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Workshop 5 Glossary 

ac•ti•vate 
(ak-tuh-vate) 
verb to make something start working. Scientists 
activate the device by pushing this button. 
Origin: Latin act-, meaning “done” 

a•gen•cy 
(ay-juhn-see) 
noun an organization that does a specifc job 
Origin: Latin agent-, meaning “doing” 

an•ti•bod•ies 
(an-ti-bod-ees) 
noun things the body makes to fght disease. 
Antibodies are one way my body keeps me healthy. 

ap•proved 
(uh-proovd) 
adjective ofcially recognized as being acceptable. 
The approved book that I most enjoy reading is I Am 
Malala. 
Origin: Latin ad-, meaning “to” + probare, meaning 
“try, test” 

as•sign 
(uh-sine) 
verb to send someone to a place for a job or 
responsibility. A job that would assign me to travel 
somewhere new would be exciting. 

at•tack 
(uh-tak) 
verb to begin to cause harm or injury to happen. 
A germ can attack cells in your body, causing you to 
become sick. 

a•void 
(uh-void) 
verb to stay away from a person or thing. I can avoid 
being late to school by setting my alarm ten minutes 
earlier than I normally do. 

bac•te•ri•a 
(bak-tihr-ee-uh) 
noun small, living things that can cause illness. The 
doctor gave me medicine to fght the bacteria causing 
my sickness. 

be•ware 
(bi-wair) 
verb to be on guard against someone or something 
that is dangerous. The police told drivers to beware of 
ice on the roads. 

case 
(kayss) 
noun example 

choke 
(chohk) 
verb to be unable to breathe because your throat has 
tightened up or is blocked. The smoke from the fre was 
so thick, I was afraid I would choke. 

clear 
(klihr) 
adjective free or away from something unpleasant. 
Drivers can keep clear of the trafc by taking a diferent 
route. 

com•bat 
(kom-bat) 
verb to try to keep something bad from happening 
or worsening. I put tape on the page to combat the 
growing rip in it. 
Origin: Latin com-, meaning “together with” + battere, 
meaning “to fght” 

con•frm 
(kuhn-furm) 
verb to provide proof that something is true. The 
kind of information that I confrm with my teacher is our 
homework assignments. 

(Continued) 
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Workshop 5 Glossary (Continued) 

con•ta•gious 
(kuhn-tay-juhss) 
adjective able to be passed from one living thing to 
another 
Origin: Latin con-, meaning “together with” + tangere, 
meaning “to touch” 

con•tain 
(kuhn-tayn) 
verb to have or hold something. My favorite lunch 
contains foods like chicken and rice. 
Origin: Latin con-, meaning “altogether” + tenere, 
meaning “to hold” 

con•tam•i•na•ted 
(kuhn-tam-uh-nay-tid) 
adjective containing something harmful or 
dangerous 

cov•er 
(kuhv-ur) 
verb to hide something using something else. I use 
my pillow to cover the noise. 

cri•sis 
(krye-siss) 
noun a situation of great difculty or danger 

de•hy•dra•ted 
(dee-hye-dray-tid) 
adjective not having enough water in the body 
Origin: Latin de-, expressing removal + Greek hudros, 
meaning “water” 

de•ter•mine 
(di-tur-min) 
verb to fgure out the facts or truth about something. 
I use the GPS on my phone to determine the quickest way 
home. 

dis•ease 
(duh-zeez) 
noun illness 

dodge 
(doj) 
verb to avoid something with a sudden quick 
movement. We were able to dodge the storm by going 
inside once it became cloudy. 

en•cour•age 
(en-kur-ij) 
verb to try to convince someone to do something. I 
can encourage them by giving positive feedback. 

ep•i•dem•ic 
(ep-uh-dem-ik) 
noun a disease that infects large numbers of people 
Origin: Greek epi, meaning “upon” + dēmos, meaning 
“the people” 

ep•i•de•mi•ol•o•gist 
(ep-uh-deem-ee-ol-uh-jist) 
noun someone who studies how diseases are spread 
and controlled 

e•quip•ment 
(i-kwip-muhnt) 
noun tools used to complete a special job. If you have 
an injury, you may need equipment to get around. 

ex•am•ine 
(eg-zam-uhn) 
verb to look carefully at something in order to learn 
more about it. When I examine the classroom, I see that 
Angelina is absent today. 

ex•pose (to) 
(ek-spohz too) 
verb to be put in a situation that is dangerous or 
unpleasant. If your skin is exposed to the sun for too 
long, you will get sunburned. 
Origin: Latin ex-, meaning “out” + ponere, meaning 
“put” 

fa•tal 
(fay-tuhl) 
adjective causing death or leading to death 

(Continued) 
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Workshop 5 Glossary (Continued) 

fu 
(foo) 
noun short for infuenza; an illness that causes fever, 
aches, and coughing 

for•eign 
(for-uhn) 
adjective located outside one’s own country. The 
university has many foreign students who come to the 
United States to study. 
Origin: Latin foris, meaning “outside” 

fric•tion 
(frik-shuhn) 
noun natural force created when one thing rubs 
against another. It is easy to fall when there is no friction 
between a person’s shoes and the icy sidewalk. 
Origin: Latin fricare, meaning “to rub” 

glob•al 
(gloh-buhl) 
adjective afecting the entire world. Technology 
like the telephone and the Internet has made global 
communication possible. 
Origin: Latin globus, meaning “spherical object” 

im•mune sys•tem 
(i-myoon siss-tuhm) 
noun parts of your body that work together to fght 
disease. A strong immune system is important because it 
helps you stay healthy. 

