Modern World History Course Syllabus

VMHS 2015- 2016
Ms. Ashley Davis
Room WW25, (951) 894-5750 ext. 6695
amdavis@murrieta.k12.ca.us 
Course Study

Students in grade ten study major turning points that shaped the modern world, from the late eighteenth century through the present, including the cause and course of the two world wars. They trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots of current world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations. They extrapolate from the American experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at a high price, remain vulnerable and are not practiced everywhere in the world. Students develop an understanding of current world issues and relate them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts. Students consider multiple accounts of events in order to understand international relations from a variety of perspectives. (CA State Standard for Teaching)

Textbook

McDougal Littell et. Al. Modern World History: Patterns of Interaction.


Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell, 2005.

Expected Student Learning Results:

Students Will

· Relate the moral and ethical principles in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy, in Judaism, and in Christianity to the development of Western political thought (CA State Standard 10.1)

· Compare and contrast the Glorious Revolution of England, the American Revolution, and the French Revolution, and their enduring effects worldwide on the political expectations for self-government and individual liberty (CA State Standard 10.2)

· Analyze the effects of the Industrial Revolution in England, France, Germany, Japan and the US (CA State Standard 10.3)

· Analyze patterns of global change in the era of New Imperialism in at least two of the following regions or countries: Africa, Southeast Asia, China, India, Latin America, and the Philippines (CA State Standard 10.4)

· Analyze the cause and course of the First World War (CA State Standard 10.5)

· Analyze the effects of the First World War (CA State Standard 10.6)

· Analyze the rise of totalitarian governments after WWI (CA State Standard 10.7)

· Analyze the causes and consequences of World War II (CA State Standard 10.8)

· Analyze the international developments in the post-WWII world (CA State Standard 10.9)

· Analyze instances of nation-building in the contemporary world in at least two of the following regions or countries: the Middle East, Africa, Mexico, and other parts of Latin America and China (CA State Standard 10.10)
· Please check out this site for more details http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/histsocscistnd.pdf 
Major Units of Study

(Tentative Schedule; Subject to Change)

Fall Semester: Formations of Democracy; French Revolution; Industrial Revolution; Imperialism; WWI; Review & Finals

Spring Semester: Pre-WWII & Communist Revolutions; WWII; Formation of Israel; Cold War & Fall of USSR; Review for State Testing; Modern Day Issues; Review & Finals

Evaluation Procedures

Homework/Classwork
10%

Quizzes 


10% 
Tests
 

35%

Projects 


20%
Essays and Papers
25%
Total


100%

Grading Scale

90 – 100%
A

80 – 89% 
B

70 – 79% 
C

60 – 69% 
D

0 – 59%

F

* In order to receive high school credit (for graduation), you need to earn a D or higher. However, universities will only give credit for a class with a grade of C or higher.

Attendance / Promptness

Because each class begins with a warm-up activity, students are expected to be in their seats prior to the bell, and begin the warm-up immediately. Students who are not physically in the classroom when the bell rings; will be deemed tardy. Students who are more than 30 minutes late to class will be deemed truant. In addition to the school’s policies regarding tardies, students who are late, and do not have an excused note, will lose their participation point for the day and may not be given the assignment to make up. Truancy is defined as: a student who is found off campus, out of class or out of bounds during the school day without a hall pass.
Make-up Work

· Late assignments in regards to projects or papers (unless the student has an excused absence, refer to excused absence section) may be turned in after the due date resulting in half credit, if turned in during the unit.  I will not accept late work after the completion of the unit. 
· Homework is accepted for half credit at after due date. Once the unit of study is complete the homework will not be accepted.
· Classwork must be completed in class and turned in at the end of class (unless the student has an excused absence, refer to excused absence section below)
· If a student has an excused absence the information for make-up work will be online. Please check the school website under my name to get all absent work.
· If you have an excused absence, you must submit make-up work within one day of your return from the absence to avoid the late penalty.
· All assignments are posted on my webpage via the school webpage under teachers.  When absent visit the webpage to find all missing work and instructions.
· Tests and quizzes may be made up only following an excused absence, and must be completed during a time designated by the teacher.  Students will be required to make up tests and quizzes in the morning before schools starts. Students will not complete make-up tests or quizzes during the class period.
Test/Quiz Corrections or Retake

· Students may retake any test or quiz at a time designated by the teacher.  Students who wish to retake exams or quizzes must have ALL issued assignments for the unit turned in on time prior to taking the initial quiz or exam.  Students will need to retake quiz or test within two days of when quiz was given. Retakes can only take place before school starts.
Essays and Papers

· All papers completed outside of the classroom need to be completed in google docs (each student must have a google email account) and shared with me at amdavisvista@gmail.com.  Students will be required to allow edit permission on all assignments.
· Papers assigned in class will need to be completed by the end of the period.  If a student is absent for an in class essay s/he will need to speak with the teacher to schedule a time to complete the assignment. 
Bathroom Passes

It is the policy of VMHS that passes are used for emergency bathroom use only. It is at the teacher’s discretion if/when a school pass will be issued to a student. Students are responsible to prioritize their time outside of the classroom. 

