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As we leave February, I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge Black
History Month – an homage to the achievements of African Americans
who have shaped American history.  February was chosen to celebrate
Black History Month because it’s the birth month of former President
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, an escaped slave and activist.  
Both of these men played a prominent role in the abolition of slavery. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “Intelligence plus character is the
goal of education.”  At DMMS we build character by valuing all types of
diversity and respecting our differences.  In turn, these diverse
perspectives help build academic excellence because they broaden our
understanding of the world around us.  

I want to encourage our Colts to use their voices and words in a positive
way to bring about significant change and to help others.  Young people
can have a powerful influence on society by listening, showing empathy,
and acting wisely.  We have recently rejuvenated our Black Student
Union and African American Parent Advisory Committee (AAPAC) to
gain a better perspective on how to best meet the needs of our African
American students.  If you or your child are interested in attending
future meetings, please contact Jamie Goebel for more information at
jgoebel@murrieta.k12.ca.us.  

To close with another quote from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “If I cannot
do great things, I can do small things in a great way.”

Thank you,

Tom Patane
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MESSAGES & DELIVERIES

REMINDERS

STUDENT DROP OFF

Students should not exit
the vehicle in the middle
lane.   
No parking in handicap
unless you have a placard.
Drive the speed l imit .
Be courteous!

STUDENT CELL PHONES
Phones must not be used during the
school day including (class) time, break,
and lunch.
 
Phones must be turned off and put away
while on campus. 

If a student is using their phone, staff will
have the student power off their phone,
put it back in their backpack, and assign
an appropriate consequence. 

Students should be responsible for

remembering their work, lunches, clothing,

band instruments, sports equipment, or other

necessities; therefore, we do not accept items

for drop off or delivery to students. No cell

phones, instruments, cash, wallets, or any

other valuable items can be left at the front

desk or dropped off for students. We

appreciate your assistance in helping us to

reserve this function for true emergencies.

Parents can email teachers if they need to

give their students a message.

Parents, due to the cell phone use
policy, please remind your
student(s) to go to the health office
to call home when they are feeling
sick.

HEALTH OFFICE

March

NEW ABSENCE REPORTING LINK 

Report an Absence

Join PTSA Today

D M M S  P T S A

H O M E W O R K  H E L P  

Click here! 

https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/Page/25804
https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/Page/39250
https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/Page/39250


Week 1
(April 15-19)- ELA

Week 3
(April 29-May 3rd)- Math

Week 4 
(May 6-10)- Make Ups

PRACTICE TEST LINK

Make sure your student
arrives at school on
time and attends the
full day each day.

Make sure your student
gets a good night’s sleep
and has a nutritious
breakfast before testing.

 
Encourage your student
to try a practice test. 

Save the Date - CAASPP Testing

TEST PREP

https://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
https://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html


UPDATESSchool

@mcelhinneymiddleschool



                            

 

                                                          

                                              

Be Our Kind of Colt!
Leading the Way EverydayLeading the Way Everyday

Follow instructions of all
adults on campus

Have all technology turned
off and in your backpack

Come prepared with all
materials and dressed in
school appropriate
clothing

Actively participate in
class and stay on task

 
Gum and food-free zone 

Treat others with
acceptance and kindness

Speak kindly and politely

Use appropriate voice
volume and tone 

Take care of all school
facilities and materials

 Properly dispose of your
trash

Walk at all times

Keep hands,  feet, and
objects to yourself 

All sports equipment
(including basketballs),
put away in backpacks or
carried in hands 

Use the crosswalk

Only enter/exit cars from
curb

Walk your bikes

Be        n Task   Be       ind   Be       areful O K C

O

K
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Dorothy McElhinney Middle School

Start/End Times

What are the dates of the sessions? What’s included? 

Monday: 3:00pm–6:00pm
Tuesday: 3:00pm–6:00pm
Wednesday: 1:30pm–6:00pm
Thursday: 3:00pm–6:00pm
Friday: 3:00pm–6:00pm

Sessions take place from: November 29–May 31

The Murrieta Valley Unified School District will be offering
free after-school enrichment activities for students with
the help of Elevo for the 2023-2024 school year. Elevo’s
Elevate program 
is aligned with the Expanded Learning Opportunities
Program (ELO-P) requirements.

Free snacks will be
included, alongside the
offerings below:

Rotating Academic 
Support

Enrichment Activities 

Sports

SEL Infused Games 
& Activities

Full Service
After School
Sports Program
Grade 6 OPPORTUNITY
FREE, IN PERSON

Note: Elevo and School staff will help facilitate snack. Any known food allergies
must be communicated to the Site Coordinator by or before the first attended
session.

Interested?
Scan or click on the 

QR code below. 

MURRIETA VALLEY UNIF IED SCHOOL DISTRICT



Counselor’s Corner
Hello, Colt Families!

Some of you have inquired about the application process for some of our year-long electives. Please see the
information below. 

Mrs. Johnston cjohnston@murrieta.k12.ca.us 

Mrs. DesRoberts-Youngdale tdesroberts-youngdale@murrieta.k12.ca.us 

 
Mrs. Huth rhuth@murrieta.k12.ca.us
Mrs. Nelson canelson@murrieta.k12.ca.us

Mr. Merrin smerrin@murrieta.12.ca.us

Miss Barnett dbarnett@murrieta.k12.ca.us

Mrs. Harbour wharbour@murrieta.k12.ca.us

Mr. Youngdale kyoungdale@murrieta.k12.ca.us

Mrs. Jones cajones@murrieta.k12.ca.us

Mrs. Files sfiles@murrieta.k12.ca.us

 
Ms. Ridgeway dridgeway@murrieta.k12.ca.us 

If you have further questions about electives, please reach out to your child's counselor. Please note that the electives above are the
electives that have a selection/application process. Electives that do not require an application can be requested through the Aeries
portal beginning April 11th. 

Unified PE Application

Unified Electives Application

Peer Mentor Application

DMMS Band Information

Theater Arts and Tech Theater Information

Yearbook Application 

Zero Period Robotics

Dancefinity Application

ASB/Senate Application

Advanced Choir Information

Cheer Application 

Ms. Galindo ngalindo@murrieta.k12.ca.us

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvRRZd8s19xJIlcun48qEs9RUNVJFU0FCTklLOE45MTY3OFlKWEVST1hTSS4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvRRZd8s19xJIlcun48qEs9RUOU9TUzU4MklMWjk0WjdXTTdNMDFDNlRWWS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvT-mSOPJU6tBoA7yn_OzADtUQUkyOEdXTFhOVE1JOE02UUVSMjlCQjk5Qi4u&origin=QRCode
https://www.dmmsmusic.com/website/join/index.cfm
https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/Page/34590
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvfBFxYTZJZdGoaj76Rh9RmJUNkpLODYyRUFUUE1XRzk3NTlQSU9OU0tDRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvfBFxYTZJZdGoaj76Rh9RmJUNkpLODYyRUFUUE1XRzk3NTlQSU9OU0tDRi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvS35Z9vk2bpEqTgypundGV5UQzBZUUxLWEtWMEdaRThENkdBN01BS1JKRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvaX4NhCdHlFGqgcSV0y2WnlUQkpCSElNVlNXRVNMVlhHNExNOEhPNFJZSC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvapSsGnoV4xOmh_hdD_eKodUQkQzRDg5UzRFQldSNVpORVdRRldQR0k5OS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=47bwIPBFG0aN8rSLBRCnvfQd-2sF7hZCiYeyd726HcxUMDMxVEhQMlVQUldMR1Q4TUUwOUIxUFNQNS4u
https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/Domain/2486
https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/Domain/2486

