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Springtime is on its way. We have started the process of moving towards onsite learning. Our first day of
the Hybrid schedule will begin on Monday, March 15th. All students will report virtually at 8:10 am to 9:10 am
for teacher instruction. Then, students will work on Asynchronous work, assigned by the teacher from 9:10
to 2:50 pm. Students that are attending Hybrid, begin on Tuesday, March 16th. It is extremely important
to watch for all communications. We will be contacting some families to notify them of specific changes.
The goal is to have everything completed by March 4th. Parents will be able to check in the AERIES portal
for the learning model and time selected only. On March, 12th, parents will be able to go into the portal and see
teacher assignments. The survey was closed on February 22nd. If any further changes are requested, we will
need to start a waiting list.
Progress reports will be sent via email on March 12th. The decision to give out reports earlier is to ensure if
there are teacher changes, the students have closed out the reporting period with their current teacher.
The next few months have various holidays, so please make sure to
keep your calendars handy. Always check the Marquee and listen to the Sunday Afternoon message for updated information. Please remember we only have one week of Spring Break. (March 29th – April 2nd, students return April 6th on line at 8:10)
We have a few virtual activities planned for the next few months. One is the Kid ’s Heart Challenge where we
encourage health and fitness. We support the American Heart Association as our community project.
The other two fundraisers are PTA sponsored, one will be our bookfair, the other, is Little Caesars, please
see the attached flyers. These fundraisers directly support Rail Ranch. PTA sponsors many activities during
our regular school year. Without parent support, these educational experiences could not take place. We
never want anyone to feel pressure to give, but any amount of help makes for a memorable year for our
children.
Thank you for all that you do to encourage our children to be kind to one another and do their very best.
We look forward to finishing out the school year with children on campus. Please be patient with the process to ensure the safety of everyone.
Take care,
Mrs. Wethers

HYBRID TRANSPORTATION
REGISTRATION

MARCH 29 - APRIL 2 NO SCHOOL! ENJOY YOUR VACATION!!
Resource Links:
Community
Flyers

Parent/Student
Handbook
Rail Ranch
School Year
Calendar

Lunch Menu

Rail Ranch
Website

MVUSD is now taking registrations for transportation for
hybrid students. There is no
fee for this service through
June 4, 2021. THE DEADLINE
TO REGISTER IS MARCH 8TH.
CLICK HERE TO GO TO THE
MVUSD TRANSPORTATION
DEPARTMENT WEBSITE FOR
MORE INFORMATION

MARCH MATERIALS PICK UP DAYS FOR ALL STUDENTS THIS MONTH:
MONDAY, 3/8- Kinder & Ms. Hensley
TUESDAY, 3/9- 4th & Ms. Hamilton
WEDNESDAY, 3/10 - 1st & 5th
FRIDAY, 3/12 - 2nd & 3rd

3/11- FINAL THURSDAY FOR MEAL PICK UP

3/12- PROGESS REPORTS - CHECK YOUR EMAIL!!
3/22-4/4- VIRTUAL BOOK FAIR (see flyer for details)
3/22- MONDAY MEAL PICK UP
3/23- PTA GENERAL MEETING

Congratulations to Caden Clugston
Caden won the District AAPAC Writing Contest!
Rail Ranch is proud of our amazing student

3/29-4/2- SPRING BREAK!!!!

WAY TO GO!!

SAFETY FIRST
 STAY 6 FEET APART
 ALWAYS WEAR YOUR MASK
 DO NOT SHARE SUPPLIES. Each student will have their own supplies
 DO NOT SHARE FOOD OR SNACKS
 WATER CUPS WILL BE PROVIDED IN EACH CLASSROOM. If your student forgets their water bottle there
is no need to bring it in, we have cups for them. The office does not want to interrupt class time.
 COVER YOUR COUGH OR SNEEZE
 WASH YOUR HANDS
 STAY HOME IF YOU ARE FEELING SICK
 NO VISITORS ON CAMPUS. We are sorry, but parents won’t be able to walk their students to their

classrooms. Arrivals and Dismissals will be at the designated gates

STUDENTS.

Hybrid Schedule
Beginning March 15th
Mondays are VIRTUAL FOR ALL
STUDENTS.

MARCH 2021
NICOLE VERGARA, RAIL RANCH ELEMENTARY

COUNSELING CONNECTION
SUPPORTS & LINKS
Counselor Check-In Form
Community Resources
Free Mental Health
Concierge
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March 2, National Read Across
America Day, students, teachers,
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TAKE A PEEK AT WHAT'S INSIDE:

nation

come together to read books and
Get to know the new

celebrate
the
joy of reading!
lunch lady
-3
Drop everything, pick up your
favorite book and start reading!

