff through the principal. School librarians shall evaluate materials, using professional 
selection aids and standards, in accordance with law, Board policy, and administrative 
regulation. The selection process shall invite recommendations from administrators, 
teachers, other staff, parents/guardians, and students as appropriate. 
 
(cf. 6144 – Controversial Issues) 
(cf. 6161.1 – Selection and Evaluation of Instructional Materials) 

 
Library materials should be continually evaluated in relation to evolving curricula, new 
formats of materials, new instructional methods, and the needs of students and teachers.  
Materials that contain obsolete subject matter or are no longer appropriate shall be 
removed, and lost or worn materials may be replaced if possible. 
 
(cf. 3270 – Sale and Disposal of Books, Equipment and Supplies) 
 

Complaints regarding the appropriateness of library materials shall be addressed using 
the district’s procedures for complaints regarding instructional materials. 
 
(cf. 1312.2 – Complaints Concerning Instructional Materials) 
 

Reports 

 
The district shall, on or before August 31 each year, report to the California Department of 
Education on the condition of school libraries for the preceding year ending June 30. 
(Education Code 18122) 
 



BP 6163.1(d) 
 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTERS (continued) 
 
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
 1703 Coordination of district library services by county superintendent 
 1770-1775 Provision of library services by county superintendent 

18100-18203 School libraries 
18300-18571 Union high school district/unified school district library district 
19335-19336 Reading Initiative Program; recommended books 
41570-41573 School and Library Improvement Block Grant 
42605 Tier 3 Categorical flexibility  
44868-44869 Qualifications and employment of library media teachers 
45340-45349 Instructional aides 
60119 Sufficiency of textbooks and instructional materials; public hearing 
60240-60251.5 State Instructional Materials Fund, purchase of classroom library materials 
60420-60424 Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program 
REPEALED EDUCATION CODE FOR CATEGORICAL PROGRAMS 
18181 District-wide library plan 
52012 Establishment of school site council 
52014-52015 School plans 
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 
16040-16043 School libraries 
80053 Library media service teaching credential 
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20 
6383 Improving Literacy Through School Libraries grant program 
 

Management Resources: 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 
School Library Program Standards, September 2010 
School Library Standards for Students, September 2010 
Check It Out! Assessing School Library Media Programs, 1998 
Recommended Literature: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve 
CALIFORNIA SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION PUBLICATIONS 
Standards and Guidelines for Strong School Libraries, 2004 
WEB SITES 
American Library Association: http://www.ala.org 
California Department of Education, School Libraries: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/lb 
California Library Association: http://www.cla-net.org 
California School Library Association: http://www.csla.net 
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