Cell Phones & Electronic Devices

There will be absolutely no cell phone usage in the classroom. All cell phones will be turned off and put away while in the classroom; cell phones will be confiscated if they are visible or are in use. If a parent needs to get in touch with a student, the parent can contact the office and a message can be delivered to the classroom. No CD players/I-Pods/electronic devices are permitted. If a student is listening to music or playing a game, the device will be confiscated. 

Supplies / Format Requirements
Students are required by VMHS to come to class prepared to learn. To be prepared for this class, all students must bring a pen and pencil, paper, and 3-ring binder. The binder needs to have three sections: 1. Lecture Notes, 2. Assignments, and 3. Test Materials. There will be notebooks checks; students will receive credit for notebooks that are organized and work that is completed. Any formatting requirements (e.g. research paper) need to be followed. If a student fails to do so, points will be taken off his/her score. Students will receive one copy of materials distributed in class. Students are responsible for materials received.
Food & Drinks

In compliance with VMHS’ Code of Conduct, food and drinks are not permitted in the classroom. Only bottled water that is capped will be permitted. Starbucks, sodas, and food will be properly disposed in the trashcan upon entry into the classroom. If students do not comply with this rule students will be issued detentions for each offence.
Citizenship

The moment students walk into the classroom, the highest standards for good citizenship are expected of them. These standards can be summed up with one word: CLASS. Students should exhibit respect for the teacher, their fellow classmates, the classroom, and most importantly themselves in all they do and say. While CLASS entails a great deal, it primarily means you attempt to do the right thing at all times. This applies especially to respecting the right of the teacher to do the best job possible teaching you and the right of other students to learn in the best possible environment. Additionally, students must follow the specific rules/consequences and procedures as outlined.
Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: cheating, copying from other sources such as homework, projects, tests, notes, using notes without permission, forging, altering or duplicating school or teacher documents or signatures, plagiarism, and text messaging regarding test data or information. 1st offense: loss of credit for assignment/test/project with no make-up permitted and parent notification and conference with counselor. 2nd offense: same consequence as first plus a conference with the Assistant Principal and two day suspension. 3rd offense: student automatically fails class and placed in OCI during class time for the remainder of the semester; credit to be recovered in summer school.
Classroom Guidelines

Together, we will make this class a positive learning experience!

1. Bring all needed materials to class
2. Must have a google drive account (google email).  Papers will need to be shared with me including editing rights at amdavisvista@gmail.com 
3. Be in your seat and ready to learn
4. Be respectful and be polite to all students in the classroom
5. Speak at appropriate times, using appropriate voice and language

6. Respect other people’s property

7. Follow all school rules

Disciplinary Actions

In order for the teacher to do the best job possible teaching you, disciplinary procedures will be enforced. The consequences of inappropriate behavior include (but are not limited to): student/teacher conference, OCI (on campus intervention), sentences, behavior essay, parent/teacher communication, student/parent/administrator conference, Saturday School, suspension, expulsion. 
Weekly Progress Reports for Extra Curricular Activities and AVID
Some students are required to turn in a weekly progress report to advisors of extra-curricular activities. Students are responsible for giving me the paperwork within the first 5 minutes of class. If they do not turn it in at that point, they will need to wait until the next class meeting. I will not sign it at any other time. 

Remind 101

I will send reminders to students and parents via text.  Text rates do apply but for those that want to know the due dates for assignments and reminders for tests please sign up by sending the following @954f1 to 424-268-5234.  This will allow you to see the messages that I will send to the class.  This is not my phone number and I will not be able to see any responses. To communicate with me directly please send me an email.

Website
The website for this class is located on the VMHS home page under teachers.  I will have study guides, a class calendar, assignments and power points for the units posted on the webpage.  Please visit the site often to find missing assignments and tools to help understand the material presented in class. 
Parent/Guardian Video Permission Form
It is my intention to show movies/videos or segments of movies/videos, which will help the students gain greater understanding of events, which helped to shape our society and our world.  Those movies/videos include:

The Pianist

Glory



War Horse




Saving Private Ryan
Pearl Harbor


Hitler Stalin Roots of Evil


 


Schindler’s List

Elizabeth


The Other Dream Team
The Power of One
Luther



The Nazis
Hotel Rwanda  

Band of Brothers


The Story of Mankind
Australia 

Argo



Miracle
Red Army Documentary

This portion of the syllabus is in compliance with the District policy requiring parents/guardians to approve the intended use of videotapes that require positive parent permission prior to their scheduled showing.  As part of the policy, I am asking you to complete the form below, authorizing or exempting your child from the videotape showing.  Students exempted from this showing will be required to complete alternative assignments.

Complete and Return to Ms. Davis

Should you have any questions regarding any of the videos, please contact me at (951) 894-5750 ext. 6695 or at amdavis@murrieta.k12.ca.us

____ I give permission for my child to view these videos.

____ I prefer that my child be given an alternative assignment.

Student Name & Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Period: _________

Parent(s) Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Parent(s) Signature: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Parent Contact (daytime phone number & email): ______________________________________________________________________________________
By signing this, both parent and student are stating that they have read this course syllabus and agree with what is stated. I can be contacted via email: amdavis@murrieta.k12.ca.us phone: 951-894-5750 ext. 6695. 
Comments: 