Transitions and coping with change can be difficult. There are many
different feelings that come with change – some comfortable and
some not so comfortable. As we prepare to return to school, it is
important to know school will look different for all students whether
they are returning to campus or staying virtual. Students and families
will be adjusting to a new schedule. Here some things we can do to
supports all students during this time of transition:
Create a schedule to reflect new routine and expectations. Be sure to post it as a visual reminder.
Talk about and answer your child’s questions regarding their hybrid or virtual transition. This can
helps reduce anxiety regarding the unknowns. Encourage your child to dialogue with you or
journal about their feelings.
Remind your child to continue practicing the emotion management skills they have been learning
with their School Counselor. Some of these skills include deep breathing, positive self-talk,
counting to calm down, journaling feelings, and mindfulness.

Women's History Month began as a local celebration in Santa Rosa,,
California. The organizers selected the week of March 8 to correspond
with International Women's Day. The movement spread across the
country as other communities initiated their own Women's History Week
celebrations. Since 1995, each president has issued an annual
proclamation designating the month of March as “ Women's History
Month. The National Women's History Alliance selects and publishes
the yearly theme. The theme for Women's History Month in 2021
captures the spirit of these challenging times.

February 25, 2021

Dear Parents/Guardians:
As an incoming sixth grader, your child has the opportunity to do what so many successful students have
done before them, Be Part of the Music at Shivela Middle School!
While some of your students are already involved in music, we know that for some this will be your first
exposure to music education and we wanted to take a brief minute to share some information with you.
Attached to this letter is information regarding our program and the different opportunities it provides for
your child. This is a time where the both of you can explore the different options and get help choosing the
experiences and classes that will help them be successful in high school and beyond. If you after reading
these materials you still have questions, please feel free to contact us at any time using the info listed
below.
Music education is more than just playing an instrument or singing. It is immersing your child in a culture of
successful students and teachers who care about education. It challenges each child to use the creative
side of their brain while, at the same time, learning a foreign language…MUSIC.
All of the current data clearly states that students involved in music education academically outperform their
non-musical counterparts. But, more importantly, studies are showing that music students are less likely to
engage in risky behaviors such as using drugs and alcohol.
Every destination starts with a decision to embark on a journey. Now is the time to start your child in middle
school music and Shivela is the place to do it. We can’t promise that every child will be a musical prodigy,
but we can promise they will learn, laugh, and grow along the way.

Musically Yours,
Bruce Davidson, Band Director
bdavidson@murrieta.k12.ca.us
www.shivelaband.org

Lavinia Tikasingh, Choir/Strings Director
Ltikasingh@murrieta.k12.ca.us

What if I am not sure if I want to do music in middle school?
Remember when your children wouldn’t eat the food you made for them? You always said, “Try it before you decide you
don’t like it.” Music is the same way. You should sign up for music even if you are unsure. If at some point you decide that
music is not for you, drop the class. It is much easier to drop something after trying it, than to join late when you decide you
miss it.
How is music different in middle school?
While the actual act of playing your instrument or singing is similar, the social network and safety net that middle school
music provides is very different from elementary. They will have dozens of new and like-minded friends within weeks and
have experiences musical and otherwise that are unlike anything they have experienced in elementary school, especially
coming out of this year of virtual school. Music classes are also a part of the regular school day, so your child will not be
pulled out of other classes if they choose to join.
Can I do music and sports?
YES. There might be occasional conflicts, but know we work hard to resolve as many conflicts as possible before they occur.
You will be given a year-long calendar to help plan and there are very few evening activities for music throughout the year.
How much out of school time is required?
There is little time required outside of the traditional school day. Practice time will be necessary, but that can be done around
a student’s other activities. Generally, the greater the level of commitment, the greater the reward and memories.
What are the costs?
The costs associated with music depend on which ensembles your child participates in and what events they participate in.
We also do our best to ensure that no one is excluded due to financial issues.
What music class should I register for?
Contact your future teacher if you are unsure. For Band – Mr. Davidson at bdavidson@murrieta.k12.ca.us
For Choir/Strings – Mrs. Tikasingh at Ltikasingh@murrieta.k12.ca.us
Band – “Cadet Band” for those who finished 5th grade Band, and “Beginning Band” for beginners.
Strings – “Beginning/Intermediate Strings”
Choir – “Chorale”
For Band and Strings how do I procure an instrument?
We wish funds were available for us to provide every child with the instrument of their choice, however, this is simply not
possible. The school provides as many as we can and if we run out of particular type, we encourage you to rent from a local
store. If your child is flexible with their instrument choice, we will be able to accommodate them. Also, we will not let
financial constraints keep your child from participating.
What if I have other questions?
Please know that we are here to answer any questions that you may have. Due to the busy nature of our programs, it is
difficult to contact us by phone. The best way for you to reach us is electronically at the email addresses above. This will
allow us to respond to your query, whether you are available by phone or not. You may also visit our registration websites:
Band - www.bepartofthemusic.org/group/index.php?id=5402
Choir/Strings - https://www.bepartofthemusic.org/group/index.php?id=5495
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