
The other day, I stopped at a yard sale. I always see those
bright orange, green and pink signs posted up every weekend
and this time, I decided to follow one and see what they had. It

was advertised as “giant,” with lots of stuff. Who could pass
that up?

As I got out of my truck and began looking at all the stuff, I
wondered how these things ended up there at that moment in
time. Someone had purchased these things, used them, and

then decided that they no longer served a purpose for
whatever reason. They were good enough to sell to someone

else, but no longer valuable to the original owner. Yet, as I
looked, I saw that many of these things still had unique

character.

Good character may not always stand out, but it does catch
the eye of someone, just like that old 8-track tape player or

wooden tennis racket does at a yard sale. There is still a great
need for good character today and it’s something that

everyone should strive to have, especially our kids. Many adults
applaud good deeds done by kids when in reality, good deeds

should be something that we expect from them daily. Kids
should do things because it’s the right thing to do. By building
good basic character foundations with our kids every day, we

are filling their emotional toolbox with all the right tools.

So, the next time you drive by one of those neon-colored signs,
advertising a yard sale, smile, and remember that no matter

where or when…character counts!
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Support & Links

DECEMBER 2024
COUNSELOR CONNECTIONCOUNSELOR CONNECTION

Community Resources
Click Here

Care Solace: Mental
Health Concierge

Click here

Antelope Hills Elementary School 
Ms. Richardson, School Counselor

lrichardson@murrieta.k12.ca.us

Happy holidays! Wishing
all of our students and

families a fun and relaxing
break.

We look forward to seeing
you in the new year!

As we approach the end of the year, we want to celebrate the
diverse holidays that our school community observes. Here are

some of the special holidays during this season:

Kwanzaa - December 26 - January 1
Kwanzaa is a celebration of African-American culture and

heritage. It lasts for seven days, each dedicated to one of the
seven principles. Families light a kinara (candle holder) and enjoy

music, dance, and storytelling.

Hanukkah - December 25
Hanukkah, also known as the Festival of Lights, is an eight-day

Jewish holiday. It commemorates the rededication of the Second
Temple in Jerusalem. Families light a menorah, play games like

dreidel, and enjoy foods like latkes (potato pancakes). 

Christmas - December 25
Christmas is celebrated by Christians around the world to honor
the birth of Jesus Christ. Traditions include decorating Christmas

trees, exchanging gifts, and sharing meals with loved ones. 

Las Posadas December 16 - 24
Las Posadas is a nine-day celebration observed in Mexico and
some Latin American countries. It reenacts Mary and Joseph’s
search for shelter before the birth of Jesus. Each night, families
participate in processions, sing carols, and enjoy festive foods.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTUGLpMx45LcJjwe_u5Prv2CKr0_45UQkIrH-sm6O4s81zMwJ9vYxsK-6Y4FLhy87C7nCzEpCBgWkEt/pub
https://caresolace.com/site/murrietafamilies


School Counseling Lessons will focus on peer relations. Lessons will
discuss sharing, trading, and taking turns to promote fairness and

mutual enjoyment. Students will learn how to apply problem-
solving skills to scenarios that involve playground or peer conflict.
Upper grades will learn how to recognize and report bullying and

the power of being positive bystanders for peers. 

SEL Focus: Peer RelationsSEL Focus: Peer Relations

https://pin.it/5WUCumUyB
https://pin.it/5WUCumUyB


December 2024 Important Dates
Dec 6

Flag Salute
8:00am

Dec 5Dec 4Dec 3Dec 2

 Flag Salute
8:00am

Dec 18

https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/ANTELOPEFor more information 

Dec 9 Dec 10 Dec 11

Dec 19 Dec 20

Dec 13Dec 12

Dec 17Dec 16

Dec 25Dec 24Dec 23 Dec 26 Dec 27

 Early Release
Day  @

1:20pm.
Grades 1-5

 Early Release
Day  @

1:20pm.
Grades 1-5

Winter BreakWinter Break

Spelling 

 Early Release
Day  @ 1:20pm.

Grades 1-5

Kindergarten

Program
4:15pm & 6:00pm

Coffee & Conversation

After Friday
Flag in MPR

No Early

Release

https://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/ANTELOPE


Dec 30

Dec-Jan 2025 Important Dates
Dec 31 Jan 1 Jan 2 Jan 3

Jan 6 Jan 8 Jan 9 Jan 10Jan 7

Jan 13 Jan 14

Winter BreakWinter Break

Winter BreakWinter Break
Jan 15

No Early

Release