im•mu•nize 
(im-yuh-nize) 
verb to keep people from getting sick by giving them 
a vaccine or shot 

in•fect 
(in-fekt) 
verb make someone sick. I don’t want to share a glass 
with you, since I might infect you with the fu. 

in•vad•ers 
(in-vay-durz) 
noun a group that enters a place by force in order to 
take control of it 
Origin: Latin in-, meaning “into” + vadere, meaning 
“go” 

in•ves•ti•gate 
(in-vess-tuh-gate) 
verb to try to fnd out facts to learn more about 
something. I would investigate the situation by asking 
what is wrong. 
Origin: Latin in-, meaning “into” + vestigare, meaning 
“track, trace out” 

lurk 
(lurk) 
verb to wait quietly and secretly. In a ghost story, 
strange characters may lurk in the shadows of a room. 

mi•crobes 
(mye-krohbs) 
noun small, living things that can only be seen with a 
microscope and may cause disease. I studied microbes 
in science class. 
Origin: Greek mikros, meaning “small” + bios, 
meaning “life” 

mu•tate 
(myoo-tate) 
verb to change and become diferent from others of 
the same kind 
Origin: Latin mutare, meaning “to change” 

mys•te•ry 
(miss-tur-ee) 
noun something that people can’t understand or 
explain. I would like to solve the mystery of who took my 
backpack. 

ob•vi•ous 
(ob-vee-uhss) 
adjective easy to notice and understand. I consider 
practicing an obvious way to improve at sports. 

(Continued) 
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Workshop 5 Glossary (Continued) 

o•ver•whelm 
(oh-vur-welm) 
verb to take over and cause something to stop 
working. The last storm that overwhelmed my town was 
last winter’s snowstorm. 

par•ti•cle 
(par-tuh-kuhl) 
noun very small piece of something. I rubbed my eye 
when a particle of dust few into it. 
Origin: Latin particula, meaning “little part” 

post 
(pohst) 
verb to put up a public notice about something 
where others can see it. The director will post the list of 
who made the school play outside the cafeteria. 

pre•cau•tion 
(pri-kaw-shuhn) 
noun an action taken to stop something harmful 
from happening. As a precaution, I always wear a 
helmet when I ride my bike. 

pre•ven•tion 
(pri-ven-shuhn) 
noun actions that stop something from happening. 
Healthy eating and regular exercise are important in the 
prevention of health problems. 
Origin: Latin prae, meaning “before” + venire, 
meaning “come” 

pro•duce 
(pruh-dooss) 
verb to make naturally. Trees produce many things 
naturally including seeds and oxygen. 
Origin: Latin pro-, meaning “forward” + ducere, 
meaning “to lead” 

pro•tect 
(pruh-tekt) 
verb to keep a person or an item safe from harm 
or illness. When it rains, I wear rubber boots to protect 
myself from getting wet. 

pub•lic health 
(puhb-lik helth) 
noun the health of the population, often regulated 
by groups or government agencies that work to keep 
people safe from disease 

rare 
(rair) 
adjective not often seen or found. Something 
extremely rare that I have seen is a dinosaur fossil. 

re•fuse 
(ri-fyooz) 
verb to say that you will not do something that 
someone asks you to do. I refuse to eat foods that are 
unhealthy for me. 

re•main 
(ri-mayn) 
verb to stay in the same state or condition. Although 
there is no cure, experts remain hopeful that one will be 
found. 
Origin: Latin re-, expressing intensive force + manere, 
meaning “to stay” 

re•traced 
(ree-trayssd) 
verb followed someone else’s journey to fnd out 
where they went 

sep•a•rate 
(sep-uh-rate) 
verb to divide or keep apart. We had to separate the 
two dogs because they did not get along. 
Origin: Latin se-, meaning “apart” + parare, meaning 
“prepare” 

source 
(sorss) 
noun the thing from which something comes. A local 
farm stand is the source of our fresh fruit. 

(Continued) 

Universal | Stage B | ReaL Book | Workshop 5 | Glossary 



Page 5 of 5 

R1
80

U
_B

_P
ET

E_
W

5_
G

lo
ss

ar
y_

SR
   

   
   

  ©
 H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iffl

in
 H

ar
co

ur
t P

ub
lis

hi
ng

 C
om

pa
ny

Universal | Stage B | ReaL Book | Workshop 5 | Glossary,je.,,,ri,> 

Workshop 5 Glossary (Continued) 

spe•cial•ized 
(spesh-uh-lyzd) 
adjective developed for a particular use. We need 
specialized bikes to ride on the rough trails. 

spread 
(spred) 
verb to move and afect a larger area. Important 
news spreads to all students because of the morning 
announcements. 

symp•tom 
(simp-tuhm) 
noun something wrong with your body that shows 
you are sick. One symptom of my illness was a cough. 

treat 
(treet) 
verb to try to cure an illness using medication or 
special care. One time when I was sick, the doctor tried 
to treat the illness with antibiotics. 

type 
(tipe) 
noun kind. The emu is a type of bird that does not fy. 

vac•cine 
(vak-seen) 
noun a substance used to keep people from getting 
a disease. During the winter, some people go to the 
doctor for a vaccine to avoid the fu. 

vi•rus 
(vye-ruhss) 
noun a tiny living thing that causes diseases. I caught 
a virus that made my whole class sick. 
Origin: Latin virus, meaning “slimy liquid, poison” 


